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Is there a veterinarian in the barn?

KENNETT SQUARE -
According to two veterwary

- students from the University

of Pennsylvama, with the
cost of education m the
Commonwealth at its
present level, going wnto
large anmmal practice 1s
almost impractical

“The freshman class can
expect to pay $6670 per year
for thewr education,” says
Michael Burton, Wellsboro,
who is 1n hus senior year at
Penn. “Depending on the
practice a veterinarian goes
mto, he can make a good

hving For nstance, 1n the
city a small animal vet can
do well because people are
willing to pay for work dene
on their pets In that w-
stance, economucs isn't a
problem - sentimentality 1s
the thing ”’

On the other hand, Burton
points out, a farmer 1s only
able to pay a certain medical
fee for his stock - any animal
costing more than that goes
to market.

So, says Burton,
veterinary students find
little monetary incentive to

Conquer big crops

The heavy-duty Gehl 1200 forage harvester
handles tractors up to 225 hp Nine tungsten-
carbide faced knives deliver 9,000 cuts per
minute at 1,000 rpm Lets you power through
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corn attachment, windrow pickup and snapper
head avaiiable Stop in and look at the
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FARM EQUIPMENT

Z00K'S FARM STORE

Honey Brook, PA

S. JOHNSON HURFF

Pole Tavern
Monroeville, NJ
609-358 2565 or
609 769-2565

STOUFFER BROS. INC.

Chambersburg, PA
717 263-8424

ARNETT'S GARAGE

Rt 9Box 125
Hagerstown, MD
301-733-0515

NEVIN N. MYER
& SONS, INC.

Chester Springs, PA
215-827-7414

UMBERGER'S MILL

Rt 4 Lebanon, PA
{Fontana)
717-867-5161

A. L. HERR & BRO.

Quarrywville, PA
717-786-3521

BINKLEY & HURST BROS.

133 Rothsvilte Station Road
Lititz, PA
717-626-4705

PEOPLE'S SALES
& SERVICE

QOakland Mills, PA
717-463 2735

N. G. HERSHEY & SON

Manheim, PA
717-665-2271

AGWAY, INC.

Chapman Equip Center
Chapman, PA
215 398-2553

CHAS. J. McCOMSEY
& SONS

Hickory Hill, PA
215-932-2615

WERTZ GARAGE

Lineboro MD
301-374-2672

LEBANON VALLEY ¢
IMPLEMENT CO., INC.

Richiand, PA
717-866-7518

CLAIR J. MYERS

Lake Road R1
Thomasville, PA
717-259-0453

WILLIAM DAUGHERTY

RD ¥2
Felton PA
717-244 9787

ERNEST SHOVER
FARM EQUIPMENT

19 W South St
Carlisie, PA
717-249-2239

go into large animal practice
because the best op-
portunities he 1 small
anumals.

According to both Burton
and Mary Sommer, another
senior veterinary student, it
takes a determined In-
dividual to become a
veterinarian

“One out of 10 students
who apphes gets accepted,”
says Burton ‘It is sup-
posedly easier fo get mto
medical school because
there are more med schools
n the nation.”

Dr Richard DMcFeely,
associate dean for New
Bolton Center, supports
Burton’s statement

“Many students apply
several years i succession
before they are accepted,”
he says. ““They often go on
for further schocling in the
meantime.” As aresult, 1t1s
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nol uncommon ior persons
with masters or doctoral
degrees to be taking first
year classes in the
veterinary school.

Why 1s 1t so tough to get
1nto vet school?

Part of the problem lies in
the fact that there are only 21
veterinary schools 1n the
nation, and for the most
part, students must attend
the school tn their region.

In the Northeast there are
only two vet schools - one at
Penn and one at Cornell.
Pennsylvania residents have
virtually no choice but to
attend Penn if they choose to
practice veterinary
medicine. About 70 per cent
of Penn’s student body 1s
from the Commonwealth,
and two-thirds of all
veterinarians 1 the state
graduated from Penn.

In recounting his own
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experiences with applying to
vet schools, Mike Burton
notes that he was lucky - he
was accepted by Penn in his

second attempt.

“That’s a rare story,” he
pownts out ’

Mike did not only apply to

the Umversity of Penn-
sylvama, however He also
applied to schools out of
state and found the results
discouraging

“They all wrote back
saying that if there was one
m my state I shouldn’t
bother applying with them ”

“Some school don't even
bother sending an ap-
phication if you're from out
of state,” notes Mary
Sommer.

But, amazingly enough,
the requirements for en-
trance into veterinary school
are not that stringent.

“You should have a good
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urdergraduate grade point,”
notes Burton. “And, there
are some basic
requirements such as a few
muimum bio courses. But,
you can major in almost
anything as an un-
dergraduate — the president
of our class 1s an Enghsh
major.”

And, what are the chances
of getting a job after
graduation®

Excellent. Although the
vetertnary school grad can’t
always get the exact job he
or she had in mind, there are
more jobs available than
there are veterinarians, and
chances are high that the
graduating vet will locate a

job.

Mary Sommer and her
husband are typical
examples. They met In

veterinary school and are
now graduating with the
hopes of going mto large
animal practice. While they
have no fear of bemng unable
to locate a position, they
know that finding two rural
positions close to each other
could be difficult. As a
result, they will do some
shopping around before they
accept job offers.

“We’ll have
flexible,” Mary says.

Mike Burton has a more
out-of-the ordinary mterest.
He prefers to work with
exotic anmimmals and has
hopes of locating a position
m that area of anmnal
medicine.

When asked the per-
centage of graduating
veterinarians who set up
their own practices, Mary
and Mike rephed that
perhaps one or two students
m each graduating class
may be able to do so, but that
the cost 1s prohibitive.

to be

At this point, the School of
Veterinary Medicine of the
Umversity of Pennsylvama
1s concerned for its well
being. State appropriations
were severely cut last year.
Montes appropriated by the
State this year are the same
amount as three years ago.
Unless more operating funds
are found, tuition, which
mcreased $1000 this year,
will continue to rise and the
school could bhe forced to
trim down an already
austere program or possibly
lose faculty, and thus,
qualty.
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