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Old hands worked hurrzedly for Christmas

By Jerry Webb
Universtiy of Delaware

NEWARK, Del. ~ All day
the old man worked in the
unheated shop pounding and
sawing the hard wood ~
shaping the metal parts and
fastening it all together. He
was in a hurry for there was
so much to do and the days
until Christmas so few.

The old man was building
a sled for his grandsons and
he wanted it to be just right.
And yet there was a deadline
that must be met. So, in spite
of the cold he labored on,
planing the oak beards that
would be the runners. Just
the right curve and they
must match. And it all must
be done by hand for there
was no electricty in that old
shop. Only the lights from
the big windows to see the
close work. Wood joints had
to be cut with hand tools and
holes bored with a hand-
turned drill press. And there
was always the need to
hurry-something that just
wasn’t in the old man’s
nature.

He was raised at a time
when things moved a Ilot
slower and hurrying was dif-

ficult for him. Tired old

hands forced him to rest fre-
quently and standing on the
cold cement floor made his
legs hurt.

Time was running out for
the old man. Not just the
days until Christmas, but his
time on earth. He was past 70
and knew that the time for
building sleds and telling
stories and walking with his
smali grandsons down coun-
try roads would soon end.
But this job he had to do—one
final gesture in the truest
spirit of Christmas to three

Holiday
can be

MEDIA - Each year at this
time, children receive a not-
so-subtle brainwashing from
toymakers advertising on
television. Children are
likely to be watching
television lavish ad-
vertisements that what their
pre-Christmas appetite for
dolls, race sets, and other
expensive toys.

According to experts,
advertisers know what
they’re doing. They have
studied children and know
the best way to create desire
in a youngster. For instance,
a few toys are advertized
repeatedly, making the child
feel he just can’t get along
with them. If a child clamors
for expensive toys he’s seen
on television, parents should
meet the problem head-on,
and listen to what he wants.
Then, the parent can check
the toy himself, either in a
catalog or a store,
evaluating each toy ac-
cording to ifs safety, cost,
and suitability for the child.

If a toy doesn’t meet any of
these requirements, then it’s
best for one to sit down with
the child and explain why he
shouldn’t expect that par-
ticular item to be under the
tree Christmas morning.
Although this may be dif-
ficult, it’s better than
allowing him to eagerly
anticipate something he
won't get. Parents will find 1t
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little boys who wouldn’t be
getting much else and who
would someday understand
the significance of his effort.
He had seen so many
Christmases and he loved to
sit by the fire and tell about
them. Of his childhood days
on a small farm before the
turn of the century. The
gifts, the big dinners, the
sleigh- rides--things
remembered and told and
retold with each Christmas
season. The sled his grand-
father had built for the boys
in his family was often men-
tioned. And how on the first
snow, all of the boys in the
neighborhood would gather
at the top of a favorite hill for
their winter adventures.
Those sled rides were the
fastest trips he made until he
was a grown man and the
automobile finally came fo
the little fown with the
unlikely name of Fair Play.

He saw a lot of progressin .

his life-the automobile,
steam engines, tractors, the
combine, airplanes, radio,
television. In fact, he lived to
hear about the first man in
space, although by then he
didn’t understand or care.
He remembered the
Christmases when he and his
new bride made the long trip
by horse and buggy to visit
her family in the city. And he
remernbered their first
Christmas on their own
farm. That was the farm
where his children grew up
and where he now watched
his grandchildren grow.
Times had not always been
good for the old man.
There’d been periods of pro-
sperity when Christmas was
a great occasion with partles
and hghts in all the trees in

toy sells
resisted

easy to steer some children
towards a gift already have
on one’s list. Older children
can be offered the alter-
native of saving his money to
buy the toy. This tactic can
help to teach him the value
of money.

he ’

the large front yard. And
there were also times of true
poverty. His first married
Christmas when they shared
bran with the cow and cook-~
ed one of the laying hens and
served her with turnips
because the meager potato
crop was gone. He
remembered Christmas
after the banks failed during
the Depression, the year his
savings vanished. He
retqembered Christmases
since then as the family
struggled to keep ' itself
going~to keep its pride and

to have a merry Christmas
even though there wasn’t
much money.

The Depression lasted a
long time and no one felt it
more than farmers. Pro-
sperity didn’t come to
agriculture until tnany years
later. Too late to help a pro-
ud old man.

So he did what he could to
make Christmas brighter.
He built a sled with his own
hands and with the skills ac-
cumulated over a lifetisze of
rural living. The biueprint
was in his mind; it 2d been
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¢= Woolrich
,W Sport Shirts
y & Jackets

Carhartt
Brown
Duck
Insulated
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* CYCLONE Farrowing Systems —
they will lower your hog mor-
tality, increase profits.

e CYCLONE Nursery Systems —
provide the ideal environment
for faster growth.

Vests

Wrangler & Lee
Denim Jackets

*FREE GIFT WRAPPING*

Hooded Sweat Shirts,

Zipper Front, Lined & Unlined
*GIFT CERTIFICATES*

Flannel Shirts
Pre-Washed Jeans
Carpenter Pants
Down Jackets - Vests
Bib Overalls &
Belt Overalls -

there for years. It Would be
Iike his own childhood sled—
only better. It would be
lighter and stronger and
bright red and three boys mn
their wildest romps wouldn’t
be able to destroy it.

So on into the night he
worked, using a kerosene
lantern for light, putting on
the final touches and apply-
ing the red paint.

It was something he had to
do, a destiny he had to fulfill.
Those boys needed a sled
and they needed it for
Christmas.

Gloves -
Dress & Work

Lined & Unlined

Denim
; Jeans

Wallets

& Ranch Jackets

2-Buckle, 4-Buckle
And 5-Buckle

ARTICS
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BOOTS

. Insulated Boots

Shoes Dress, Work & Casual

Flannel Night Gowns
& Pajamas

Knit Tops

?
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WAYNE'S
DRY GOODS

271 W. Main Street,

Kutztown, Pa.

Ph: 215-683-7686

That was the last thing he
built, although he saw many
more Christmases. He never
picked up his tools again
other than to fix a screen
door or re-nail a board on the
barn. His sled was done\, his
destiny fulfilled, the cycle
renewed. Now he could rest.

ATTENTION
TRAILER LOAD
SALE
Terramycin Crumbles
Aureo-S 700 Crumbles
Baymix Wormer
Crumbles

AUTOMATIC
HEATED
CATTLE WATERERS

- ANIMAL CLIPPERS

-
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Sunbeam Stewart
Also Clipper Blades

ZIMMERMAN ANIMAL
HEALTH SUPPLY

RDM4, Lititz, PA 17543
Home Store Phone
717-733-4466
Closed All Day

Wednesdays.
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Gyclone YOUR SOURCE FOR MORE PROFITABLE H(lG

* CYCLONE Gestation Systems —
allows controlled feeding, makes
your feed dollar do more for you.

» CYCLONE Finishing Systems —
you finish your hogs with less
feed per pound of gain.

AUTHORIZED

Cyclone

DISTRIBUTOR

COMPANY INC.

o Ca

Phone or Write Your Local Representative for Details: He is
your exclusive source for Cyclone Equipment.

SYSTEMS

Y
¥

FINISHING

I‘iﬁﬂ’SHEY EQUIPMENT

SYCAMORE IND. PARK

255 PLANE TREE DRIVE

LANCASTER, PA. 17603
(717) 393-5807

Route 30 West at the Centerville Exit




