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Farmers are harnessing more gasoline engines

TOLEDO, Ohio — Over the
last decade, the number of
gasoline-powered engines
per commercial farm in the
Umted States wncreased by

13.5 per cent
Accordmng to a study by
Champion Spark Plug

Company, the average farm
mm 1966 had 7.4 gasoline
engines Ten years later,

there was an average of 8 4
engmes on each farm. The
statistics are even more
significant because diesel-
powered tractors are not
included in the study (A
commercial farm 1s defined
as one that has an annual
gross mcome from farming
of $2,500 or more).

According to the recently

Fertilizer producers

up energy

WASHINGTON, DC. -
Major U.S. fertilizer
producers umproved energy
efficiency 1in fertihizer
production during 1977 by an
average 12 per cent above
1972, according to a report
submitted to the US.
Department of Energy by
The Ferulizer Institute The
energy efficiency average is
based on a survey for results
fions July through
December, 1977, compared
to 1972 base year date for the
industry. Included are
reports from companies
designated by the govern-
ment for filing energy ef-
ficiency figures, and also
companles who are filing
voluntarily in the Institute-
sponsored report.

Edwin M. Wheeler, TFI
president, while explaining
the report, pomnted out that
energy use per ton of fer-
tilizer produced during July-
December, was 3.65 mullion
BTU’s, excluding oper-
ational changes.

‘‘Had there not been im-
provements smnce 1972 1n
energy use efficiency,” he
said, ““4.16 mullion BTU’s per
ton would have been used.”

Thus, the efficiency gamn
was equivalent to 0.51
milion BTU’s per ton of
fertilizer,” he added. Ap-
plhed to 51.6 mullion tons
consumed mn 1977, this gan

represented an energy

efficiency

savings of about 26 trillion
BTU’s — equivalent to about
26 mullion mcf of natural gas,
or 4 5 mullion barrels of ol

With fert:lizer production
requiring nearly one per
cent of the nation’s total
annual energy consumption,
fertilizer producers are
making major efforts mn
energy conservation and mn
converting from scarce
forms of energy to more
abundant sources.

Sheep club

learns fitting

CARLISLE--The 4-H
Sheep Club of Cumberland
County held 1ts June meeting
at the home of Robert
Holtry, the group’s lead.r.
Holtry demonstrated how to
prepare the sheep for
showing. Shearing, blocking,
hoof trimming, and
showmanship were shown.
The July meeting will be
held at the home of Mark and
Tom Lebo.

Time To Rise

The draftee was rudely
awakened by the sergeant
“It’s four-thirty,” was the
roar ‘‘Four’thurty!’ replied
the recrutt “‘You'd better
get to bed, sarge, we've got a
long day ahead of us
tomorrou ’

Northeast

(Continued from Page 89)

Boneless cow beef, 90 per
cent lean, was down $1 while
85 per cent lean mcreased 50
cents Prime carcass veal
closed steady to $5 lower,
with Good and Chotce boning
vea! ranging from steady to
weak. Fresh pork lowns
fimshed $1 lower 1n a hmited
test

Choice Three steer beef,

550 to 700 pounds, brought
$86.50 Boneless cow beef, 80
per cent lean, sold at $100 to
$101 Prime special fed veal,
hide on, 180 to 225 pounds,
went from $130 to $140 Good
and Choice boning veal, 34
pounds and down, were
priced $88 to $90, with a few
iate sales going down to $86
Fresh pork loms, 14 to 17
pounds, moved at $103 50
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completed study—the eighth
farm spark plug survey
Champion has performed
over the years-the number
of commercial farms mn the
U.S 1n 1976 totaled 1,711,318,
a reduction of nearly 38,600
since 1966

However, gasoline-powe-
red vehicles and equpment
on U.S. farms grew from
13,034, 000 1n 1966 to 14,459,000
just a decade later

The only category where
the number of gasoline
engines decreased — a drop
of 11 per cent — was tractors,
although there are still more
than 3.1 million 1n use.

But dramatic increases
were noted in all other
categories of farm vehicles
and equipment The
Champion study showed that
there are 11 per cent more
automobiles on farms than a
decade ago, 12 per cent more
miscellaneous engies, 32
per cent more trucks, and 52
per cent more self-propelled
vehicles

Paralleling the mncrease 1n
the number of vehicles per
farm should be an increase
in the concern for proper

maintenance of these
vehicles
The Champion survey

discovered that 71 per cent of
the spark plugs in farm
vehicles are installed by the
farmer or a farm employee.
This represents a much
higher proportion of do-it-
yourself maintenance than
found in non-farm sectors 1n
the United States.

The «wenefits of such
periodic tune-ups for all
vehicles have been brought
into focus in recent years
with higher gasoline prices,
predicted shortages of fuel,
and ncreased concern about
€missIons.

Another Champion report,
which may have become
dusty on its shelf, contains
findings on the benefits of
keeping a tractor in tune that
seem as accurate now as a
decade ago when the test
was conducted

The conclusion from the
test — that the gasoline-
powered, 1nternal com-
bustion engme performs
better and with greater fuel
efficiency when it receives
periodic tune-ups—has been
substantiated through the
vears by other Champion
testing programs

The program, conducted
1n 1968, was one of the most
unique tests ever performed
by Champion It involved
field tests throughout the
United States and Canada on
more than 100 farm tractors
1n ““as found”’ condition and
then after a tune-up

The findings reached were
that periodic farm tractor
tune-up will benefit the
farmer by 1ncreasing the
acreage covered for the
same working time period
For an eight-hour working
day, the tests demonstrated
that a farmer could cover an
average of two additional

acres after a tune-up, tor an
increase n productivity of
nearly 5 per cent. Computed
another way, the findings
showed that a tractor tune-
up provided an average fuel
savings of nearly 10 per cent.

Aithough the number of
gasohne-powered tractors
has dimmished 1n recent
years, the benefits of tune-
ups are still important to the
farm owner, who operates a
growing fleet of vehicles that

do run on gasoline, ncluding
the family car.

The results of the tractor
tests, interestingly, have
been matched almost to the
percentage point, by a series
of Champion tests world-
wide, corapleted this year

The technology involved 1n
testing has mmproved over
the years, but the resuits are
the same. periodic tune-ups
save gasoline and umprove
performance

SERVING THE FARMERS
FOR 105 YEARS

HAMBURG SAYINGS

and
TRUST COMPANY

Hamburg, PA — Phone 215-562-3811
A FULL SERVICE BANK

Household

Molasses

Baking Molasses
Table Syrup
Blackstrap Molasses

Cows
Horses

Livestock

Sheep - Goats .
Hogs - Chickens

e Liquid feeding cane molasses

e Honey Brook Brand
dried molasses

¢ Z Brand dried molasses

LOOK FOR HONEY BROOK MOLASSES

AT YOUR LOCAL GROCER OR FEED MILL-

IF NOT AVAILABLE, CALL
(215) 273-3776

90 Z0OOK MOLASSES CO.

Box 160, Honey Brook, PA

Molsses

Q

SPECIFICATIONS:

* Capacity -
3 gal.

* Output -
0-1 gal./min.

* Upward Range -
351t.

* Weight -
17.51b.

Use as a sprayer
for fields, poultry
houses, as a
blower for barns,
parking lots,
warehouses

W’u

Stihl® Model F'S 1501 Brush Cutter

and 015 Powerhead

Stihl® Model SG-17 Mistblower

THE STIHL LINE
OF BRUSHCUTTERS
= INCLUDES 5 GASOLINE
% POWERED MODELS
AND ARE AVAILABLE
AS ATTACHMENTS

FOR CHAIN
SAW ENGINES.

FOUR TYPES OF CUTTING
HEADS, INCLUDING NYLON,

WILL HANDLE ANY
CLEARINGOR
TRIMMING JOB.
FEATURES:

* LIGHTWEIGHT
o EXCELLENT BALANCE
¢ RELIABILITY

A

RD 2, GAP, PA.

STOLTZFUS WOODWORK

1 mile North of Gap, Rt. 897

10 *ore — IN STOCK NOW!
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