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- No-till farming: an option that’s catching on

By CALVIN WETTSTEIN
Connty Agent
Flemington, N.J.
LANCASTER - Netill
gained favor with many of
our farmer§
eight or nipe years _ago
because .of several

back about

Harvesting is possible
during wet spells, when
normally tilled fields could
just not support the equip-
ment.

No-till operators are quick
to acknowledge no savings in
dollars. The cost of initial

With increased concern
vver energy supplies, the no-
till farmer finds himself ina
good position to considerably
reduce the amount of fuel
used in the planting of crops.

Dick Gulick and Art
Smith, Rocktown, N.J., were

some 350 acres of field corn
last year on the land Gulick
farms in southern Hunterdon
County. And it was all no-
till! Much of the corn crop
goes into the silos for

feeding, the 300 head of
Holstein cattle. Some cornis

117 acres of no-till soybeans
in this past year and
rejuvenated a 26-acre hay
field by introducing alfalfa
via a no-till procedure.
Though there has been a
move in the past few years to
minimum-tillage, that is,
using a chisel plow, Gulick

recommendations for
achieving an extra 20 cents
per bushel for corn.

And, perhaps the highlight
of the day was a panel,
“Beating the Weeds in ‘79.”
Three successful Penn-
sylvania farmers joined
three Extension Service

recognized advantages. One knock-down of existing among farmers in at- stored as grain for feeding, " " . B ialists i e
i that the organic mater on vegetation offsets the tendance at the recent Mid- _restissold on the market. still finds "’lg.“;]ﬁca“t aﬁ- medure;n ‘Le,ff,“bfe‘ﬁoﬁf
top of the soil would serveas plowing and harrowing Atlantic No-Till Conference ,Healsoreportsthathe had vantagesth '?t ng—t;h. mendations for weed control
a mulch; holding the soil in costs. And, managementis here. Some 1200 farmers Several Lagine Bob Fuloor, in the production of field
place, and maintaining soil critical. There’s no room for  from six mid-Atlantic states T ott uding il rely o Cornvianotill.
moisture. Tine-saving to a errors. Timeliness is im- attended the day-long affair thLzm tifla ty me’techni eV M Tt was a good day, with a
“farmer, o essential in the portant, the selection of the and heard speakers discuss The Mitatlantic. NoTill lot of good information
Spring rush,. was also con- right herbicides, proper use arange of subjects on the no- _Conferenge featured Presented. .Perhaps _.as

__Sidered to*bg an, impertant- of ~notill ~planter; all are —tillage system:

“advantage.
4

~o ~ ¢ essential. mem. -«
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IS YOUR HOUSE PROPERI.Y

{ < INSULATED? -

. ¢ Chicken House
¢ Turkey House
¢ Farrowing House
T e orAny pther House

Gulick-ang-Smith planted

;fesearch reports on:solar
grain drying, a study of
herbicide and soil lofSes
from runoff from convention
versus no-till systems, some
recent research data on no-
till seeding of small grains
and the introduction of
legumes in hay and pasture
fields by notill. An Ex-
tension Service economist on
the Penn State staff in-
terestingly related his

valuable as the. formal
program were the informal
discussions that took place
during the day, at lunch and
in conversations in the car
fraveling to and from.

No-till seems to have found
its niche. A practice that we
have indicated from the
start as being not for
everyone, it does fit rather
well a number of our farm
operations.
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high calcium or high magnesium

AG - LIMESTO:

AG LIMESTONE AND ROYSTER BONANZA
FERTILIZERS, UREA, AND AMMONIUM SULFATE
OR TRACTOR SPREADERS AVAILABLE.

We handle fertilizer i in bulk and bags, retail and wholesale.

— ALSO —

ARCADIAN GOLDEN URAN 30%, Poly-N 10-34-0, or.
prescription liquid mix fertilizer wholesale or spread.

z3aWPlus retall Insecticides and Herbicides.

Call Us For All Your Chemical Needs.

MARTIN'S LIQUID SERVICE

- cloJOHNZ.MARTIN
‘RDI Box 716, New Holland, PA 17557  Phone: 7‘.7-354-5_848

‘RouteNo.1,80x482 . Fayetteville, PA17222
Phone: (717) 352-2783

-SALES& SERVICE . -




