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Human brucellosis still a serious problem

WASHINGTON, D.C.
With calving and farrowing
seasons now underway,
farmers and ranchers should
be aware that brucellosis
stil poses some risk to
human health. Assisting
animals at birth is one way
people may become exposed
to this disease.

Thanks to pasteurization
of milk and progress in
eradicating the disease in
livestock, human brueellosis
(sometimes called undulant
fever) is no longer a scourge
of rural areas.

“But it’s still considered
an occupational risk for
certain people,” said Dr.
Paul Becton, director of the
national brucellosis
eradication program for the
U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Animal
and Plant Health Inspection
Service.

According to Dr. Becton,
the disease now occurs most
frequently in packing plant
workers, livestock
producers, and
veterinarians — the people
most likely to handle in-
fected animals or their
carcasses.

The early 1970’s saw a rise
in human cases, from 175 in
1973 to 354 in 1975 - a
doubling in just two years.
This increase was closely
linked with a resurgence of
the disease in cattle — a
trend which has since been
reversed. .

‘“‘When plotted on a chart,”
said Dr. Becton, ‘‘the human
infection rate closely follows
the trend (generally
downward) in cattle In-
fection. (See charts.)

“Through the cooperative
efforts of state-federal
animal health workers and
producers,’’ said Dr. Becton,
“the infection rate in cattle
is now down to one-half of
one per cent compared with
a five per cent rate 20 years
ago. Similarly, reported
human cases are now below
300 a year - a fraction of the
6,400 cases reported in 1947.”

The Department of Health,
Education and Welfare
(HEW), U.S. Public Health
Service, has an active in-
terest in human brucellosis.
HEW’'s Center for Disease
Control (CDC) in Atlanta
carries brucellosis as a
reportable disease in its
weekly tabulations on
morbidity and mortality.
CDC also issues an annual
summary of brucellosis
surveillance.

Since 1960, CDT notes that
most human brucellosis in
this country has been of
swine origin. In two recent
years (1975 and 1976),
however, cattle-related
cases exceeded swine-
related cases.

CDC figures show that
brucellosis predominately
affects men between the
ages of 20vand 60. This is the
age category of the working
force in this country, the
group most likely to acquire
brucellosis in the meat
packing and livestock in-
dustries.

According to CDC, the
most probably source of
exposure to workers in the
meat processing industry is
swine. But, for workers in
the Lvestock industry -
producers, veterinarians,
market employees - the
most probably source is
cattle.

Dr. Becton noted there are
no cases on record of people
getting the disease by eating

meat. This is because the
bacteria that cause
brucellosis tend to localize in
the reproductive tract and
udder, parts that are
removed at slaughter. Also,
the bacteria are readily
killed by normal cooking
temperatures or
pasteurization.

Some natural food ad-
vocates favor the use of raw
rather than pasteurized
milk. This preference for
unpasteurized milk may,
according to Dr. Becton,
present some risk to these
individuals.

In a recent 10-year period
(1965-1974), the eating or
drinking of unpasteurized
dairy products accounted for
some 190 human cases.
However, only one-third of
these was attributed to dairy
products produced in this
country, and none to com-

mercially distributed
products.
‘““Though uncommon

today, human brucellosis is
a serious disease,” said Dr.
Becton, “one that can cause
much misery.”

The disease is charac-
terized by insidious onset of
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TOM DUNLAP - Dist.
R1 Jersey Shore, PA
717-753-3196

RALPH BOWERMAN
Macedon, NY
716-824-3481

CAMPBELL'S
SALES & SERVICE
McAlisterville, PA
717-463-2191

COLUMBIA CROSSROAD
. - EQUIP.
- R2 Columbia Crossroad, PA
717-297-3873

DIEHL EQUIP. CO.
Bedford, PA
814-847-2654

R.E. GRAHAM & SON
Greensburg, PA
412-834-3162

‘ BILL HANSEL
B  Knoxville, PA
814-326-4586

HINE EQUIPMENT
Cresson, PA
814-886 4183

fever, chills,. sweats,
weakness, pains, and aches.
Weakness bordering on
exhaustion is the most
outstanding complaint in
both acute and chronic
cases.

Untreated, brucellosis in
man can result in a
debilitating, incapacitating
illness of long duration with
an occasional death.

Diagnosis presents one of
the difficuit aspects of
human brucellosis. Since the
symptoms may only last
from a few days to a week
with each episode, they are
commonly passed off as
some form of “the flu” or
other common infection.

Also, the time between
exposure and the ap-
pearance of symptoms
varies from a few days to
several months; so the
source of infection also may
go unrecognized.

Chronic forms of
brucellosis, especially,
present diagnostic dif-
ficulties because the
symptoms are charac-
teristic of many disorders —

(Turnto Page 24)
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\ Protect your farm against power

HISTAND'S FARM & HOME
Towanda, PA
717-744-2371

HUGHES BROTHERS
LaJose, PA
814-277-6401

RORGE LAWTON
Welisboro, PA
717-724-3015

LOHR EQU!PMENT & FEED
Kantner, PA
814-893-5028

MARALL WELDING SUPPLY
New Woodstock,.NY
315-655-9226

ALLEN MARTIN
Jackson Center, PA
412-662-2883

TED MARSHALL
Venice Center, NY
315-364-8452

ALFRED MAURHOFF
Cabot, PA
412-352 2629

R & E INDUSTRIES

AGRI POWER

outages caused by thunderstorms.

The Loadstar PTO Aiternator
SALE - SALE - SALE
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OFF
LIST PRICE

ON ANY 25 KW

& LARGER PTO

ALTERNATOR
FORDELIVERY NOW THRU JUNE 30

Apolio, PA & EQUIPMENT - Dist.
42‘132-478- 1306 Robert Nick, President 215-845-7886
Lancaster, PA
ROSS TRACTOR SALES 717-394.9251 GLENN HERR
53 Woodiand Ave Gettysburg, PA
Waynesburg, PA RON ACHENBACH 717-637-9632
412-627-
126276906 Do Ayl P LONGACRE ELECTRIC
SCHULACK EQUIPMENT Bally, PA
R1 Avon Valley, PA 215-845-2261
412-667-7987 t’i-‘;’ﬁg,\”“
iz, MECKLEY DALMATIA
RUSSELL SMELTZER 717-626-6198 Dalmatia, PA
Centre Hall, PA 717-758-3021
3814-238-8275 BRANDT'S FARM SUPPLY
Elizabethtown, PA SWOPE & BASHORE
WILLIAM SYSTEMA 717-367-1221 Myerstown, PA
28583;'5 NJ440 . 717-933-4138
L8755 4 W EQUIPMENT DON UPPERMAN
KURT VAN DORN s fé Chambersburg, PA
Mount Morris, NY 717-243-4419 717-264-6007
RAY ZIMMERMAN PHARES EBERLY EARL S. WEAVER
Turbotville, PA New Holland, PA New Holland, PA
717-649-5430 717-354-7889 717-354-7889

WILLIAM F. GUHL - Dist.

ECH ELECT. ENTERPRISE
R2 Kempton, PA

SAMUEL J. YODER
Greenwood, DE

Oxford, PA 215-756-6821 302-422-5010
717-529.2569
WALTER WEBSTER .
Street, MD . ‘ ‘
301-452-8521

FIDELITY ELECTRIC

GEORGE BRUCHEY, JR.
Keymar, MD
301-662-6963

COMPANY INC.

332 NORTH ARCH STREET
LANCASTER PA 17603
PHONE 717-397-8231
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ERB & HENRY EQUIPMENT 8
New Berlinville, PA
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