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Migrant labor episodes recollected e

EDITOR’S NOTE: The
following article is a con-
tribution from a reader. The
purpose of articles such as
this one is to give a written
and pictorial record of what
agriculture was like a
generation or two ago.

By MARSHALL JONES

WEST CHESTER --
During the depression years
of the 1930°’s with an
unemployment rate of 25 per
cent, there was an abundant
supply of local labor at
potato harvest time. During
the war years of the early
1940’s this labor pool went
mto the armed services and
defense industries and
farmers were forced to find
an alternate labor source, It
was at this ime that farmers
were asked to produce more
food but were faced with
serious shortages of labor
and machinery. These
problems were very serious
at the time, but after 35
years, one can remember
some humerous events of
thatera.

The potato growers in New
Jersey would bring large
numbers of Negro help from
Florida in trucks and buses
to pick their crop in August
and September. The New
Jersey growers would dig
the potatoes and contract
with the crew leader to
furrush labor for picking,
grading, and bagging the
crop for 10 cents or more per
100 pounds.

They were usually finished
by October when our late
variety of potatoes were
ready for harvest.

I knew a potato grower
near Hightstown, N.J. 1
needed about eight pickers
and since he had about 30, he

said he would select the best
ones who did not have a
drinking problem and I could
get them early in October
when he completed har-
vesting.

On the first Sunday in
Ocotober 1943 I went to New
Jersey to get them.

One of the men had an old
Pontiac sedan which we had
to tow to get started and gas
was rationed then and they
had no gas rationing stamps
so I bought a tankful of
tractor gas from the potato
grower. Four of themn loaded
their meager belongings in
the car and 1 got them
started on their way with
mstructions for them to wait
for me when they reached

Trenton.
Today we hear much about

the OSHA regulations In
regard to migrant labor. It
was quuite different 35 years
ago. In New Jersey they
Iived in a cattle shed and
were quite satisfied.

When we arrived home
late in the afternoon I put
them 1n a four room tenant
house with a hand water
pump, an old cook stove and
an old radio. For some it was
their first experience with
electric hights, and they said
1t was the best housing ti:~v
ever had.

There was no furmture in
the house but they said they
didn’t mund that. Three of
them filled potato sacks with
straw for beds. Three more
went to work on a dead tree
with a cross-cut saw and an
axe and the other two
quickly made a table and
bench from the lumber while
the cook was unloading the
cars. Within an hour after

.
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arriving, the cook had a
meal started on the stove.

They proved to be very
good workers, and although
they could not read or write,
they sure knew how to count
their money.

When the harvest was
completed 1n November and
the weather was getting
colder they did some repair
work on the Pontiac and
some of them started for
Florida but I doubt if the old
car made it that far.

Others joined the Negro
community in West Chester
and went to work in the
defense mndustries there.

The next year the U.S. was
scraping the bottom of the
labor barrel and large
numbers of Jamaicans were
imported to help with the
harvest. Those for Delaware
and Chester Counties were
housed 1n the old Delaware
County Prison in Media. I
hauled about a dozen the 14
miles to work each day in a
stake body truck with a
canvas top and bales of
straw for seats.

The first day there was a
real frouble maker m the
group and after we
eliminated lum they worked
fairly well but not as good as
the Florida group the year
before.

One October morning the
temperature was just above

>

the freezing mark with a
very heavy frost. They
thought it was snow which
they had never seen before.
They said 1t was too cold to
work but as some potatoes
were already dug I per-
suaded them to pick and load
them on the wagon which
they did with much grum-
bling and complaining about
the weather. 1 took the

Sure
cure for

O

wagon load to the barn and
when I returned to the field
no one was in sight, I looked
mto the truck and all I saw
were the straw bales which
were movirig. I pulled them
aside and such a sight I have
never seen before or since.
All the Jamaicans were on
the floor all wrapped around
each other like a bunch of
snakes trying to keep warm.

UPER-SOLE
.. FARM BOOT

Needless to say they refused
to work anymore that day
and I took them back to the
warm jail. I was really glad
when the potato harvest was
finished that year.

In 1954 there were several
hundred German prisoners
of war 1n a camp near the
airport 1n Philadelphia.

{Conuinued from Page 144)

v
i

AA | A B c {'D E EEE
9.18|8-15|7%-18 | 6%-14| 5-16] 6-14 | 6-13
| RED WING -5+

Feel really fit

for farm work

BANKAMERICARD

WAYNE'S
DRY GOODS

271 W Main Street, — Kufztown, PA

— Phone [215]683-7686

A barn
cleaner’s an

Stormer
EZEE-DRY

Dries up ¢to keep
drying costs down

« Dry up to
568 bu./hr.
« Storage Capacities
to 16,000 bu.

No other grain drying system can match Stormor s
patented overhead drying floor for efficiency

it uses all avatiable heat to dry your grain And
that keeps drying costs down

It s easy to save time energy, and maoney with
Stormor See us today and we 1l give you all

the facts'

“everyday”
machine.
Badgel
huilds ’em
to last

Cleaning barns is part of your everyday routine. Badger keeps it
routine. When you’re running tight, Badger keeps you on-schedule with @
a dependable, trouble-free barn cleaner.

Badger’s chain is designed to operate smoothly with minimum wear.
Every link is heat-treated forged steel, joined by heavy carbon-steel
pins. The closed links reduce chain stretching...so there’s no need to
clean your barn twice a day, if you have a long installation. Badger
chain is built to carry a full load.

aager ¢  See Yourlocal Badger Dealer }

Loucks

GRAIN EQUIPMENT INC
Box216,RD 12
York PA 17406

New Phone Number 717-755-2868

Quality Built to Last Longer

SHOW-EASE STALL CO. CECIL DAIRY SERVICE ~ GRUMELLY'S FARM SERVICE  PIKEVILLE EGUIPMENT INC.
523 Willow St RD1,Rt 274 Mechanics Grove RD2
Lancaster, PA 12 Mi South Rising Sun, MD Quarryville, PA Oley, PA
Ph (717)299-2536 Ph (301) 658-6923 Ph (717)786-7318 Ph (215)987-6277
LLOYD E. KREIDER CARL L. SHIRK McMILLEN BROS. ROY 0. CHRISTMAN
RD1 RDS RD1 RD 1,Box 119
Cochranvilie, PA Lebanon, PA Loyswville, PA Hamburg, PA

Ph (215)932-4700

Ph (717)274-1436

PETERMAN FARM EQUIPMENT, INC.

225 York Road
Carlisle, PA
Ph (717) 249-5338
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Ph (717)789-3961

Ph (215)562-7218 — 488-1904

A. C. HEISEY FARM EQUIPMENT INC.

RD1

Jonestown, PA
Ph (717)865 4526



