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Penn Manor is ready for Natlonal FFA Week

BySALLY BAIR
Staff Writer

MILLERSVILLE -
Members of the Penn Manor
Chapter of the Future
Farmers of America are
taking advantage of FFA
Week to tell students and the
general public more about
vocational agriculture.

Accordirg to Gus Birchler,
FFA advisor and vo-ag
teacher at Penn Manor, the
students have prepared a
series of posters for use in
the scheol cafeteria and a
window display in the
library “to educate other
students.” They also have
two radio programs planned.

Birchler said they hope “to
make students aware of the
week. and of the agriculture
program. We want them to
associate vo-ag students
with agriculture, and they
have selected such themes
. for the posters as ‘Youth
with a Purpose’ and
‘Agriculture- A New
Generation.’ ”’

On Wednesday of FFA
Week, every one of the 165
FFA members will wear
their FFA jacket (or a suit)
to bring recognition to the
group.

In the hbrary display,
FFA students included the
symbeols used by each officer
as well as some of the more
outstanding trophles won by
the chapter. There is also an
FFA jacket and an ex-

planation of its symbols.-

Norman Zink, Conestoga R2,
and Brian Martin, Conestoga
R1, explamned that the
kernels surrounding the
insignia show that corn is
found in every state. The owl
portrays wisdom and the
plotigh the tillage of the soil.
The eagle represents the
United States and the rising
sun symbolizes a new era 1n
agriculture.

The radio programs are
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Norman Zink, Conestoga R2 on the left, and Brlan Martin, Conestoga R2,
prepare to place some of the statues in the library display window to finish their

FFA Week display.

interviews with students
done with WDAC and WSBA.
These shows, taped by
telephone, are designed to
inform the public about the
FFA program and 1its
various projects.

Penn Manor, which has
four teachers in the vo-ag
department, is one of the
oldest chapters in the
county, and will be
celebrating its fiftieth an-
niversary next year. The
national organization
celebrated 50 years in 1978.

Birchler said he feels that
FFA has a posiive image at
Penn Manor, greatly
enhanced by their very
active participation in
“building a bhetter com-
mumty.” This community
service work includes
stocking and maintaining
fish in the fishing streams of
the district as well as
providing helping hands to
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Order now at our everydav Low Prices. All
bins include roof ladder, safety ring, one piece
fill hole with cap, manhole, ? ring door, base
ring, anchor bolts, cai’’«ing, base sealer and
FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 75 MILES

ORDER NCW FOR FEBRUARY DISCOUNT!

Call for prices on

¢ Redex Continuous Flow Dryers
3 York Bucket Elevators

o Mix-Miils
e Transport Augers

Sukup In-Bin Drying Equipment
* Aeration Floors and Fans
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farm famihes which may
encounter problems such as
fire or other disaster. “We
are willing to do whatever
we can to help families,”
Birchler stated.

The group also helps
poultry farmers to move
chickens, and this money
helps defray costs of some
other programs the students
participate in. They are
involved in the FFA citrus
sale and hold a Ilarge
banquet each spring to honor
the young people. “Many
youngsters have a chance to
be recognized there as well
as their famihes and the

peopie who- have helped _

throughout the year,”

Birchler noted.

Birchler, who is 1mn his
tenth year as vo-ag teacher
there, has seen some In-
teresting 1:hanges. When he

first began his vo-ag career
there, there were 95 per cent ~
farm youth enrolled in FFA
and 5 per cent non-farm.
Now, he said, there are 45
per cent farm youth and 55
per cent non-farm youth.

He attributes this large

turn-around to the fact that .

at one time vocational
agriculture could teach only
production agriculture. Now
that they teach agri-
busmess, the interest has
changed. Birchier noted that
agri-business is a growing
entity in the Lancaster ar'ea,
and he said there is in-
creased interest in jobs m
that area because ‘“good jobs

can be had without a four

year college degree.”

And jobs are not hard to
find for graduates withragri-
business  backgreunds.
“Many people come here
looking for employees. We

are able to place all our business,” he said, adding,
seniors who want jobs. About “We have highly motivated
88 percent goonto jobsinag studentsin this area.”
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R.D. 1 Glenwood Drive, Ephrata, Pa. 17522
Automatic Hot Water, Hot Air Wood Fired Heating Systems
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THE ELEGANT WOODSTOVE
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AIRTIGHT—EFFICIENT—HANDSOME

Enjoy the benefits of airtight efficiency with the warmth
and natural beauty of an open firepiace through spacious
glass doors Elegant French Renaissance styling
will enhance any decor
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Special Features

* Easy loading of up to 24" logs through front double doors
« Good visihility of fire through large glass panels
o Multi pane “Pyrex"'® glass panels designed to prevent cracking
o Large capacity cast ron firebox for even heating and long Iffe
« Beautiful leather grain lacquered cabinet easy to keep clean finish
» Removable ash pan makes cleaning quick (ash rake supplied free)
» Reversible flue outlet aliows top or rear venting
* Grill top promotes warm air convection 1n addition to radiant heat
» Internai baffle enhances secondary combustion for even higher efficiency
» Bullt on rear heat shield reduces clearances
« Hetght of rear vent permits venting into most fireplace openings
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Fireplace Stoves, Box Stoves, Insulated Chimneys,
Chimney Brushes, Splitting Axes, Fireplace Accessories .

HEAT CNE ROOM OR AN ENTIRE HOUSE
> _ Phone: {717) 733-0703
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ITS WORTH WAITING FOR
|  ATC.E. WILEY & SON -

THURSDAY & FRIDAY

MARCH 1 & 2, 1979

Your gr:ER?Y%\r" '\EW HOLLAI\D dealer. *

C. E. WILEY & SON INC,

101 S. LIME

IF YOU NEED ANY EQUIPMENT —
NEW OR USED — CALL US!

QUARRYVILLE, PA.

PHONE (717) 786-2895
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