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LANCASTER - If Penn-

sylvania farmers don’t make
their water requirements
known soon to the Depart-
ment of Environmental
Resources, they could be left
out of die state’s water
resource plans, says
Agriculture Secretary Kent
Shelhamer.

The Susquehanna River
Basin Commission is
currently drawing up plans
for water use in Penn-
sylvania in order to assure
that future water
requirements can be met.
Crediting the Commission
with having good intentions,
Shelhamer nonetheless
exclaimed thatthey are good
men with well-meaning
plans who don’t know what
they’re d.oing. The
agriculture chiefs primary
concern is that the farmer
not be ignored or mistreated
in thewaterresource plans.

John McSparran
As far as Shelhamer is

concerned, the farmer’s
rights stand in jeopardy if
something isn’t done soon.
To illustrate his concern, he
noted that the Commission
will limit consumptive water
use on anysize farmto 20,000
gallons per day during
drought periods. Shelhamer

leaves no doubt that he isn’t
satisfied, saying that it’s
during drought periods that
extra water is needed to
irrigate crops. His Depart-
ment is looking into the
matter, but he’s also urging
farmers to become involved
in a letterwriting campaign.

The meeting Shelhamer
and about 60 others attended
last Wednesday specifically
concerned irrigation water
needs in the Susquehanna
watershed. Other areas of
water use on the farm were
also brought to light,
however. The 20,000 gallon
per farm limit, includes
water for such uses as
livestock watering.
Shelhamer isn’t convinced
that such uses are being
treated fairly by the SRBC,
which is an arm of the
Department of En-
vironmentalResources.

John McSparran, who
heads the water resource

Kent Shelhamer
planning for DER, isn’t as
concerned about the issue as
js Shelhamer. Taking the
podium after Shelhamer had
left, McSparran assured the
group that DER and SRBC
were interested in keeping
the farmers’ water needs in
mind. To back up his claim,
he encouraged every farmer

to send a statement to the
SRBC explaining their water
needs.

Technically, DER already
has a regulation in the books
which could enforce the
20,000 gallon per farm limit
during a dry spell. A farmer
who would need more water
than that per day isrequired
to have a permit, said Mc-
Sparran, a former Lancaster
Countian. Presently, not a
single Lancaster County
farmerhas apermit.

McSparran pointed out
that the water limitation
doesn’t go into effect unless
water flow in the
Susquehanna and its
tributaries reaches 10-year
low levels. This point is what
has Shelhamer most con-
cerned. He notes that it is
during suchtimes that crops
are in most need ,of
irrigation. If they can’t be
irrigated during such stress
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No doubt about it You've made great
strides in building your herd's pro-
duction Even if average,your herd's
milk production has probably doubled
in the last two decades And you're
looking for more

We're ready to take you much
further, and faster Curtiss stands ready
now with the Holstein sire power to
help you break your genetic barriers
with every crop of replacements To
help you reach greater milk and butter-
fat levels, and sendyou to the bank
with more profit.

How? Just lookat the sire summary
data of these five Curtiss sires Here's
the kind of PD Milk. PD Butterfat. and
PD $ that can put most any herd into
a totally new profit picture

Sure, you've seen high production
figures on sires from other sources
But you’ll note that Curtiss sires offer
something more total performance
Not only high milk and butterfat pro-
duction. but also style, dairy character,
udder strength and balance, and other
traits that contnbute to higher produc-
tion and reproductive efficiency These,

too. add up to more dairy income
So go ahead Shoot for higher milk

production Do it with Curtiss sires
and watch your herd take on the
advanced look of high
production and supenor
type

Call your Curtiss
distributor today Or callus
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periods, then the entire crop
could be lost.

McSparran and
Shelhamer both agree that
water usage will rise
significantly in years to
come. Both also agree that
some sort of regulations
must be established in order
to assure that all segments
of society can be supplied
with adequatewater.

“We cannot survive in
agriculture without
adequate water,”
Shelhamer exclaimed. The
Susquehanna River Basin
Commission’s regulations
could have a very harmful
effect on Pennsylvania
agriculture,” he em-
phasized.

The agriculture secretary
noted that in an earlier case
involving farmers, DER set
up erosion and sedimen-
tation regulations without
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