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Montgomery County dairy farmer l_-larold
Haiteman has been on top of his county's- DHIA
program for four out of the past five years. He's

- Harold Halteman’s
Holsteins hold high honor

By DIETER KRIEG

TELFORD -~ For the
fourth time mn five years,
Harold Halteman milked his
way to the top of the Mon-
tgomery County DHIA list.
At a recognition dinner held
last month, the 37-year old
Holstzin breeder and his
family were singled out for
having reached a milestone
not only for themselves, but
for Montgomery County
DHIA as well.

The recently completed
testing year marks the first
time ever that a Mon-
tgomery County dairy herd
eclipsed the prestigious 700
pounds of butterfat
mark.Halteman surpassed it
with his 60 cows averaging
18,012 pounds of milk and 703
pounds of butterfat. A year
ago, when his herd was also
tops, his cows’ credits stood
at 17,274 pounds of milk and
641 of butterfat. Ten years
ago he ranked eleventh in
the county with a 577 pound
butterfat average.

The Montgomery Countian
credits his feeding program
for much of the progress that
has been made. Corn and
grass silage with a little hay
provide the roughage. “You
can't just mix up feed as
they did years ago,”
Halteman told Lancaster
Farming in an interview last
Spring. He believes in a
nutritionally balanced
ration, explaining that “it’s
not just protein and energy
nowadays, but vitamins and
minerals too.”

Aside from the amounts
and kinds of feeds offered,
Halteman also considers
feeding practices them-
selves to be important.

The last chore he does at
night is to check his cows’
feed situation. His higher
producing cows receive an
extra helping of hay and
grain at that time. ‘It only
takes a half an hour on the
average,”’ the young
dairyman said, convinced
that i’s a practice which
helps boost production.

His best cows do not
usually receive more than 30
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pound butterfat mark.

Monigomery County DHIA

pounds of grain per day,
although on occasion that
figure aPpproaches 40 pounds.
He feeds an 18% per cent
protein ration.

“We try very hard to
harvest for optimum
nutrition value from our
forage;” Halteman told
Lancaster Farming. Hay is
cut relatively young. On an
average cows receive 35
pounds of corn silage per
day, 15 pounds of grass
sialge and eight pounds of
hay. The main hay crops are

‘ clover and timothy. Alfalfa

hay is purchased.

The herd is stabled in
stanchions and free stalls.
Pipeline milkers are used
twice a day.

Keeping abreast of new
techniques and trends is also
considered to be important
for running an efficient and
productive farm. For that
reason, Halteman says “I
like to read,” and confesses
that he’s picked up a lot of
knowledge by doing just
that. Involvement with
organizations such as the
Pennsylvania Farmers
Association, the Holstein-
Friesitan Association of
America and DHIA round
out his experiences in the
profession of being a dairy
farmer.

In addition to having the
high county average,
Halteman 1s also owner of
the cows with mgh individual
miulk and butterfat records.

His ‘“Indiandale Victor
Vickie’” was high 1n the milk
race with 25,29 pounds. A
3.3 per cent butterfat test
gave her 838 pounds of
butterfat.

“Leesknoll Ty-Vic Proms
Pat” went to the top of the
butterfat rankings with her
production of 24,575 pounds
of milk and 955 of butterfat.

The second high herd in
Montgomery County 1s that
of E.N. Halteman and Son of
Harleysville. They are
Harold Halteman’s father
and brother, respectively,

Milking 43 Holsteins, the
father and son partnership
combined for a 1977 DHIA

average of 17,126 pounds of
milk and 680 of fat.

Third in the rankings was
Richard Bechtel of
Harleysville with 37 cows
averaging 16,937 pounds of
milk and 668 of fat. Darrell
Alderfer, Harleysville,
followed with an average of
17,204 pounds of milk and 661
of fat on 47 Holsteins. Fifth
place went to the Henry
Gottshall herd at Royersford
which averaged 16,346
pounds of milk and 642 of
butterfat.

Woodson Farms’ Holsteins
at Pennsburg finished sixth
with 39 cows averaging
16,590 pounds of milk and 629
of fat. In seventh place was
Merrill Mest of Obelisk with
29 Holsteins averaging 15,667
pounds of milk and 625 of
butterfat. Robert Moses,
Schwenksville, followed with
credits of 16,762 pounds of
milk and 624 of butterfat on
99 cows.

The mixed herd of
Gehringer Brothers at Bally
fimshed ninth. Their 58 cows
pumped out an average of
14,554 pounds of milk and 618
of fat for the year. Jay
Renninger, Royersford, had
111 Holsteins averaging
16,166 pounds of milk and 618
of butterfat to fill the tenth
slot on the list. Charles
Rhoads of Ohelisk followed
with an average of 15,866
pounds of milk and 614 of fat
on 41 cows.

Merrill Ruth, Telford, was
twelfth with 64 cows
averaging 16,243 pounds of
milk and 612 of fat. The final
herd to break the 600 pound
butterfat mark was that of
George Seneko,
Harleysville. His 49
Holsteins produced an
average of 15,237 pounds of
milk and 606 of butterfat.

Montgomery County DHIA
had 63 herds on test this past
testing year, with 13 echp-
sing the 600 mark, 28 over
550, and 49 over 500. Eight
herds were below the 450
mark with their averages.
and three of them failed to
crack 400

fhe county sverage tlus

the first in Montgomery County to break the 700
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year stands at 13,656 pounds
of milk and 534 of butterfat,
an increase of 750 pounds of
milk and 33 of fat over last
year. The state DHIA
average stands at 14,142
pounds of milk and 545 of
butterfat. T

Significant improvement
came to top Montgomery
County herds this year, with
the generally accepted
reason being better feeds,
particularly forages.

Although the average
value of milk is rated as
higher than the state
average, higher feed costs
eroded the margins. High
land prices and en-
croachment by housing
developments have left
Montgomery County
dairymen with higher feed
costs in every category but
one -- pasture. That’s
because many do not have’
pasture, In the case of
Harold Halteman, his cows
have access to a 2-acre
excercise lot.

Ve

Wivell’s corn
yields high

COLUMBIA, Pa. — Joseph
Wivell, of Columbia, has
placed high m the local
Project: 200 corn growing
program with a corn yield of
151.5 bushels per acre.

Wivell used Funk’s G-4636 5
in his high yielding plot. His
fertihzer program consisted
of 199 pounds nitrogen, 62
pounds phosphorous and 2
pounds potassium. He used
Aatrex/Lasso for weed
control. The crop was
planted on May 7 in 30-inch
rows at 23,000 plants per
acre. The yield was adjusted
t0 15.5 per cent moisture.

Project: 200 1s sponsored
annually by The Producers
of Funk's G-Hybrids and is
the largest corn growing
program of its kind in the
nation.
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ADAMS CO.
0.C RICE, INC.
Biglerville, PA
717-677-8135

YINGLING'S IMPLEMENT
RD1 Gettysburg, PA
717-359-4848

BERKS CO.

N.H. FLICKER & SONS INC.
Maxatawny
215-683-7252
STANLEY A. KLOPP INC.
Bernville, PA
215-488-1500

MILLER EQUIPMENT
Bechtelsville, PA
215-845-2911

SHARTLESVILLE
FARM SERVICE
RD 1, Hamburg, PA
215-488-1025
H. Daniel Wenger, Prop.

ZIMMERMAN'S
FARM SERVICE
Bethel, PA
717-933-4114

BRADFORD CO.
CARLL. PIERCE
RD2,

Columbia Cross Roads, PA
717-297-3513

WYNNE'S GARAGE
Canton, PA
717-673-8456

BUCKS CO.
C.J. WONSIDLER BROS.
Trumbauersville Road
Quakertown, PA 18951
215-536-1935

PAUL HISTAND CO., INC.
397 North Main Street
Doylestown, PA
215-348-9041

' - CECILCO.

. AG INDUSTRIAL

EQUIPMENT CO,
Rising Sun, Md.
301-658-5568

HESTER CO.
CHAS. J, McCOMSEY

& SONS
Hickory Hill, PA
215-932-2615

STOLTZFUS FARMSERVICE

Ccchranvilie, PA
215-593-5280

M.S. YEARSLEY & SONS
West Chester, PA
215-696-2950

COLUMBIA CO,
ORANGEVILLE
FARM EQUIPMENT
Orangeville, PA
717-683-5311

WILLIAM F. WELLIVER
Jerseytown, PA
717-437-2430

RLAND CO.
ERNEST SHOVER
FARM EQUIPMENT
19 West South St.
Carlisle, PA

- 717-249-2239

DAUPHIN CO
SWEIGARD BROS
RD 3, Halifax, PA

717-896-3414

ERANKLIN C
CHAMBERSBURG

FARM SERVICE, INC.
975 S. Main St.,
Chambersburg, PA
717-264-3533

MEYERS !
IMPLEMENTS, INC.
Greencastle, PA
717-897-2176

LEBANON CO.
A.C. HEISEY
FARM EQUIPT., INC.
RD 1, Jonestown, PA
717-865-4526

UMBERGERS MILL
RD4, Lebanon [Faontana], PA
717-867-5161
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75 YEARS SERVICE TO AGRICULTURE
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LANCASTER CO.
ROY H. BUCH, INC.
Ephrata, RD2
717-859-2441

A B.C. GROFF, INC.
New Holland, PA
717-354-4191

A L HERR & BRO.
Quarryville, PA
717 786-3521

LANDIS BROS. INC.
Lancaster, PA
717-393-3906

LONGENECKER
FARM SUPPLY
Rheems, PA
717-367-3590

N.G. HERSHEY & SON
Manheim, PA
717-665-2271

LEHIGH CO.
C.J. WONSIDLER BROS.
Jct. Rt. 309 and 100
Pleasant Corners, PA
215-767-7611

LYCOMING CO.
RICE FARM SUPPLY, INC.
Jersey Shore, PA

, 717-398-1391

NTGOMERY CO.
WENTZ FARM SUPPLIES
Route 29
Palm, PA
215-679-7164

NORTHAMPTON CO.
GEORGE V. SEIPLE & SON
Easton, PA

215-258-7146 -,

\_‘\
NORTHUMBERLAND CO:*
MECKLEY'S LIMESTONE
PRODUCTS, INC. , _
- Herndon, PA 2
717-758-3915-

SCHUYLKILL CO.
LL ECKROTH '
FARM EQUIP., INC. ~#
New Ringgoid, PA
717.943.2367

STANLEY'S FARM SERVICE
RD, Klingerstown, PA
717-648-2088

SNYDERCO.
ROYER'S FARM SERVICE
RD1, Winfield *~ °
New Berlin-Middieburg Hwy.
717-837-3201

TIOGA CQ.
CANYON IMPLEMENT, INC.
Mansfield, PA
717-724-2731

WAYNE CO.
MARSHALL MACHINERY
Honesdale, PA
717-729-7117

WYOMING CO.
ACE-JURISTA, INC.
» Tunkhannock, PA

717-836-2610

YORK CO.
AIRVILLE FARM SERVICE
Airville, PA
717-862-3358

ANDERSON BROTHERS
New Park, PA
717-382-4272

GEORGE N. GROSS, INC.
RD2, Dover, PA
717-292-1673

CARROLL CO., MD.
WERTZ GARAGE, INC.
4132 E. Main St.
Linboro, MD _
301-374-2672

HARFORD CQ. . MD
ROBINSON BROTHERS
Cardiff, MD
717-456-5215

WALTER G. COALE, INC.
Churchville, MD 21028
301-734-7722



