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~ Sire sampling reviewed by Holstein Association

BRATTLEBORO, Vt. -
One year after the in-
troduction of major im-
provements in its young sire
sampling program, the
Holstein Sire Development
Service has results to crow
about according to Manager
Jim Copper.

The first 18 bulls offered in
1978 were sampled in an
average of 29 herds.

Distribution of the semen
was completed in less than
four months after release. -

Estimated Produection
Values of the bulls released
increased an average of 22
percent over bulls sampled a
year ago.

More mnformation on the
actual us€ of the semen
reached the record files of
HSDS .

Copper said not all of the
program’s achievements
can be atiributed to the
modificiations adopfed by

-the board of directors last

year, but “‘the changes we
made have definitely proven
their value in allowing us to
be of better service to
breeders.”

A total of 35 Qualified Sires
were offered for sampling
during the year. Their dams’
best records averaged 22,665
pounds of milk and 861
pounds of butterfat in 336
days. Average classification
score of the dams was VG-88.
Their sires averaged +1230
pounds PDM, +.91 PDT and
+315 TPI., Estimated
Production Values of the
young bulls exceeded +1000.

“It is estimated that 86 per

~

Valves.

Elmer S. Lapp

SCENIC ROAD FARM SUPPLY

RD 1, Box 350, Gordonville, PA 17529
Z Mi. Southwest of New Holland

Hardware A|r Compressors Air Tools; Air
Motors; A|r Tanks; Air Powered Fresh Water
Pumps; Air & Hydraulic Hose and Accessories;
Biack, Galv. and Plastic Pipe; Pipe Fittings and
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PHONE: 717-776-3494

ASK FOR VAN HOCKER

e Free stall barns
¢ Stanchion type barns

¢ Calf pens

¢ Maternity pens

» Horse barns

e Farrowing crates

» Work shop

» Laundry room

cent of all the lmprovement
in the U.S. Holstein breed
will come as a result of sire
selection,” Copper ex-
plained. “The only way we
can assure ourselves of

. 1dentifying the truly superior

bulls is to sample as many as
possible,”” he said.

“We recognized a year ago
that we had to offer breeders
something of real value to
encourage more sampling.
We did. For the breeders on
official test who purchase 10
units of semen on one or
more Qualified Sires, we
offered an attractive cash
ncentive program which
encourages thorough follow-
through for obtaining a
reliable proof.”

Because HSDS 1s
operating a sampling
program and is neé-in the
commercial semen business,

the semen- cost 1s rock
bottom, averaging $3 per
dose. As an incentive the
breeder receives a $25
rebate if the semen 1s used
within 6 months from the
time 1t is received and sends
a pregnancy report to HSDS
within 9 months.

Registry and Holstein
identification credits of $3
are offered for each female
offspring of a Qualified Sire
permanently identified
before six months of age.

Ten dollar cash incentives
are offered to owners cof the
first 30 daughters sum-
marized in a bull’s
production proof.

Finally, a sweepstakes
bonus is offered to
cooperating herd owners if
the bull’s first performance
summary launches him into
a career of commercial

semen production. Breeders
who helped sample the bull
get their choice of $100 cash
or 25 units of semen,
whichever they prefer.

The incentive package has
made a difference, claims
Copper, who maintains a
current report of each bull’s
progress. ‘‘Everyone
recognizes they have a
responsibility to give these
young bulls a chance, but
meoney in the pocket and the
chance to have the first
daughters of a very hot bull
puts action into the
responsibility.”

Some breeders, reluctant
to use unproven bulls,
regardless of their pedigree
quality, are afraid they
won't be able to mer-
chandise the duaghters.
Others have found that
situation to be a myth.

Qualified Sire daughters
consigned last year to the
New England Sale averaged
$3667, with one fancy heifer
bringing $5000. _

Semen from a new group
of Qualified Sires is being
distributed to breeders in
March by Association
program directors. Pedigree
and picture portfolios are
available free of charge on
each of the young bulls from
prograin directors and the
HSDS office.

With current interest in
the program as the key in-

. dicator, Jim Copper expects

to release new bulls six
different times during 1979.
“I think we can fully and
equitably sample 45 young
sires this year,” Copper
predicted, “and still push
our quality up a few more
notches.”

Free trees given for greener America

NEBRASKA CITY, Neb. -

The National Arbor Day
Foundation is offering free
trees as part of its 1979
campaign {o encourage tree
planting.

The Arbor Day Foun-
dation, a nonprofit
organization, 1s working to
improve the quality of life in
communities throughout the
country by encouraging tree
planting. The Foundation
will give four trees to new
members contributing $15 or
more. Shade, fruit, and nut
trees will be from 3 to 6 feet
tall, and evergreens will be 6

inches to 1 foot tall. All trees
will be ready for planting
and will be sent postage
paid.

To become a member of
the Foundation and to
receive four free trees, a
contribution of $15 or more
should be sent to the
National Arbor Day
Foundation, Arbor Lodge
100, Nebraska City, Neb.
68410. The donation should
be sent along with a choice of
any four of the following
trees. Any combination or as
many of one variety may be
specified.

COW MATS PROVIDE GREATER COW
COMFORT. Here's the biggest reascn
for you to consider the use of cow mats.

Farmer after farmer has testified that -

cow mats have extended the life and
production of their cows. Cows that be-
came stiff or lame have shown remark-
able recoveries on mats. We believe

greater cow comfort means more pro-

duction and we know from experience
that cows given a choice will prefer our
mats over concrete every time. Try a
few mats and let your cows prove it for

ou.
COW MATS SLASH BEDDING RE-

QUIREMENTS. Like thousands of other

farmers, you can cut your bedding use
by'80% or more, and your cows will still

enjoy greater comfort.
e COW MATS SAVE TIME AND LABOR.

By reducmg the amount of bedding
used, you'll automatically save time and

Red Maple, Silver Maple,
Sugar Maple, White
Dogwood, American Red-
bud, White Birch, Tuhp
Tree, Weeping Wlllow,
Delicious Apple, Yellow

Delicious Apple, Stayman
Elberta

Winesap Apple,

Peach, J. H. Hale Peach,
Belle of Georgia Peach,

Early Golden Apricot,
Burbank Plum, Colorado
Blue Spruce, Norway
Spruce, White Pine, Black
Walnut.

labor used in the handling, storageand |
distribution, plus have more time for

management.

* COW MATS REDUCE COW INJURIES. §§

The cushion comfort provided by cow
mats protects against most udder and
leg injuries (or swollen hocks) found with
cows that are bedded on concrete.

 COW MATS EASILY PAY FOR THEM-

SELVES If vou have to'purchase part or
all of your -)eddlng, cow mats can pay
for thems ives in as little as one year.
Conside: 'ng the other advantages, cow
mats are a good investment that will

ccritinue to pay off year after year.
e COW MATS ARE EASILY INSTALLED.

Fast, simple installation in new or exist-
ing free stall, tie stall, stanchion type
barns. Exclusive manufacturing process
produces a non-porous mat that won't
absorb liquids. Flat, non-ribbed surface

IS easy to clean.

START SAVING...
THIS YEAR AND
EVERY YEAR

Put cow mats to work for you this
spring — see how they'll start im-
mediately to save you time, labor and
money while providing greater cow
comfort. Year in and year out you'll
save as your cow mats pay for
themselves over and over.

problems
SALES «

Detailed Instructions For Installation Are Available On Request

We have in stock:

. 42x60
48x72
60x72

We fistall - *7 per mat - includes Anchors.

Nylon Anchors - 15°¢ each. Sy - s

10% Discount If You Pick
Up At Our Lot.
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COW MATS
Put
"COW PASTURE COMFORT"
in your barn
» Textured non-skid surface
* Greater resiliency, greater comfort
* Economical — built for long life
» Easy to install, easy to clean
¢ Protects against injuries and swollen ieg

INSTALLATION ¢ SERVICE
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