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Mr. and Mrs. James Hershey, left, of Marietta,
and Mr. and Mrs. JamesLandis of East Petersburg
are among the farm families in southcentral
Pennsylvania who feel threatened by nuclear

Atomic mishap turned
some farmers off

power plants. Their concern grew after the mishap
at the atomic generating facility on Three Mile
Island last month. With the farm couples are their
respective daughters, Jessica, left, and Abigail.
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/ See your nearest

HOLLAISD

Dealer for
Dependable Equipment and

Dependable Service:

Airville. PA
Airville Farm Service
Airvilie, PA
717-862-3358

Lititz. PA
Roy A Brubaker
700 Woodcrest Avenue
717-626-7766

Alexandria. PA
Clapper Farm Equipment
RD I
814-669-4465

Loysville, PA
Paul Shovers, Inc
Loysville, PA
717-789-3117
Lynnport, PAAnnville. PA

B H M Farm Equipment, Inc
RD 1
717-867-2211

KermitK Kistler, Inc
Lynnport, PA
215-298-3270

ieavertown. PA McEwensviile. Pi
Ben H Walter
Beavertown, PA
717-658-7024

Don’s Service Shop
Box 97
717-538-1362

Bernville. Pi
Stanley A Klopp, Inc
Bernville, PA
215-488-1510

Mill Hall. PA
Paul A Dotterer
R D 1
717-726-3471

Biglerville, PA New Holland. PA
Wolff Farm SupplyCo
Biglerville, PA
717-677-8144

ABC Groff, Inc
110South Railroad
717-354 4191

Carlisle. PA
Paul Shovers, Inc
35 East Willow Street
717-243-2686
Catawissa. PA

Oley. PA
A J Noss& Son, Inc
RD2
215-987-6257
Orwigsburg, PA

Abraczinskas Farm
Equipment, Inc
RD 1
717-356-7409

PaulJ Eichert&Son
RD 1
717-943-2304

Chambersburg. Pi
Palm, PA
Wentz Farm Supplies, Inc
Rt 29
215-679-7164

Clugston Implement, Inc
RD 1
717-263-4103
Chester Springs, PA

Pitman. PA
Marlin W Schreffler
Pitman, PA
717-648-1120

Nevm N Myer&Sons, Inc
Chester Springs, PA
215-827-7414
Davidsburg, PA
George N. Gross, Inc
R D. 2, Dover, PA
717-292-1673
Elizabethtown. PA

Quarryville, PA
C.E Wiley & Son, Inc
101 South Lime Street
717-786-2895'
Reedsville. PA

Messick Farm
Equipment, Inc
2750 North Market St
717-367-1319

Big Valley Sales & Service,
Inc
PO Box 548
717-667-3944
Rmgtown, PA
Rmgtown Farm Equipment
Rmgtown, PA
717-889-3184
Silverdale. PA

Factoryville. PA
Agronomics, Inc
RD2
717-945-3933

By DIETERKRIEG
MARIETTA After having sensed danger two weeks

ago whena nuclear reactor about tenmiles fromhis home
went out of control, James Hershey believes “the con-
sequences of such accidents are so dire that I don’t think
wecan afford to live withthem.”

“We’ve never felt very good about nuclear poweras an
alternate source of energy. In a way I’m glad this hap-
pened because it’s goingto make people deal a littlemore
realistically with the dangers of it. I don’t think these
things can ever be made safe enough. I think it’s im-
possible for them to ever rule out the possibilities of an
accident,” Hershey explained.

Hershey and his wife, the former Nancy Frey, were
most concerned about their 2-year old daughter, Jessica.
She is their first child. Although they did not leave the
farm and theirhome, they didmake an effortto keeptheir
daughter inside, the couple said. They farm a total of 400
acres, of which 140acres are owned.

While admittingthat they weren’t actively opposed to
nuclear energy when the Metropolitan Edison Company
began generating electricity from the atomic facility a
few years ago, the Hersheys now believe that it shouldnot
be the wave ofthe future.

“I’m not convmced that the oil situation is as serious as
it’s cracked up to be. But that’s not to say that I don’t feel
strongly about our need to conserve oil. We’ll have to be
willing to sacrifice. Coal has its problems too, but I think it
will give usa break,” Hershey continued.

Although Hershey and his wife were and still are con-
cerned about their livelihood and the future of their farm,
Hershey claimed that he did not feel “that personally
threatened” bythe accident.

“Basically, I’m concerned about our country’s view on
nuclear energy. I think we need to become more aware
that this is not going to be worth it. I believe many far-
mers have neither the education nor the background on
radiation to realize the dangers,” the Lancaster County

fanner continued. Both he and his wife attended college
for a couple of years.

Despite the fact that a crisis situation has been averted,
Hershey isn’t so sure that the worst is over. “Whatever it
is they’re goingto doto clean up, I’mnot sure they’re gong
to doit safely,” hesaid.

The Hersheys are not alone with their concerns.
Another young farm couple, James and Alta Landis of
East Petersburg, are also worried. They’re friends of the
Hersheys and are in partnership with them in a potato
business.

When a robot was brought onto the scene, Mrs. Landis
said that provedto her that humanshad oversteppedthen-
bounds.

They wonder now whether or not any radiation leaks
might havecontaminated their soil.

Across the Susquehanna River, near Goldsboro, York
County, 73-year old Charles Conley is convinced that
problems have increased on his farm ever since the
nuclear power plant went into operation in 1974. Conley’s
119acre farm sits on ahill overlooking Three Mile Island,
site of the disabled nuclear power plant. His fields come to
withinamile ofthe facility.

There are two atomic fission units on Three Mile Island.
According to Conley, the first one wasn’t “so bad.” When
Unit 2 went into operation lastFall, however he noticed a
difference. “It makes a heck of a racket,” he noted. He
heard the screaming blast of steam early in the morning
of March 28 when the drama on Three Mile Island began.
“It wasn’t the first tune I heard lots of noise from the
plant. I heard it long before last week, and I’ve seensteam
goingup in the air too,” Conley explained.

While radiation can’t be detected by any of a person’s
senses, Conley sees an element of danger in the clouds of
steam that spew out of the cooling towers of a nuclear
plant He associates those same vapors with some of the

(Turn to Page 48)

Gettysburg. PA
Yinghng Implements'

~R D 9
717-359-4848
Halifax. PA
Sweigard Bros
R D 3, Box 13
717-896 3414
Hanover, PA
SheetsBros. Inc
Carlisle Street
717-632-3660

loney Brook, PA
Dependable Motor Co
East Mam Street
215-273-3131
215-273-3737
Honey Grove. PA
Norman D Clark & Son, Inc
Honey Grove, PA
717-734-3682
Hughesville, PA
Farnsworth Farm
Supplies, Inc
103 CemeteryStreet
717-584-2106
Lancaster, PA
L H Brubaker, Inc
350 Strasburg Pike
717-397-5179
Lebanon, PA
Evergreen Tractor Co , Inc
30 Evergreen Road
717-272-4641

J G 'sAg Sales
Box 149
215-257-5135
Tamaqua, PA
CharlesS Snyder, Inc
RD 3
717-386-5945
Waynesboro, PA
Blue Ridge Fruit Exchange,
Inc
Waynesboro, PA
717-762-3117
West Chester, PA
M S Yearsley & Son
114-116 East Market Street
215-696-2990
West Grove, PA
S G Lewis & Son, Inc
R D 2,Box 66
215-869-2214
Churchville, MD
WalterG Coale, Inc
2849-53 Churchville Rd
301 734-7722
Rising Sun. MD
Ag-lnd Equipment Co , Inc
R D 2, Route 273 East
301-398-6132
301 658-5568
Woodstown, NJ
Owen Supply Co
Broad Street & East Avenue
609-769 0308


