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Delaware 4-H winners named

DOVER, Del. - Nineteen
Delaware 4-H members
have been named state
winners in the 1977 National
4H awards program, ac-
cording to James O. Baker,
state 4-H leader. Three of the
young people will receive
prizes of U.S. savings bonds
while the rest will attend the
National 4-H Club Congress
1 Chicago on November 25
to December 2.

Winners include: Kathy

Beattié, Newark; Dave
Bledyk, Bear; Michele
Gawel, Wilmington; Ann
Griesinger, Wilmington;
Tori Annette McCord, Bear;
Robin Elaine Miller,
Wilmington; Marcia L
Whitlock, Middletown.

Brenda Fay Clark,
Greenwood; Doug Crouse,
Felton; Michael Everline,
Harrington; David Mesibov,
Houston; Terr: Lynne Tarr,
Greenwood; Janet Eileen
Cannon, Bridgeville; Connie

Eskridge, Greenwood, and
Samuel Hopkins, Lewes.

James R. Hukill, Har-
beson; Earl Loockerman,
Greenwood; Michael Pavlik,
Rehobeoth; and . Karen
Taylor, Seaford.

Each of these winners was
selected on the basis of
outstanding work on a
specific 4H club project.
Topics covered 1nclude:
woodworking, clothing,
dairy foods, horse science,

~gardening, public speaking,

conservation, photography,
leadership,
power, health, nutrition,
home management,
agriculture, electricity, and
consumer education.

The purpose of the
projects 1s to .develop
leadership talents and to

help participants work 3%
toward the broad objectives }
‘of character development §

and effective citizenship.

Food stamp survey now in print

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Assistant Secretary Carol
Tucker Foreman recently
announced publication of the

1.S. Department of
Agriculture’s second annual
survey of the food stamp
population, ‘‘Characteristics

+of Food Stamp Households,
September 1976.”

This survey 1s the
Department’s major source
of infarmation about persons
partic: ating m the food
stamp program. As such, it
is the basis on which the
Department evaluates the
effects of various food stamp
policy options.

Demographic data for the
study came from the case
files of households receiving
food stamps during the
month of September 1976.
The study indicates that
almost 60 per cent of food
stamp participants are
children under age 14,
elderly, or disabled. That
percentage, plus the per-
centages of those who must
stay at home to care for
children and those who
already are fully employed,
accounts for the fact that
only 15 per cent of persons
heading food stamp
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households are without jobs
but are considered em-
ployable.

From the 1975 to the 1976
survey, participation in the
food stamp program
dropped by over 200,000
households (approximately
1.5 mullion persons). The
number of households
headed by males dropped by
12 per cent. In September
1976, 81 per cent of all
households were below the
poverty level income.

The average gross income
of food stamp participants
increased only about one per
cent from 1975 to 1976,
reflecting greater par-
ticipation of smaller
households with less income
and decreased participation
by households with higher
incomes. Gross incomes of
food stamp participants in
the New England states
were the highest in the
country, averaging 47 per
cent higher than those in the
southwest region. Par-
ticipants in the southwestern
states had the lowest
average gross incomes.

The average. bonus per
person per month increased
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by about $1.00 from 1975 to
1976. In September 1976, the
purchase requirements of
participating households
varled from 3.8 per cent of
gross monthly income to 26.4
per cent. The overall
average monthly payment
was $57.

[

These facts plus other
u}formation are all con-

tamned in ““Characteristics of

Food Stamp Households,

September 1976.” Persons %%

interested 1n obtaining
copies of the publication can
do so by writing the Food
Stamp Division, Food and
Nutrition Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D.C. 20250.
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H'ers will join about 1600
other delegates from all
parts of the country. During
the National Congress they
will participate Q
recreational activities
meetings, and hear
nationally-known speakers.
The awards and trips are
provided by local and
national sponsors.

Award winners must also
exhibit knowledge and skills
in their specific project
areas. During their week in
Chicago, the Delaware 4-
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