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Life on the farm By Dieter Krieg
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A fiercely cold wind, carrying an
endless cloud of icy snowflakes,
battered my bare face Coming
straight at me from the west, it made
it nearly impossible to see, and
sometimes even difficult to breathe.

milked regardless of the weather or
presence of electricity.

The highway was approximately a
quarter mile away A pale-yellow
beam of light faintly penetrated the
curtain of snow and for an instant
there was a flash of joy that ran all
through my body As the lights ap-
proached the end of the lane, I
silently repeated “turn in, turn in'”
to myself. The vehicle kept going and
all of a sudden I felt even more tired
and weak than before.

My feet were beginning to get
numb as I drove back and forth along
the lane from the barn to the road,
clearingthe snow away with an older
model farm tractor which had no cab
and only a small blade which wasn’t
designed for pushing snow. Progress
was slow, and oftentimes I wondered
if it wasn’t really the storm which was
winning this battle.

I lifted the lid of the bulk tank and
stared into if for a moment before
continuing to assemble the milking
equipment. The milk was within
three inches from the top. When the
agitator was turning, it actually
spilled some milk over the edges.
Each inch in height represented
about 200 pounds of milk. I guessed
it would hold 500 more pounds if the
agitator were turned off The cows
would produce around 1,000 pounds
tonight

When milking time approached, I
had been out on the tractor for
nearly three continuous hours. My
coat, hat, pants, and boots were
covered with snow and ice. My face
felt as though it was melting when I
stepped into the warmth of the milk
house to assemble the milking
machines and connect the pipeline to
the bulktank

Outside, there was no let-up on the
steady assault of the storm. More
than a foot of snow was already on
the ground, and there was no telling
how deep some of the drifts might
be. The wind whistled; sheets of tin
were starting to come loose; doors
rattled: and the electric wires heaved
back and forth, making me wonder
when they might snap

The phone rang. A neighbor
wanted know if the milk truck had
picked up our milk yet, “No,” I said,
“we expected him this afternoon -

the driver's wife had called about
making sure the lane was dared, but
he must not have returned from
Philly yet ”

While cows waited to be milked, I
wished 1 could turn each one of them
off I didn't want to be milking that
afternoon, and I stalled as much as I
could, frequently walking to the
windows to observe what was going
on outside If those electric wires
snapped then there would really be
trouble because cows do have to be

Two-thousand pounds of milk and
15 hours later, the milk truck pulled
up to the milk house, the snow had
crippled things all over the place -- at
the milk plant, on the roads, and on
farms Farmers lost a lot of money
during that storm six years ago and
milk truck drivers lost an awful lot of
sleep trying to get their tankers from
one place to another.

For Homes
With Hot

Water or Hot
Air Heat

SAVE ENERGY
AND MONEY

Install a Thermo-Control
Wood Heater Connects
directly to your present hot
air or hot water furnace
Operates efficiently with
attention only 2 or 3 times
daily Eliminates use of gas or
oil while in operation If you
want to be free from spiraling
gas and oil prices, write or
call for free information

THERMO-CONTROL
"HOT WATER HEAT"

WOODSTOVE

THERMO-CONTROL
“HOT AIR HEAT"
WOOD STOVE

Three sizes to choose from with capacities up to 12
rooms. 10 Year guarantee on stove.

Your Dealer For High Efficiency
Wood/Coal Stoves & Ranges

Insulated Stainless Steel Chimney Pipe In Stock
CALL OR WRITE;

LUKE G. SENSENIG
R.D. 1 Glenwood Dr.

Ephrata, Pa. 17522 Ph: 717-733-0703
VA mi. NE of Green Dragon,

S'- >

14

■£ "*

READ LANCASTER FARMING
FOR FULL MARKET REPORTS

ATTENTION
PORK PRODUCERS
McCOY

CATTLE COMPANY
is proud to announce that

EDWARD L PROSSER
has joined this firm as vice

President in charge of the
Hog Division.

Ed has a family farm background and is a 1974
graduate of Pennsylvania State University. He has
been employed the last two years as swine herd-
sman for Jerry Rutter, Dover, PA.

We are now better prepared to handle the
marketing of your fat hogs and feeder pigs at the
Lancaster Stockyards.

NEXT FEEDER PIG SALE
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1978

Tags delivered to your farm on request.

For more information call:

MAIN OFFICE HOG DIVISION ED’S HOME
717-397-1411 717-291-8912 717-259-0988

/SHIVVERS/ CIRCU-LATOR
Circu-Lator tranforms your drying bin into a totally automated Contin-

uous Flow System with drying capacities of 1,600 to 6,000 bushels of
corn per day (25% -15%) dependingupon bin and fan size. It dries high
moisture gram (30% and above) with ease, and operates around the
clockwithout babysitting.

With the Circu-Lator, your entire bin becomes a surge tank fill it as
fast as you harvest. When adjacent storage bins are full, the Circu-Lator
becomes a high capacity Recirculating Batch Dryer which may be
rapidly filled to the eaves.

Check into the Circu-Lator. See why the Best Continuous Flow System
is also the simplest and least expensive.

ORDER NOW AND BEAT THE 7% PRICE INCREASE
ON HUNTER BUCKET ELEVATORS FEB. Ist.

CALL OR WRITE FOR QUOTATIONS ON
COMPLETE GRAIN HANDLING, DRYING AND STORAGE SYSTEMS,

FEED GRINDING. MIXING ANDPROCESSING SYSTEMS, BULK FEED TANKS.
METERING, WEIGHING, AND HANDLING EQUIPMENT

MARTIN DISTRIBUTORS INC.
Sales Designing Installation

Parts & Service on Modern and Mix Mill Equipment
Rl, Lebanon, PA 17042- Phone- 717-866-4906 866-4555
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