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Product liability threatens agribusinesses

Senators Richard Snyder,

left, from Lancaster and Franklin Kury, Sunbury,
flank PennAg's executive secretary Donald Park. The three discussed insurance

and tax issues as they pertain to Pennsylvania agribusiness.
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government for failing to do
anything to stopit.
Goldberg’s primary
suggestion for curing the
problem 18 for
agribusinessmen to get out
and talk about the situation.

There are 40 state
legislatures across the
country considermng bills to
put limts on product
habihty swits, 1ncluding
Pennsylvania, Goldberg
said

Pennsylvanmia Senate Bill
585 was one of the topics
discussed by a three-
member panel composed of
Sens. Frankhn Kury, a
Democrat from Sunbury;
Richard Snyder, Republican
from Lancaster, and
moderator Donald W. Parke,
PennAg's executive vice-
president.

Snyder said the product
liability situation would not

be 1n the mess 1t’s m if the
Supreme Court hadn’t
written the doctrine of strict
liability. Under that doc-
trine, manufactures can be
held responsible for just
about anything that can go
wrong at any time after the
product was made, whether
or not the user 1s at fault, has
altered the product or has
1gnored nstructions for use,
he said.

Kury said his impression
of Senate Bill 585 1s that 1t
deals with a problem that
must be solved, but he said
there needs to be a balance
between the rights of con-
sumers and the rights of
manufactirers.

Parke pointed out that the
bill would not allow suts to
be brought under the doc-

trme of strict habiity, g3
would place time limuts foy¥
bringing swts, it woulyl
prohibit pumitive damagefs
and it would lumit attornefsy
fees, among othe' 3
provisions. o

According to Snyder, the
product hability bill has ng
yet moved through the
Senate, and before 1t does, 1l 3
will likely be amended n 3 }
Fashion not liked by m|'}
dustry. He dad not elaborate

In other areas of*
discussion before the Pen wil
nAg group, Snyder was|
critical of the way Penn|
sylvania’s state budget i3
handled, and added opiJ
position to any proposals tory

{Continued on Page 112)
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a tax increase. He exclaimed %
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LANCASTER - The 1rony
of questionable product
Lability suits 1s they tend to
stifle development of newer
and safer products, Richard
Goldberg told the 99th an-
nual PennAg Industries
Association convention last
week at the Host Corral.

PennAg 1s a trade
association of more than 400
Pennsylvanmia agri-business
firms.

Goldberg, a lawyer and
president of the Goldberg
Feed & Gramt Co., West
Fargo, N.D., 1s a vigorous
campaigner for product
liability reform.

“If the disaster i product
hability 1s allowed to con-
tinue,” Goldberg saud,
“we’re gomng to see jobs

msurance premiums furned
out to be more than their net
earnings for last year.

“I know of two other
companies that have shut
down because they couldn’t
afford the skyrocketing cost
of product lability in-
surance,” he said.

The North Dakotan noted
that $2.6 billion and $2.5
billion dollars were paid
during 1974 and 1975,
respectively, as a result of
product hability suits.
“People are demanding
more safety and better
products, and the judicial
system 1s providing the
chimate for suing,” Goldberg
exclaimed. He faults the
judicial branch of govern-

A\S
depend on
PINCOR

Electric Plants

Cutaway
View

TR T Tl
3

.
“”“ .

‘s <
vy
A ke A

-

MAKES IT EASY!

‘i

a
B

disappearing. One company ment for the run-away y
mhmy }s]tate closed its door problem but charges the ] 6 KW 25 KW 50 KW SIMPLEST METHOD YET FOR
when therr productilablhty other two branches of Rated for continuous duty - 12KW to 50 KW HITCHING & UNH";CH'NG
. Tractor driven and automatic engine driven EQUIPMENT. >
The De Laval Unitized High motor starting cApacrties * Fits All Category Il & il Hitches :
e a a l“ l e Slow speed - 1800 RPM operation . E
Heavy duty construction % Fits Your Present Drawbar )
Cool running triple chain drive transmission AVAILABLE AT 3

Vacuum Group

Rainproof construction ;

Meets NEMA codes o ALLEN H. MATZ’ INC.

Completely wired control box
505 E. Main St., New Holland

Trailer and 3-point hitch options — -
L E ment
p Ph: 717-354-2214

HAVERSTICK BROS. i~ SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Mill Rd. Lancaster, Pa. i
2111 Stone Wi y TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS 1

Phone (717) 392-5722 LANC. CO'S OLDEST FORD DEALER |}
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A message of importance to
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PENNSYLVANIA WHEAT GROWERS

Vi1V :

OUR RUGGED

Space Saver

Because the tank and pump are ‘‘unitized”, the
Delavai vacuum pump takes up less space.
That means more room in .the parlor. We
# designed 1t for easy cleaming and maintenance,

ruggedness, long pump Iife, and queter
operation. With a sufficient capacity for every
dairy farm See one today

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT

J. B. ZIMMERMAN & SONS

SALES & SERVICE

West of Blue Ball, PAon Rt 23
Phone (717) 354-4955

Soft Red Winter Wheat

e i

standability, excelient milling and baking characteristics.

\ N
| »é Developed through the Pioneer Research Program.
i\ \ ‘ Available for sale this fall.

\ ‘ g Four years of testing by Pioneer indicates that S76 is an
\ \ ‘/ exceptionally high yielding variety. Long, bearded heads

\ ‘\ / with large, plump grains increase yield potential. In

\ (/ y addition to high yield potential, S76 has very good

{

\
\ Try $76 on your farm this year.
\ ‘%/ y y

0
1 SEE or CALL
YOUR PIONEER DEALER

* Registered trademark of Pioneer Hi-Bred international Inc Des Moines lowa

PIONEER.
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