
Investors sought for $5 million
cat ranch in Lancaster County

Editor’s Note: Highly unreliable in-
formants in Lancaster County provided
this exclusive agribusiness information to
the editorofLancasterFarming.

NTNELTVES - A group of businessmen
and farmers are reportedly looking for
investment opportunities near this nor-
thern Lancaster County community. A
letter describes the business adventure as
“a real sleeper in making a lot of money
with very little investment.” The text
follows:

“A group ofus are considering investing
in a large cat ranch near Ninelives,
Lancaster County, Pa. It is our purposeto
start rather small, with about one million
cats. Each cat averages about twelve
kittens each year; skins can be sold for
about30 cents for the white ones andup to
50 cents for the black. This will give us 12
million cat skins per year to sell at an
average price of around 42 cents, making
our revenues about$5 million.

This really averages out to $20,000 per
day—excludingSundays and holidays.,

A good cat man can skin about 50 cats
per day at a wage of $15.00 a day. It will
take only 663 men to perate the ranch, so
the net profit would be over $lO,OOO per
day.

YOUR FARM EQUIPMENT
IS YOUR LIFE LINE

PUT ALL THE DIESEL PROBLEMS
IN CAPABLE, RELIABLE HANDS

AT

MILLER DIESEL INC.
Specializing in Diesel fuel injection pumps and

injectors
6030 JonestownRd. - Harrisburg, PA 17112

717-545-5931^,
Interstate 81 - Exit 26

Celebrating our 20thyear in business.

Now, the cats would be fed on rats ex-
clusively. Rats multiply four times as fast
as cats. We would start a rat ranch ad-
jacent to our cat farm. If we start with a
million rats, we would have four rats per
dayfor each cat. The rats will be fed onthe
carcases ofthe catsthat we skin.

This will give each rat a quarter of a cat.
You can see by this that tjiis business is a
clean operation self supporting and
really automatic throughout. The cats will
eat the rats and the rats will eat the cats
andwe will get the skins.

Let me know if you are interested; as
you can imagine, I am rather particular
who I want to get in on this, and want the
fewest investorspossilbe.

Eventually it ismy hopeto cross the cats
with snakes, for they will skin themsleves
twice ayear. This will save labor costs of
skinning as well as give us two skins for
one cat.”

The signature at the bottom of the letter
could not be read.

More reliable sources of information in
Lancaster County assure us the whole
story is ahoax.

HOUSEHOLD
EMPLOYERS,
TAKE NOTE

If you employ domestic
help you are required to pay
federal unemploymenttax if
you paid $l,OOO or more in
cash wages during any
calendar quarter. The tax
rate for 1978 is 3.4 per centof
each employee’s first $6,000
of annual wages (however,
the tax is paid by the em-
ployer and not withheld
from the employee). Form
940 should be filed no later
than January 31, 1979 for
wagespaidin 1978.

Life on the farm
The envelope I was fingering never

contained good news, and this one, I
knew, was worse than any ever
received before. Just seeing it made
me feel weak and I wished all this was
only a dream.

But it wasn’t. Printed in big, red,
bold letters near the top of the
message were the words - “SECOND
WARNING."

What followed was a brief
description as to why the warning
was issued, and what the next course
of action would be for the Baltimore
City Health Department, (BQHD).

The next morning, shortly after the
milking was uone and the barn was
being swept up, a light green Dodge
pulled up around the barn. On the
side of the door were the initials
•’B.C.H.D.”

Watching the man step from the
vehicle out of the corner of one eye,!
prayed weakly and silently and
pushed the broom to the center of the
barn and out towards where the silos
were. I continued my sweeping there,
pushing the broom in short, brisk
spurts and thinking only about the
possible consequences of this visit by
the health department inspector

Feeling disgusted, discouraged and
weak for the rest of the day, I worked
carefully and slowly, all the while
clinging to a little bit of hope for
favorable results

Forty-eight hours later, Tom Moot e,
fieldman for Maryland Cooperative
Milk Producers, turned his light-blue
Volkswagen on to the gravel driveway
leading around to the barn. The
sound of tires on loose stones alerted
me and suddenly that weak, deflated
feeling was with me again.
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The news was good and bad, and in
this case the bad prevailed. Samples
of milk taken out of the bulk tank two
days earlier by the BCHD official
showed that the leucocyte count was
high for the third consecutive time.
The penalty for that was a three day
suspension from the milk market.

A high leucocyte count is usually
associated witlTudder inflammation
and infection mastitis which
troubles every dairyman in the
country in varying degrees from time
to time. In this case the problem had
lingered for months at tolerable
levels and suddenly spread to
epidemic proportions.

According to a report published
several months ago in the Holstem-
Fnesian World, at least 50 per cent of
the nation’s dairy cows become in-
fected with mastitis, and of those that
do, the National Mastitis Council says
three out of four will be infected for
75 per cent of their milking lives.

The Council figures that the
diseasecosts the dairyman sl6o’per
coW per year. That’s a figure which is
hard tocomprehend because much of
mastitis goes unnoticed But when it
strikes hard, and the results force the
health department to take serious
action a three day suspension
the costs add up rapidly and in a way
which isn’t at all hard to comprehend

At today’s prices, the value of the
milk lost during that episode of Life
on the farm adds up to over $BOO
That’s only the value of the actual
milk produced, not counting the lost
potential in milk production and the
added medical expenses encountered
to fight mastitis
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