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The dairy cow is a modern animal

By DEBBIE CLAYTON
Asst. Agricultural Editor
University of Delaware

NEWARK, Del. — Back
before Delaware was known
as the First State, ihere were
no handsome black and
white cows to complement
the green and gold pastures
of the countryside. But then
there was no such thing as a
dairy cow either.

“Until about the middle of
the 19th century, nobody
distinguished between meat
and milk cows,” says Joanne
Passmore, a former
University of Delaware
assistant extension
agricultural editor who is
now writing a book on
agriculture 1n Delaware.
“They just milked the cows
until the milk stopped and
then began fattening them
up for meat.”

Since there was no
refrigeration or tran-
sportation in those days, &
dairy business would have
been a complete im-
practicality. Most people put
their cows out to open range
until Iate fall when all but a
few were killed and salted
down for winter beef. They
could only afford to feed a
couple of cows through the
winter.

Delaware dairy cows have
come a long way from the
large-boned rugged cattle
the Swedes brought with
them when they started their
new lives in America back in
1638. As the different
nationalities settled in the
New World, each brought
their own cattle with them.
In addition to the hulking
Swedish cows, there were
large, yellow-colored Danish
cattle and colorful
‘“‘variegated’’ Dutch cows.

“When all these breeds
began mixing together, you
can imagine what a
conglomeration we had,”
says Passmore, who also
helps her husband run their
dairy farm near Taylor’s
Bridge.

It wasn’t long, however,
before people realized the
advantages of breeding
cattle to perpetuate

desireable traits. When the
industry arrived at ‘“‘neat”
or blooded cattle in America,
according to Passmore,
cattle owners began im-
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Even before the Civil War,
Durham Shorthorn -cattle
were brought here from
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TOM DUNLAP - Dist.
R1 Jersey Shore, PA
717-753-3196

RALPH BOWERMAN
Macedon, NY
716 924-3481

CAMPBELL'S
SALES & SERVICE
McAlisterville, PA
717 463 2191

COLUMBIA CROSSROAD
EQUIP.

R2 Columbia Crossroad, PA

717-297-3873

DIEHL EQUIP. CO.
Bedford, PA
814-847 2654

R E. GRAHAM & SON
Greensburg, PA
412 834-3162

BILL HANSEL
Knoxvitle, PA
814 326 4586

HINE EQUIPMENT
Cresson, PA
814 886 4183

England and another
popular breed was the
Devon — a strong but rather
gaunt, reddish cow.
Beginning to differentiate
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between meat and milk cows
at this time, farmers im-

ported Holsteins

and

Aldernay cattle (Jerseys
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HISTAND'S FARM & HOME
Towanda, PA
717-744-2371

HUGHES BROTHERS
LaJose, PA
814-277-6401

GEORGE LAWTON
Wellsboro, PA
717-724-3015

LOHR EQUIPMENT & FEED
Kantner, PA
814-893-5028

MARALL WELDING SUPPLY
New Woodstock, NY
315 655-9226

ALLEN MARTIN
Jackson Center, PA
412-662-2883

TED MARSHALL
Venice Center, NY
315-364-8452

ALFRED MAURHOFF
Cabot, PA
412-352-2629

R & B INDUSTRIES
Apolio, PA
412-478-1306

ROSS TRACTOR SALES
53 Woodland Ave
Waynesburg, PA
412-627-6906

SCHULACK EQUIPMENT
R1 Avon Valley, PA
412-667-7987

RUSSELL SMELTZER
Centre Hall, PA
814-238-8275

WILLIAM SYSTEMA
Sussex, NJ
201 875-5440

KURT VAN DORN
Mount Morris, NY

RAY ZIMMERMAN
Turbotville, PA
717-649-5430

The dairy cow as we know her today was unheard of less than 100 years ago.
Man has made her what she is through specific breeding and feeding programs.

WILLIAM F. GUHL - Dist.
Oxford, PA
717-529-2569

WALTER WEBSTER
Street, MD
301-452-8521

GEORGE BRUCHEY, JR.
Keymar, MD
301-662-6963

Protect your farm against power
outages caused by thunderstorms.
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came through during t,
mid-1800s,”’ says Passmaor,
“The farmers now had a wy
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CREUTZBURG, INC.
QUALITY LIVESTOCK
SUPPLIES

* OPEN DAILY - 8:00 TO 5:00
SATURDAY - 8:00 TO 12:00
OWNER: HARRY E. LANDIS
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CREUTZBURG, INC.

Lincoln Highway East, Box 7, Paradise, Pa. 17562
(717)768-7181

and Guernseys) strictly for
milking purposes.

“The dairy industry really
started when the railroad;
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& EQUIPMENT - Dist.
Robert Nick, President
Lancaster, PA

ERB & HENRY EQUIPMENT &
New Berlinville, PA 3
215-845-7886

717-394-9251 GLENN HERR
Gettysburg, PA

RONACHENBACH 717-637-9632

Pen Argyl, PA

215 863 552 LONGACRE ELECTRIC
Baily, PA'

LESTER BOLL 215-845-2261

Lititz, PA MECKLEY DALMATIA

717-626-6198 Dalmatia, PA
717-758-3021

BRANDT'S FARM SUPPLY

Ehzabethtown, PA SWOPE & BASHORE

717-367-1221 Myerstown, PA
717-933-4138

€ & WEQUIPMENT DON UPPERMAN

717-243 4419 Chambersburg, PA

) 717-264-6007

PHARES EBERLY EARL S. WEAVER '

New Holland, PA New Holland, PA

717-354-7889 717-354-7889

SAMUEL J. YODER
Greenwood, DE

ECH ELECT. ENTERPRISE
R2 Kempton, PA

215756 6821 302-422-5010
FIDELITY ELECTRIC
COMPANY INC.

332 NORTH ARCH STREET
LANCASTER PA 17603
PHONE 717-397-8231



