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Housewife wants fewer frills, and more food per dollar

By JERRY WEBB
University of Delaware

Consumers may not be very happy about food prices,
but at least thev’re not blaming farmers. That’s the
consensus of a survey just released by the Agricultural
Council of America. The Council distributed question-
naires nationwide in 1976 to farmers and consumers as
part of a national tour. Responses indicate a growing
unhappiness with the food marketing system but not with
the farmer.

Five out of seven consumiers who answered the
questionnaire said they were dissatisfied with prices they
pay in the supermarkets. Six out of seven said they want
more price competition in supermarkets and they also
said they’re not happy with the frills, packaging and
conveniences added to so many supermarket items.

Milking contest for goats set

GLOUCESTER, N.J. --
The Garden State Dairy
Goat Association of New
Jersey has set June 5 for it’s
DHIA milking competition to
be held at the Gloucester
County 4-H fair grounds.

This is an opportunity for
small herd or single goat
owners to earn a star milker
certification for their
animals. The milking
competition is open to all
goat owners.

Animals must be at the
fair grounds prior to the 7

p.an. pretest milkout on
June 4. For information and
fees, please contact Anna M.
Hartman, R1, Box 486 G,
Stockton, N.J. 08559. Phone
609-397-0579.

The Garden State Dairy
Goat Association meets
monthly with programs
designed to help the new goat
owner as well as the more
experienced. The next club
meeting is May 15, 2 p.m. at
the Somerset County 4-H
building on Milltown Road,
Bridgewater, N.J. All are
welcome to attend.

Auto Service Tips |

IT 1S ESSENTIAL THAT THE BATTERY BE
KEPT CLEAN. BRIGHTEN EACH POST
AND TERMINAL. WITH 4 BATTERY
CLEANING BRUSH T8 IMPROVE CONTACT
WASH BATTERY CASE WITH
A BAKING SOPA SOLUTION.
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“THE STEDI-WATT"

By Advanced Electronics

ONLY s189-95 Plus Tax

180-day Money-back guarantee
One Year Wamanty

“I want to thank you for letting me be the first
supermarket in my area to put on the STEDIWATT. |
felt that the electricity will never be any cheaper, so 1
had nothing to lose. EBut I had alot to gain - a total
savings to date of $285.00 per month I'll take that any

day, and so would anybody clse ™’
Vernon Ross
IGA Supermarket, Dilisburg, Pa

P S The 2nd Month Show Greater Savings.

YOUR ANSWER IS "THE STEDI-WATT”

- s

Most consumers prefer to blame the middieman and
inflation in general rather than the farmer for rising food
prices. They appealed for less variety, less packaging and
preservatives, and better prices. In an effort to deal with a
shrinking food budget, consumers said they are turning
away from the high-priced, fancy-packaged convenience
items in favor of the basics. -~

.Respondin‘g to the survey, they said they waiit more
direct buying. To them that meant going directly to the
farmer for fresh, unadulterated foods with less service for
less money.

Perhaps consumers haven’t demonstrate this in their
supermarket buying habits, but at leastthey're saying it
when asked. They want less frills and more food for the
dollar. As one consumer put it, “We don’t need 50 kinds of
cereal.” !

Supermarket management over the years has proven to
be very sensitive to the buying habits of food shoppers. If
there are 50 kinds of cereal on the shelf, it’s because
consumers have been willing to buy that many different
kinds. In many instances, they have insisted on a wide
variety. So it’s really not fair to yell at the store manager
because he stocks four or five thousand different grocery
items. Experience and his sales volume have told him

. what consumers really want in spite of this most recent

survey.

So if consumers do in fact want less frills, they're going
to have to demonstrate it in their shopping carts. If they
buy fewer convenience foods, more bulk items and sim-
pler packaging, store management will quecikly get the
message.

The Agricultural Council also talked-to the consumers
about farm exports, only a slim majority of consumers
agreed with them. The survey found farmers in the awk-
ward position of strongly favoring exports but being
against the “subsidized imports” as they exist today. On
the other hand, consumers who favored farm exports also
favored farm imports.

That’s a tough question to deal with in a survey, since
it’s so complicated and since it’s hard to get at the real
issue of subsidy. Many agricultural interests would argue
that a lot of imported food items are subsidized while
exported food items are in many instances penalized.
They feel that’s unfair. Others want a free market, what
ever that is, and still others want to export farm goods but
almost totally restrict any incoming farm produce.

The U.S. finds itself in an enviable position of being a
multibillion dollar food exporter. We provide a large
volume of basic food items for a growing world
population. On the other hand, we tend to import those
lslpecialty items, including coffee, that just won’t grow

ere.

A -
box 96 marietta, pa. 17547 phone 717-426-3286 “your energy-saving and security center”

Consumers find it difficult to see. U.S. food sent t,
foreign nations at what they feel are bargain prices whils
their supermarket bills continue to go up. Perhaps they
forget the foreign goods they buy and what this does to oyr
Jbalance of trade. We must sell something abroad if we're
going to buy so much, and food seems to be about all we

have for sale that foreign countries want.

Also, it must be remembered that we produce so much
more of the basic food items such as soybeans and wheat
than we can possibly use, so exporting is not a question,
it’s a requirement.

- TOX-0-WIK

SUPER AUTOMATIC
INSECTICIDE APPLICATOR

e Aid on Pest Control - WORKS AUTOMATIC

o Stops Catile from Rubbing LABOR FREE
Fences -

oReduces Cattle Pest Get more gain with less feed,
Problems make more profit,

COMPLETE SALES
& SERVICE

PARTS IN STOCK

ELMER M. MARTIN EDWIN HOOVER

RD2, Myerstown RD1 Ephrata, Pa.

Phone [717] 949-2081 (717]733-8313

SIEEZIL FOUR WAYS TO SAVE YOU MONEY

1 THE SEDIWATT STOPS SURGES
9 EQUIPMENT OPERATES MORE EFFICIENTLY.

3 LIGHT BULBS LAST LONGER.
/| VALUABLE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT IS PROTECTED.

For More

bers’ electricul equipment cycling
Yeur swn equi;
surging, or when lightning strikes near pewer

lines.

HIESTAND DISTRIBUTORS
Box 96, Marietta, Pa. 17547

Please send more information on

Pructically every slectricul service, whather

it’s your heme, yeur farm, yeur business, etc.,
suffers frem “‘veltage surges”.

Surges are largely preduced by your neigh-
on and off.

nt is alse & majer cuuse of

mest slectrical appli or

Surging

devices te eperate quite inefficiently.

This causes wasted kiloewatt heurs of elec-

tricity, as well us undesirable side offects! |}
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|
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Information On : | Stedi-Watt
“The Stedi-Watt" 1 Name
Clip This Coupon D haress
|
Or Call: j City State Iip
| L
Ph. 717-426-3286 { Phone Dealer inquury invited




