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Drought
[Continued from Page 1|

and keep a herd of 115
Holsteins. Their rolling herd
average stands at 16,860
pounds of milk and 652 of
butterfat. They’ve increased
their milk productionby 2500
pounds inthe last 15 months.

Today, as back in the dry
spells of a decade ago, the
Yosts “try to makethe most
of everthing” they have,
explains Jim. “Every little
bit of rain we got, we
utilized,” the deeply tanned
farmer continued. Two
specific management
practices which came about
during the dry years and
which are still practiced
here annually are: 1. not
worrying about grain
production, and 2. not selling
any excess hay or corn until
just prior to the next year’s
harvest.

The Yosts are roughage
oriented and make no
excuses for it. “If we have
forage, we’re all right, the
rest we can buy,” the*men
explained. Theynote that the
prolonged dry spell thus far
this season has left them
with a shortened hay crop,
but that the situation still
isn’t anywhere near as
critical as what they had to
get usedto 10to 15years ago.

“I’d rather plant com in
the dust, than have dust in
August,” commented 35 -

year old Ed. They’ve found
out that hay won’t amount to
much if rain doesn’t fall
after the first cutting.
Consequently, they’ve
learned to shift their
cropping intentions
accordingly. They’ve had
better luck with com and
have already made plans for
planting some of their less
productive hav fields in com.
“We car stiL plant com as
late as July 15, but hay won’t
grow if it’s dry,” Ed
affirmed.

- Ryelage w.r another one
oftheir solutic
scarcities du.

_

ihe last
decade. They’ve planted the
grain as late as mid-August
after plowing down 600
pounds of fertilizer per acre.
It was sown in dust, the
Yosts recalled, and then
green-choppedfrom the end
of September to early
December. “We wouldn’t do
that today, but when it’s dry
you do anything,” they
added. They generally fed
beet pulp along with the wet,
freshly chopped forage to
soak up some of the
moisture.

in a mixer wagon as a
complete feed. Additional
protein is added at a rate of
five pounds per 100 head.
“It’s a balanced feed at each
feeding - we believe in
having all of the nutrients
available with each
mouthful,” Jim explained.

The feed program still
requires that some protein
still be offered in the parlor,
although the brothers
wanted to get away from
parlor feeding altogether.
Other than that, the Yost’s
cows are fed entirely on the
lot.

High quality haylage is a
mainstay on the Yost’s
feeding program. Ed is in
charge of preparing it, and
all three stress the need for
making it right. They like to
cut the crop during the early
bud stage and then let it wilt
down to 40 to 45 per cent
moisture. With the price of
soybean meal being what it

•is, they’ve been especially
appreciative of their forage
supplies.

The Yosts claim high
moisture shelled com is
responsible for much of their
production improvement.
They bad been using ear
com for high moisture com
previously. “We were off
with our energy before,” 33
year old Richard explained
simply enough.

It’s a different ballgame
today, although the Yosts
are trying to be versatile
enough in case a drought
strikes again. This past week
their 84 milking Holsteins
were averaging 58.8 pounds
of milk per day per head.
They’re doing it on a ration
which includes 20 pounds of
com silage, 13 pounds of
shelled high moisture com
and 24 pounds of alfalfa
haylage per head. That’s
what the better half of the
herd receives. Lower
producers get the same
ingredients, but only four
pounds of shelled high
moisture com. In either

The brothers operate as a
legal partnership, with each
being considerate of the
other’s interests, and each
drawingwages. Jim, 41, took
the initiative of forming the
bond 10 years ago sincethey
had grownup with the idea of
staying together. He
persuaded his father to buy a
second farm in 1962 to allow
for future expansion and
sufficient income for three
families. Two of the brothers
live on the main farm, while
the third lives on an adjacent
property. Responsibilities
are divided up equally. All
pitch in where ever
necessary.

Handling some of the feeding chores at Tri-Y
Farms is Dick Yost, youngest of the three-brother
partnership.
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Jim Yosts’s primary responsibilities in the Yost
Brothers' partnership revolve around field work.

An average production of 58 near Bernvllle in Berks County. Ed
pounds per milking cow per day was Yost above, works with the cows and
recently recorded at the Yosts* farm keeps the records.
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Dealer for
Dependable Equipment and

Dependable Service:
Airville. Pa.
Airville FarmService
Airville, Pa.
717-862-3358

Lovsville. Pa.
Paul Shovers, Inc
Loysville, Pa.
717-789-3117

innport. Pa.landria. Pa.
Clapper Farm Equipment
RD 1
814-669-4465

Kermit K Kistler, Inc
Lynnport, Pa
215-298-3270

nville. Pa.
B H.M Farm Equipment, Inc
RD.I
717-867-2211

Martinsbua. Pa.
Forshey’s, Inc.
110 Forshey Street
814-793-2520

igg. Pa
Ben H. Walter
Beavertown, Pa,
717-658-7024

McConnellsburg Motor &
Implement Co.
875 East Lincoln Way
717-485-3181

Bernville. Pa IcEwensville. Pa.Stanley A Klopp, Inc.
Bernville, Pa.
215-488-1510

Don’s Service Shop
Box 97
717-538-1362

irvilli
Wolff Farm SupplyCo
Btglerville, Pa.
717-677-8144

MillHall. Pa.
Paul A. Dotterer
R.D. 1
717-726-3471

Millville. Pa.
W.O Diehl & Sons
R.D. 1
717-458-6421

Paul Shovers, Inc.
35 East Willow Street
717-243-2686

illand. Pa,

Abraczmskas Farm
Equipment, Inc.
R.D. 1
717-356-7409

A B.C. Groff, Inc.
110South Rlaiiroad
717-354-4191

Ote». Pa.
A.J. Moss & Son, Inc
RD.2
215-987-6257Clugston Implement, Inc

R.D. 1
717-263-4103 Orwiesburt. Pa.

Paul J. Eichert & Son
RD. 1
717-943-2304Nevm N. Myer &Sons, Inc.

Chester Springs, Pa
215-827-7414 Palm. Pa.

Wentz Farm Supplies, Inc
Rt. 29
215-679-7164

Davidsburg. Pa.
George N. Gross, Inc
R.D 2
Dover, Pa.
717-292-1673

Pitman. Pa.
MarlinW. Schreffler
Pitman, Pa.
717-648-1120ilizabethtown. Pa.

MessickFarm Equipment, Inc
2750 North Market Street
717-367-1319

Ouarrwille.Pa.
C. E WileyS Son, Inc
101South Lime Street
717-786-2895

Reedsville. Pa.
Big Valley Sales SService, Int
P.O Box 548
717-667-3944

Everett. Pa.
C Paul FordS Son
R.D. 1
814-652-2051

Gettysburg. Pa.
Yinglmg Implements
RD.9
717-359-4848

Ringtown. Pa.
Rmgtown Farm Equipment
Ringtown, Pa
717-889-3184HalHax. Pa.

Sweigard Bros
R.D. 3, Box 13
717-896-3414

Shippensburg. Pa.
R 6 Miller, Inc
Shippensburg, Pa
717-532-4178Hanover. Pa.

Sheets Bros., Inc
Carlisle Street
717-632-3660

Silverdale. Pa.
I.G.'sAgSales
Box 149

Honev Brook. Pa.
Dependable Motor Co.
East Mam Street
215-273-3131

215-257-5135

Somerset. Pa.
Ornß Nedrow
RD.6

Honey Grove. Pa.
Norman D Clark & Son, Inc
Honey Grove, Pa
717-734-3682

814-445-5937

Tamaqua, Pa.
Charles S Snyder, Inc
RD 3
717-386-5945Huehesville. Pa.

Farnsworth Farm Supplies,
Inc.
103 CemeteryStreet
717-584-2106

Waynesboro. Pa.
Blue Ridge Fruit Exchang*
Inc.
Waynesboro, Pa
717-762-3117Lancaster. Pa.

L. H Brubaker. Inc.
350 Strasburg Pike
717-397-5179

ter. Pa,
M S. Yearsley & son .
114-116 East Market St”
215-696-2990

Lebanon. Pa.
Evergreen Tractor Co., Inc.
30 Evergreen Road
717-273-2616

ive. Pa.
S G Lewis & Son, Inc
RD. 2, Box 66
215-869-2214

Litifikf*
Roy A. Brubaker
700Woodcrest Avenue
717-626-7766

Owen Supply Co
Broad Street t EastAve^
609-7690308


