Every year, hundreds of thousands of gardeners across
the nation suffer a loss in precious produce due to their liv-
ing 1n areas subject to occasional flooding. The Rev. Daniel
R Williams, Jr. of Pennsylvania, relates his restoring of a
flood damaged garden in hopes that others who might suffer
gimilar destruction can benefit from his experience ...
«Hurricane Agnes rampaged through the Susquehanna
quver basin in June 1972, bringing the worst flood in 100
years The carnage was terrible. My small organic garden,
40 by 70 feet, is located about 300 yards from the river and
was under 5 feet of water for about 3 days. The slime and
mud destroyed nearly every plant. Warnings against eating
contaminated vegetables were issued by all public agen-

cles

“When the flood struck, we were in Manitoba for a work-
ing vacation ... Upon hearing the flood news, we immediate-
ly rushed home.

“The garden, or what was left of it, almost made us cry.
The carefully nurtured vegetables and strawberries were
covered with a 6 to 12 inch coating of slime and mud. One
could not walk in 1t for fear of slipping and falling.

“The newspapers were saying that the crops were over
for this year because of the pollution in the water and
residue. We kept looking at the mess and decided we could
do something about it.

“We called a farmer friend and asked him to deliver a
load of hay. Without removing the slime, we spread the hay
over the whole garden. Now we could walk without breaking
our necks or worrying about tracking contaminated soil into
the house. The next step was to gather seeds and plants.

Most of the greenhouses had dumped their surplus. When
we explained our plight, they usually helped find odd plants
a::irtv:sre glad to give them to us. We found enough to get
s .

“Sweet corn was out of the question because of the
season; however, green and wax beans, squash, carrots and
beets all had enough time to grow. We set out tomato, broc-
coli and green pepper plants.

‘‘We usually spread granular limestone to sweeten the
soil but it reacts rather slowly, so we substituted builder’s
lime. It was a lot of work because, for each plant we set in
or each row we seeded, we had to pull back the thick layer
of hay and break through the rapidly hardening mud to
reach our good organic topsoil. We mixed the soil and
limestone as well as we could, planted, and as soon as the
plants were large enough, pulled the hay mulch up around
them.

“It was back breaking work and knowing that our efforts
might prove futile didn’t make it any easier.
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Garden harvested despite flood

“We did not have time to cultivate; we simply left the
garden alone. Weeds never pushed through the 6 inches: of
mud. About the middle of August, we picked our first broc-
coli. The tomatoes came in a little later. We had lots of
beans by September and the peppers found their way into
our salads. We had a new crop of lettuce every 3 weeks and
the carrots and beets were ready in the fall. How grateful
we were for the bountiful harvest.

““Much of the hay decomposed and helped to granulate the
sticky mud. Breaking through the flood-deposited layer as
we did must have let in oxygen because the organisms in the
organic topsoil revived and worked from the bottom up to
break up the clay.

“The carrots did not do as well as they should have. This
was corrected on the second try hy adding sand to the soil.
The roots were pulled in late October and though small
were tasty.

*‘As a result of this experience, we have used a hay mulch
every year. We now have a home-built geodesic greenhouse
for starting plants and store our surplus in a natural cave.
Oh, by the way, we moved to a home on the slopes of a
mountain. No point in tempting fate

Fitzgerald to
lead ASCS

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Secretary of Agriculture Bob
Bergland last week named
Ray Fitzgerald as ad-
ministrator designate of
Agricultural  Stabilization
and Conservation Service
(ASCS), U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

As ASCS administrator,
Fitzgerald will admunister
the Department’s farm
commodity programs; cost-
sharing conservation
programs; national defense
programs relating to farm

Credit Corporation from 1962
to 1969, and assistant deputy
administrator in 1961-62. As
deputy administrator, he
headed field operations,
handling price support,
alnd use, commodity storage
and sale, livestock fee and
defense activities through
ASCS’s 2,900 county and 50
state offices. Earlier he had
worked with barter
programs of Foreign
Agricultural ervice and in
liaison with the U.S.
Department of Defense,

“Kick” up corn profits with

Unipel Starter Special 13-34-10.

This is the “corn-popper” special...the most imitated pop-up fertilizer on
the market. As part of a Unipel corn fertility program, it suits perfectly the
young corn plant’s immediate craving for nutrients to develop a good root
system, the starting point for top yields.

Yet, it's also a complete fertilizer with these key nutrients availabie in each
’ Unipel pellet:

* quick-acting, non-volatile nitrate Nitrogen that starts working immedi-
ately, even in cool, wet, early-season soils;

* slow-acting ammonic Nitrogen that provides continued feeding through
the growing season;

* both quick and slow acting Phosphorus to resist fixation, team with
Nitrogen to become more efficient and feed plants for solid growth, help
develop strong root systems;

* vital Potash to furnish young plants with building blocks for strong roots,
tough and hardy stalks to resist weather and stress of pests and disease.

We can recommend to you the program “’g’"
details for a sound Unipel fertility program Wy u HIH n

—which, on Starter alone, has returned over
$30 an acre above fertilizer investment
more than blend “bargain” programs.

P. L. ROHRER & BRO., INC.

PH. 717-299-2571

SMOKETOWN, PA

CHV 976-5-3

production,  conservation, Agency for International
income stabilization, and the Development, and the In-
handling, storage and ternational Grains
distribution of grains and Agreement.
foods; and natural disaster
emergency assistance

rograms.
P Fitzgerald, 53, a native of READ

Plankinton, S.C., has been
president of Agricultural
Cooperative = Development
Internation (ACDI) here
since 1975. The organization
is a non-profit technical and
consulting firm established
by U.S. farm cooperatives to
develop and maintain liaison
with cooperative groups in
less developed countries.
He will be returning to
ASCS, having been its deputy
administrator and vice
president of the Commodity
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The Effictent Way To Wood Heat
Is With The

MORSD STOVES

Frankin steves and fireplaces allow mest o
the heat to escape up the flue includimg
volumes of warm ar trom your home
However with the Norwegian & Damsh heht
desgn and umque batfle system sloves burn
Ieghly efficiently Keeps 75 percent of heat
generated nght in your hame Burns § to 18
heurs en one load |depending on size|
Mstnings are warm One fire Lasts all winter

o Heats 10000 Cu Ft Home « Enamel Finish
281 x 45 ft area) Biack or Green
o Burns 16 1g 18 Hours o M Cas! tron
Each Loading With Brich Liming

SEE THIS STOVE HEAT MY 10 ROOM 17 000 CU FT | HONE

SEND *1.00 FOR NEW MORS@
WOOD HEAT HANDBOOK!

WOOD HEAT

Rt. 212 Pleasant Valley
Quakertown, PA. 18951
Call 215-346-7894

DOORS CLOSED
EFFICIENT HEATER

000RS OPEN
FIREPLACE

STOVE

tox | Daily9te9

20 Models
n Stock
ncluding

17O 10 MORSQ &
| ROOMS | FRIDAY & SATURDAY AT ZERNS MARKET gruL
FRI 41010 GILBERTSVILLE Sat 11to 11

ALL STAINLESS STEEL ClweaNEY PIPE & ACCESSORIES




