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ASCS
ByLAUREL SCHAEFFE

Berks CountyReporter
LEESPORT, Pa. - The

Beef Referendum and
ASCS’s present request for
new acreage reports were
the topic of a meeting held
June 15, at the Berks County
Agricultural Center.

Richard A. Pennay,
agricultural program
specialist, Pennsylvania
ASCS office, explained to
nearly 40 interested farmers
the purpose behind the
referendum and howit would
work.

Anyone owning cattle
during the past 12 months,
including dairymen, are
eligible to vote if they
registered before June 17.
Voting will be between July 5
and 15 at local ASCS offices
throughout the country. To
have the beef referendum
passed, two-thirds of those
producers who vote, must
vote yes, and at least 50 per
cent of the registered voters
must vote.

Pennay explained that the
purposes of the referendum
was for the promotion of
beef, consumer education,
and research. “The USDA is
disinterested in the
referendum,” he explained,
“it is a producer referen-
dum.” ASCS is only a vehicle
to answer questions and get
the votes, he added.

allow a beef board of not
more than 68 producers
appointed by the Secretary
of Agriculture from
nominations submitted by
eligible producer
organizations. These
members would not draw a
salary but would get expense
money, Pennay explained.

The program would be
funded by taking three-
tenths of on? per cent of the
price of all cattle soldfor the
first three years. Af-
terwards, the board could
decide to increase the
amount to a maximum of
five-tenths of one per cent.

Veal calves would work
the same way, Pennay
continued. Dispersal sales
would also be eligible, but
not for more than the
slaughter value of the
animals, the speaker ex-
plained. It is up to the beef
board to decide how to
determine the slaughter
value, if they are to include
them in the program. “The
board can change the rules
so that dispersal saleswould
not have to pay, he added.

Richard A. Pennay, agricultural program
specialist from the ASCS office, explains the beef
check-off program to Berks Countians.

There would be no
deduction for beef used for
home consumption, Pennay
told the interested fanners,
and the contribution is
voluntary, but the deduction
would be automatically
taken off. A producer could
apply to have the money

returned if he has proof of
sale, said the speaker.

Pennay also told the
listeners, that if the
secretary of the Board or 10
per cent of the producers
who voted feel there is
dissatisfaction with the
program, a new referendum
could be called.

to give crop reports. “We
want to update our farm
history data,” he explained.
“The problem is deter-
mining what the price of the
crops will be.”

The agricultural program
specialist told the farmers
that presently there is a
carry-over of more than one
billion bushels of wheat,
enough to supply the United

Pennay also explained
why farmers are being askedThe referendum would

programs explained to Berks Coimtia
States for two years. Re also
told them that this year the
expected harvest is for two
billion bushels.

Wheat seems to be the
worst grain problem this
year, he stated, but feed
grains are at a threshold
level. “Presently we are at a
point of having 32 million
tons in stock, and with
favorable weather it can go
to 60milliontons by the time
1978’s crop is ready,” said
Pennay. “We could be in
trouble with feed grains by
next year,” he concluded.

“Irrigation is. a big con-
tributing factor to our in-
creased production,” he
continued to explain, “other
countries are also increasing
production, especially
Argentina and Brazil.”

“This is why the ASCS
wants to decrease the
physical acreage of some
crops The target price
system is part of our
marketing system, a way to
giveyou a fair price for your
product.” explainedPennay.
“You have to have your
share of the national dollar
so you can run your farm,”
he added.

The program is vand a few changtaken place from
program of the 19
70’s. The new law is
be fair to the tenantlandlords, Pennay
However, all of thihaven’t been workei
“Register your acrBarley and Wheat
30, 1977 and you
sorgham, and
acreage by Septemb
insisted. “Then 5decide later if you
participate in the pr
he explained. If y
report any acreaifarm can’t have any
credit, he added.

The new nation
support rate for 19
were estimated by p
be close to: $1.94 f
$3.43-soybeans;
sorghum; $1.47-barl
$1.13-oats.

James Haldemat
County agent and
Bohn', ASCS, als<
during the program
storage and loan ra

“Do you know that one
year in Pennsylvania,
500,000 acres were out of
production?” he asked.

Butler tiuimflled: Buildings

GRAIN STORAGE
AND MACHINERY

The most complete
line of farm
buildings at

reasonable prices

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.....
C & M SALES INC. FARMILL CONSTRUCTION

R.0.#1 Soudersburc, Pa. 17577
Honesdale, Pa. 18431 Phone 717-687-7659
Phone 717-253-1612

KNOXVILLE
CONSTRUCTION

Knoxville, Pa. 16928
Phone 814-326-4188

KAFFERLIN SALES
A.E.ENGEL, INC. & SERVICE

PO. Box 216 R.D. #2
Marten, MJ. Union (Sty, Pa. 16438

Phone 609-983-4404 Phone 114-438-3180
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AL MAUER
P.O, Box 78

Cambra, Pa. IS6II
Phone 717-164-3135
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ORVILLE MACK LEROY E. MYERS. INC.
P.0.80x 47 Route #l, Box 163.

Nazareth, Pa. 11064 Clear Sprinf, IM. 21722
Phone 215-759-1331 Phone 301-512-1552

SEE BEF
Don’t buy any farm building
let us show you a Farmsted bui
Butler

You’ll see the big value differ
between all-steel Farmsted bui
wood-raftered pole bams

BUILDERS FOR THE
W.R. MOODY,
CONTRACTOR

113 Walnut Lane
West Newton, Pa. 15019

Phone 412-872-6104
OA NEWTON

& SON CO.
Bridge*!*, Delaware 19933

Phone 302-337-8211
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