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HANOVER - Francis,
Theresa and Thomas
Murren have served as 4-H
leaders in Adams County for
a combined total of over 81
years! That’s a lot of years
in 4-H, but doesn’t even
count the number of years'
they participated as 4-H’ers
themselves.
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Sound remarkable 9 Well,
it is. The Murren family, led
by matriarch Rose Murren,
has been involved in 4-H in
Adams County since 1925
when Francis joined the
Baby Beef Club and went on
to win grand champion
honors at the Farm Show
withhis firstHereford.

Since then, there’s probab-
ly always been a Murren
serving as leader or being a
4-H’er. Tom, Rose’s grand-
son, explained that his
grandmother was an active,
ardent supporter of the
agricultural Extension
Service because she was
widowed with nine children
from ages nine months to 14
years and left with a large
farm to run. For assistance
she called upon the Ex-
tension Service and relied
heavily upon their advice.
Therefore, when a baby beef
4-H club was formed, she
made sure her children were
involved. Over the years,
each one of the children was
a member, and eventually,
at least six of them took their
turn as leaders.
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Francis received his 20-
year service pin and then
served several more years
before he had no more
children in 4-H Theresa
continues to serve after 32
years and Thomas is an
active dairy club leader
after 29 years Another
SiSter, Elizabeth, now
deceased, served about 13
years with Theresa; Grace,
(Mrs. Paul Dennis) served
as a leader in the northern
end of the county; and
brother Simon, served for
one year as a swine club
leader

He recalled taking 4-H
steers to the Lancaster Stock
Yards to be shown and sold
with the southeast district if
they weren’t selected to go to
Farm Show. As a leader, he
also helped to get through
the period when York and
Adams Counties decided to
go their own way and hold a
show and sale at the
Thomasville Auction.

years and showed baby beef
for three years. She was on
the livestock judging team
and was able to attend some
state activities.

Francis, now 69, recalls
that he was a member for
just two years before he was
too old, and then he became
a leader. Subsequently he
and his wife had six sons who
were 4-H members. He said,
“AH six boys completed 10
years of 4-H work. That was
60 steers. And everyone of
them showed at Farm
Show.” Two years ago
Francis was invited to
present the wmning ribbon
at the Farm Show along with
Agriculture Secretary
Raymond Kerstetter in
honor of his 50th anniversary
ofhaving grandchampion.

Theresa has witnessed
many changes over the
years, some or which she
considers to be good, some
not so good. Changing to the
Danish system of judging is
not entirely to her liking.
When she was a 4-H’er (two
generations ago, she says),
Theresa recalled that there
were five ribbons awarded
per club. “I never got a
ribbon for several years.”
Now everyone gets a ribbon,
and she feels that un-
necessary emphasis is
placed on wanting a blue
ribbon.

Francis is still farming his
Hanover R 4 farm, with 85
acres, chickens, hogs and
some steers He remains
enthusiastic about the values
instilled in his sons through
4-H work and added, “You
should learn all you can
because you never know
when you may need it.”As a former beef club

leader, Francis readily
admits that there have been
a lot of changes over the
years, “especially with
breeding.Before, there were
no crossbreds. Steers are of
better quality today ”

Theresa has been a leader
for 32 years, and has served
four different clubs,
covering basically the same
area. First she coordinated
the Brushtown Club, then the
Conewago Club, then the
Sandhill Club and today she
is one of the leaders of the
McSherrystown Community
Club.

“In those days,” Theresa
said, “The ribbons didn’t
matter because 4-H was the
only youth activity going on.
It was an opportunity to
meet other people. Round-up
was a really big event
because it meant a day off
from farm work.”

He remembers the time
when judges started
changing what they were
looking for in a steer He is
also quick to point out that
judging cows - like judging
people - is a very individual
thing.

“I mostly help with
foods,” she said.

Tom agrees that 4-H has
changed “There are so
many more activities and so
many more events for 4-
H’ers to meet and take part

She herself was a member
of the Brushtown Club r< r lu

Together, Murrens
led 4-H 81 years

Tom and Theresa Murren talk about some of the things they’ve shared over
the years as 4-H leaders. Tom has served the dairy club for 29 years and
Theresa is in her 32nd year as leader

Raising livestock has been a way of life for Francis Murren all his life. This
retired 4-H leader is still active on the farm.

in at the local, state, and
national level. In the early
days 4-H was more of a
highlight for the youth to be
in. Today 4-H is a sup-
plement to other activites.
But there is increased op-
portunity to meet more
people and to become more
involved in activities.”

Tom was a 4-H’er for 10
years and showed both beef
and dairy cows. He has been
a dairy club leader for 29
years.

The numbers and variety
of projects has changed
drastically, but Theresa
confirms that sewing is still
the main interest in her
community club. Interest,in
foods is way down, she said,
but lastyear ceramics had a
lot of interest. She went on to
say, “McSherrystown has
the most well organized
recreational program
anywhere in the county. The
need for 4-H is not so great
here because organized
activities are right at hand
for young people.”

While the dairy project
remains basically the same,
Tom acknowledges that the
big change in dairy clubs is

(Continued on Page 118)
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ADAMS CQ.
O.C. RICE, INC.
Biglerville, PA
717 677-8135

YINGLING'S IMPLEMENT
RDI Gettysburg, PA

717-359 4848

BERKS CO.
N.H FLICKER <. SONS INC.

MAXATAWNV
Ph 215-683 7252

STANLEY A. KLOPPINC.
Bernviile

Ph 215 488-1500

MILLER EQUIPMENT
Bechlelsvilie

Ph 215-845-2911

SHARTLESVILLE FARM SERVICE
RDI, Hamburg, Pa.

215-488-1025
H. Daniel Wenger, Prop.

ZIMMERMAN'S FARM SERVICE
Bethel

Ph 717-933-4114

BRADFORD CO.
CARL L. PIERCE

RD2
Columbia Cross Roads, PA

717 297-3513
WYNNE’S GARAGE

Canton, PA
717 673 8456

BUCKS CO.
C.J.WONSIDLER BROTHERS

Trumbauersville Road
Quakertown, PA 18951

215 536-1935
PAUL HISTANO CO., INC
397 North Main Street

Doylestown, PA
215 348 9041

CECIL CO
AG INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT CO.

Rising Sun, Md
301 658 5568
CHESTER CO.

CHAS J McCOMSEY & SONS
Hickory Hill, PA
215 932 2615

STOLTZFUS FARM SERVICE
Cocnranville, PA
215 593 5280

MS YEARSLEY & SONS
West Chester
215 696 2990

COLUMBIA CO
ORANGEVILLE FARM EQUIPMENT

Orangeville, PA
717 683 5311

WILLIAM F WELLIVER
ierseytown, Pa
717 437-2430

CUMBERLAND CO
ERNEST SHOVER

FARM EQUIPMENT
19West South St.,

Carlisle, PA
717 249-2239

DAUPHIN CO
SWEIGARD BROS
RD3, Halifax, PA

Ph 717 896-3414
FRANKLIN CO.

CHAMBERSBURG FARM SERVICE,
INC.

975 S. Main St,
Chambersburg, PA

717 264-3533
MEYERS IMPLEMENTS, INC.

Greencastle, PA
717-597-2176

LEBANON CO.
A.C.HEISEY FARM EQUIP!. INC.

RDI, Jonestown
717-865-4526

UMBERGERSMILL
RD4, Lebanon [Fontana]

717-867-5161

LOOK FOR

LANCASTER CO
ROY H. BUCK, INC.

Ephrata,RD2
717-859-2441

A.B.C. GROFF, INC,
New Holland

717-354-4191

A.L.HERRtBRO
QuanyvMt

717-786-3521

LANOtS BROS. INC.
Ijhcmlv

717-393-3906

N.G.HERSHEYASON

717-665-2271

UaMCHCO.
C.J NONSIOLERRROS.

Jet. Rt. 309 and 100
Pleasant Comers, Pa.

215-767-7611

717 837 3201

WAYNE CO.
MARSHALL MACHINERY

Honesdale, PA
717 729 7117

WYOMING CO
ACE-JURISTA, INC
Tunkhannock, Pa

717-836 2610

ANDERSON BROTHERS
NewPark, PA
717 382 4272

GEORGE N. GROSS, INC.
RD2, Dover, Pa
717 292-1673

CARROLL CO..MD
WERTZ GARAGE, INC.

4132 E. Main St.
Linboro, Md.
301-374-2672

HARFORD CO., MD
ROBINSON BROTHERS

Cardiff, Md.
Ph 717-456-5215

WALTEITG. COALE, INC.
Churchville, MD 21028

301-734-7722

LONCENECKER FARM SUPPLY

717367-3590

IMMIHGCQ.
RICE FARM SUPPLY, INC.

JerseyShore, Pa.
717-398-1391

MONTGOMERY CO
WENTZ FARM SUPPLIES

Route 29
Palm, PA

215 679 7164

NORTHAMPTON CO.
GEORGE V SEIPLE & SON

Easton, PA
215 258 7146

NORTHUMBERLAND m
MECKLEY'S LIMESTONE

PRODUCTS, INC
Herndon, Pa
717 758 3915
SCHUYLKILL CO.

LLECKROTH FARM EQUIP., II
New Ringgold
717 943 2367

STANLEY’S FARM SERVICE
RD, Kimgerstown

717 648-2088

SNYDER CO
ROYER'S FARM SERVICE

RDI, Winfield
New Berlin - Middleburg Hwy

TIOGA CO
CANYON IMPLEMENT, INC

Mansfield, Pa
71 724 2731

YORK CO
AIRVILLE FARM SERVICE

Airville, PA
717 862-3358


