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Chester County dairyman Jefferson Yoder has

won 12 Progressive Breeder Awards from the
Holstein-Friesian Association of- America, an
achievement which distinguishes him as being
among the best in the country.

Potato stocks are record high

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Potato stocks continue to be
at record high levels, ac-
cording to statistics fur-
nished to Lancaster Far-
ming by the United States
Department of Agriculture.
The estimated 219 million
hundredweights in storage
as of December 1 was up six
per cent from a year ago,

and record high for the date
for the third straight year.

The record high stockpile
came about even though the
total in the seven eastern
states, including Penn-
sylvania, was down by nine
per cent from a year earlier.
The count for those states as
of Dec. 1 stood at 31.6 million
hundredweights.

The potato inventory of the
eastern states is the lowest
for the region since 1973. The
eight cental states’
production, at 48.1 million
hundredweight was up seven
per cent over last year and
the eight western states, at
139 million hundredweights,

, Was up 10 per cent from a

year earlier.

If yc;u have fat
cattle or
need feeders ...

THINK

NEW HOLLAND

BEEF SALES

MONDAY - 1:30 P.M.
THURSDAY -11:00 A.M.

Sale Order - Fat Bulls, Steers, Stockers and
.- Beef Cows

Veal Calves - 4:30 Thurs.

NEW HOLLAND SALES STABLES, INC.
Phone: 717-354-4341
Daily Market Report - Phone: 717-3.54-7288

Abe Diffenbach, Manager

Field Representatives - Alan Diffenbach 717-656-9806
Luke Eberly 215-257-6608
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- Home-bred cows keep -«

By DIETER KRIEG
ELVERSON — Jefferson
Yoder :s no ordinary
dairyman. The Chester
Countian makes that much
obvious rather quickly. First
of all, he has a DHIA herd
average of 19,722 pounds of
milk with a 4 per cent test
and 795 pounds of butterfat.
Secondly, he doesn’t pay
much atteniion to what the
so-called experts off the
farm suggest, and he won’t
necessarily follow the crowd
either. Yoder, who has been
milking cows for 22 years, is ,
a man who makes his own
decisions and follows his own
path. ’

Also, Yoder proclaims that
the dairy business is better
now than it ever was. While
many other dairy farmers

feeding setup.

Supreme Batch Mixer and
Weigher tor feedtots, freestall, or stanchion

operations.

Schwartz Feeder Wagon pertect for

drive-through freestall barns and feediots.

Agway Model 780 Weigh-Mix
Feeding Machine ideai for stanchions and

tie stails.

might agree, not all will
come right out and say it.
The most predominant
evidence of Yoder’s
maverick approach to dairy
farming is that he strongly
favors his own bulls. He says
a good dairy farmer can
achieve significant im-
provement with his herd
production if he uses bulls
out of his own top cows, éven
if the top cow only produced
13,000 pounds of milk per
year.
Neither Yoder nor his son,
Carl, who works full-time
with his dad, is quick with
cuiling programs. Despite
their just under 20,000 pound
herd average, they’ll keep a
heifer which finishes with
just 12,000 pounds of milk or
less. They’IFreadily give her

Your Agway Farm Systems and Farm Enterprise service-
persons can help you develop a TMR and recommend
the fesding system you'li need to match your operation.
Make them a part of your management team and start
putting more profit into your teeding program.
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another year to improve,
confident that she'll do just
that. Their emphasis is on
longevity.

“A 2year old has to be
prefty bad before we’ll cull
her,” remarked Carl,
“especially if she has good
type or belongs to one of our
best cow familiet” To
emphasize _his. point, he
asked: “How do you cull a
cow youw've fallen in love
with?”

Most of Yoder’s “Rocky -

Side Holsteins” are sired by
home-bred bulls. He elaims
that all but a few have done
quite well for him.
Ironically, they’'re all given
minus proofs when the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
analyzes the statistics. “But
they’re doing the job for us,”
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Jefferson Y. oder on top

Yoder laughed in defense,
adding that he never pays
attention to plus or minus
ratings.

“We don’t care if a bull is
plus or minus,” the younger
-Yoder agreed. ‘“We just look
at the bull’s dam’s
production.” :

“We don’t just want to see
what is on paper, we like to
see the bull’s offspring, his
dam, and granddams on
both sides,” his father ad-
ded.

Yoder defends his own
brand of breeding
philosophy by claiming that

neither Osborndale Ivanhoe .&
nor Paclamar Astronaut - ‘7

two of the all-time top sires
of the Holstein breed - might
have been kept if present

(Turn to Page 98)
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Agway Presents..

Three
To Get M
Profit Out Of'
| Your Feeding
Program.

Feeding a total mixed ration (TMR) can help
you increase milk production... and profits...
without adding a single cow to the herd. Agway
has the TMR feeding machines that let you
accurately weigh and thoroughly mix forage,
grain and supplements to deliver a balanced bite
every time. There's a machine to fit almost any

FARM SYSTEMS AND ICAL CENTERS
CHAMBERSBURG TEMPLE CARLISLE
409 E. Grant St. SUPPLY CENTER E. North St.
Chambersburg, PA N. 5th St. Highway Carlisle, PA
717-263-4197 Temple, PA 717-243-4312
215.929-5264
LANCASTER YORK AVONDALE DUBLIN
FARM STORE WEST STORE SUPPLY CENTER Rt.313
S | 140 Dillerville Rd. -26 W. Market St. JunctionU.S.1&41 Dublin, PA
™ § 7 - Patkdaster PA York, PA Avondale, PA 215-249-3556
717-394-0541 717-792-2674 215-268-8238 .
TANEYTOWN  CHAPMAN STORE ;
Frederick St. RD2
AGWAY Taneytown, MD Wescosville, PA A\ e |leasgn
. 301-848-3225 215-395.3381 2




