Each pleated ribbon must be cut to size to fit the
individual rosette.

Ribbon-making

involves detailed

handwork

By KENDACE BORRY

LITITZ - Have you ever
though about the ribbons and
premiums that you might
win at a farm fair or horse
show or some other contest
that you may have entered?
Those fancy strips of
material just didn’t appear,
they had to be made
somewhere.

One such place 1s the
Garden Spot Badge Co.,
located 1 Latitz, which has
been making ribbons,
trophies, and printing
programs for over 18 years.
The operation, which started
in the back room of the home
of its president and founder,
Oren Spangenburg, has
grown to where it is now
housed in an attractive
concrete block bulding
located on 2% acres of land.
During the peak season,
which 1s from May to
August, 52 people are em-
ployed by the firm. Over
300,000 fancy rosette ribbons
are made per year. And,
Spangenburg added,
trophies made account for
about 40 per cent of the
business.

When asked how he got
started 1 the business,
Spangenburg related that he
had a background 1n graphic
arts and has always had
what he calls “horse blood”.
He decided to put the two
interests together and
started to make ribbons.
Since horse shows account
for about 85 per cent of his
orders, the two 1deas seem to
go together nicely.

Origmnally a farm boy
from New York state,
Spangenburg came to the
Lititz area to serve his ap-
prenticeship. He liked the
area so much that he decided
tostay.

Orders for his ribbons and
trophies come in from ali
over the Umted States, ir-

cluding Hawan. And he
thinks once the eccnomy
strengthens up, his
business should show a
growth of 15 to 20 per cent a
year. In fact, he wonders
how long his present
facilities will be adequate
with his thriving business.

One thing that makes the
ribbon business unique,
according to Spangenburg,
is the amount of handwork
mvoilved. Because of the
nature of {he work, a great
deal of the rosette making
involves work that can only
be done by human hands,
piece by piece.

The ribbon used for the
rosettes 1s made for the
Garden Spot Badge Co.
especially, woven, dyed, and
finished. One million yards
of ribbon are used every
year.

The first step in making a
rosette 1s the pleating
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A series of three stanle machines are used to fasten the streamers to the

rosette part of r'.z 21ohe-

NI
R et

Fanqy rosettes get special attention with the
extra ribbon stapled into position.

Buttons and ribbons of the rosette part of the
ribbon are firmly attached to each other.

process, which is done on a
machine automatically. One
of three machines can pleat
the ribbon which 1s thrown
into bins and then cut by
hand to the size to fit around
the outside of a ribbon. It is

then stapled by hand to form
acircle.

The rosette ribbon gets
stapled to a vinolyn backing.
Then a sewing machine

(Turn to Page 145)

- g ‘a“%

See your nearest

SPERRY<-NEW HOLLAND

Dealer for
Dependable Equipment and
Dependable Service:

Lynnport, PA

Kermit K Kistler, Inc
Lynnport, PA

215 298-3270

Awville, PA

Airville Farm Service
Airville, PA
717-862-3358
Alexandria, PA

McEwensville, PA
Clapper Farm Equipment —

Don's Service Shop

RD1

Box 97
814-669 4465 717-538-1362
Annvilie, PA
B H M Farm Equipment, inc  Mill Hall, PA
RD 1 Paul A Dotterer
717-867-2211 RD1
Beavertown, PA 717-726 3471
Ben H Walter
Beavertown, PA Millville, PA
717-658 7024 W O Diehi & Sons

RD 1

Bernville, PA 717-458 6421
Stanley A Klopp, Inc
Bernville, PA New Holland, PA
215488-1510 A B C Groff, Inc
Biglerville, PA 110 South Railroad
Wolff Farm Supply Co 717-354-4191
Biglerville, PA
717 677-8144 Oley, PA
Carhisle, PA Q .[lD I;oss & Son, Inc
Paul Shovers, Inc 215.987-6257

35 East Willow Street

717-243-2686

Orwigsburg, PA
Catawissa, PA Paul J Eichert & Son
Abraczinskas Farm RD1
Equipment, Inc 717943-2304
RD 1
717 356-7409 Palm, PA
(Mg,ﬂ Wentz Farm Supplies, Inc
Clugston impiement, inc Rt 29
RD 1 215-679-7164
717-263-4103 Pt PA

itman,

Chester Springs. PA Marlin W Schreffler
Nevin N Myer & Sons, Inc Pitman, PA
Chester Springs, PA 717-648-1120
215-827-7414

Quarryvilie, PA

Davidsburg, PA
George N Gross, Inc
RD 2, Dover, PA
717-292-1673

C E Wiley & Son, Inc
101 South Lime Street
717-786-2895

i Reedsville, PA
Efizabethtown, PA Big Valley Sales & Service,
Messick Farm Inc
Equipment, Inc 0
2750 North Market St P e Sana
717-367-1319 R PA

ingtown,

M Ringtown Farm Equipment
Yingling implements Ringtown, PA
RD 9 ~889-
717-359-4848 71.7 889-3184
Halifax. PA Shippensburg, PA
ﬁ R B Miller, Inc
RWS'gBa'é r1°§ Shippensburg, PA

» BoX 717-532-4178
717-896-3414
Hanover. PA Sllv'erdale, PA
—_—t | G 's Ag Sales
Sheets Bros , Inc Box 149
Carlisle Street 215-257-5135
717-632-3660 T P

A
Honey Brook, PA 1amaqua, 12
gependable Motor Co Shg l43'3 sS Snyder, Inc
ast Main Street 386
215-273-3131 ;,17 381:945
PA
Honey Grove, PA waynesborg, FA
y Larove Blue Ridge Fruit Exchange,

Norman D Clark & Son, inc
Honey Grove, PA
717-734 3682

Hughesville, PA
Farnsworth Farm

Inc

Waynesboro, PA
717-762-3117
West Chester, PA
M S Yearsley & Son

Supplies, Inc
103 Cemetery Street oo abo ast Market Street
717-584 2106

West Grove, PA

Lancaster, PA kbt Ml
e SG Lewis & Son, Inc

L H Brubaker, Inc

RD 2,Box 66
350 Strasburg Pike -
717-397 5179 215-869 2214
Churchville, MD
Lebanon, PA

Walter G Coale, Inc
2849-53 Churchville Rd
301-734 7722

Rising Sun, MD

Evergreen Tractor Co , Inc
30 Evergreen Road
717 272 4641

Lititz, PA 2o 1A e
mubaker Ag-Ind Equipment Co , Inc
R D 2, Route 273 East

700 Woodcrest Avenue 301-398-6132

717 626 7766 301-658-5568

Loysville, PA Woodstown, NJ

Paul Shovers, Inc Owen Suppl'y Co

';?);S;glge_'spl/; . 2(r)ga;163treet & East Avenue
9-0308



