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Status of Africanized honey bee is improved

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Ordinarily, most people
know what to do for a bee
sting -- scrape out the stinger
to reduce the venom injected
and apply baking soda in a
little water to ease the pain.

Lately, however, one
might worry. Recent stories
about a new strain of ‘‘killer
bees’” might raise the
question: “Was it one of
them?”

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) an-
swers: ‘“‘Don’t worry.” The
ferocious nsects featured in
magazines and newspapers,
on television and in movies
are fiction. The real bees
behind the fiction are not
that ferocious. And they’ve
not been seen closer than
2,500 miles from the U.S.
border.

The real bees are the
result of matings between
wild bees brought from
Africa and European-type
domestic bees raised in
South America. Because of

their heritage, the new
strains of bees are called
‘““Africanized”’ or

“hybridized.”” All of the new
strains look hke domestic
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honey bees, but they are
better adapted to
semitropical climates where
they are topnotch honey

producers.

The new hybridized
strains arose through a
combination of intent and
accident. Honey bee queens
from Africa first were
brought to Brazil in 1956 to
be interbred scientifically
with the local domestic
honey bees. Swarms from 26
experimental colonies
escaped along with their
African queens. They
thrived in the wild and
spread rapidly.

Brazilians quickiy learned
that Africanized bee strains
need special handling
because they are unusually
aggressive. When they are
disturbed, they attack in
larger numbers, keeg up the
stinging longer, and chase
the intruder farther than
most domestic bees.
Although the sting of
Africanized bees is no more
venomous than that of
domestic bees, the attack of
an Africanized swarm is
definitely more frightenng
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and panful — but net more
deadly. \

Brazilian  beekeepers
found that around
Africanized bees, they had to
wear coveralls and gloves,
in addition to veils, even
though the extra clothing 1s
quite uncomfortable. By
adapting their procedures,
however, commercial
beekeepers were able to get
along with the Africanized
stramns and profited from
their higher productivity.

A further disadvantage of
the Africamzed strains is
their tendency to migrate
large distances. All types of
honey bees leave their hives
m swarms at some time.
This swarming occurs with
domestic honey bees mainly
when a colony gets too large.
The queen leaves with about
half of her bees to find a new
home. The remaining bees
develop a new queen.

In addition, Africanized
bees also take off when
conditions in their en-
viroment don’t suit them.
This special trait is called
“absconding swarming.”
It differs from reproductive
swarming in that swarming
domestic bees rarely move
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You (Joa't Have 3 Mongy Tree...

Try Ours

f course, money doesn’t grow on trees, but

it does grow with Savings Certificates!*In

fact, our long-term Certificates, when left to

maturity, will bring in a higher interest rate than

any other Savings Plan! Certificates come in a

variety of sizes, and each is guaranteed to grow!
See us about starting a money tree soon!

THE FARMERS NATIONAL BANK
OF QUARRYVILLE

SMALL ENOUGH TO KNOWYOU ..
LARGE ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU
TWO CONVENIENT SOUTHERN LANCASTER COUNTY LOCAT'ONS

QUARRYVILLE

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LENDER

PHONE (717) 786-7337

EACH ACCOUNT INSURED TO $40,000

MEMBERFDIC

PENN HILL

*A substantial iaterest penaity 1s required for early w *"Jdraw
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more than a mile. Observers
beheve Africanized bees
abscond on flights of 50 miles

» or more. So far, absconding

swarms of Africanized bees
have moved northward as
far as Venezuela and
westward into Peru and
Boliia. They also have
moved south mfo Uruguay
and Argentina.

American beekeepers
have two major concerns
about the Africamzed
stramns. First they wonder
how long the bees will take to
reach the United States and
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what can be done to delay
their arrival. Second, they
want to know whether the
hybridized bee expected
here would be troublesome
and what countermeasures
can he taken to minimize
any trouble.

An exact arrival date 1s
hard to set. If Africanized
strains continue to migrate
at their present pace, they
could move naturally

through Central America
and Mexico into the southern
United States in 10 to 15
years. Or they could ‘hit-

chhike” by ship or plane and
get here much qucker.

To deny the bees a free
ride, Congress passed an
amendment to the Honey
Bee Act in 1976 to prevent
bees, including their eggs,
larvae, pupae, or semen,
from being imported into the
United States. Bees from
Canada are excepted,
because Canada is equally
anxious as the United States
to keep out Africanized
strains,

The bee ban is enforced by

(Turnto Page 50)

ALL PURPOSE WHEELBARROWS
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K-8 WHEELBARROW
6 cu. FT.

SAVE YOUR BACK
o LET THE WHEELS CARRY YOUR LOAD.
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K-10 WHEELBARROW

10 CU. FT.

e LET THE WHEELS BALANCE YOUR LOAD.
e DUAL WHEELS CAN BE MOUNTED ON EITHER MODEL.

BENUEL L. STOLTZFUS INC.

RD 1, LEOLA, PA

ALLENTOWN PLANT

LEHIGH VALLEY COOPERATIVE

FARMERS

Full Service Co-op

OFFERS:

Excellent markets at modern
Pennsylvania plants.
Stable milk prices.
Convenient farm to plant hauling.
Membership in a growing Pennsylvania
cooperative.

! am interested in a LeHigh milk market.

Name

CALL 215-433-5111

or 717-524-0377
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Address
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LeHigh Valley Cooperative Farmers
ATTN.: John C. York
1000-1160 N. Seventh Street




