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Hired farmworker
count remains stable

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
U.S. hired farm working
force, numbering 2.6 million
in 1975, has been relatively
stable over the past five
years, according to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

It averaged 2.7 million
since 1970,compared with 3.4
million for .1961-65, the
Department’s Economic
Research Service reported
last week. Other highlights
from last week’s statistical
report are:

Hired farmworkers in 1975
were young (median age 23),
and most were male (77 per
cent).Farmworkers earned an

average of $2,552 in 1975. Of
this, $1,486 was earned for an
average of 85 days of farm-
work. The rest came from
nonfarm employment.

Over a million farm-
workers were in school most
of the year, so they earned
only an average of $492 for 41
days farmwork in 1975.

Last year, 335,000 tarm-
workers worked year-round
on farms, earning an
average of $5,873for 311 days
of farmwork.

Persons employed over 150
days on farms did 68 per cent
of the hired farmwork
(measured by mandays of
work). Yet, they comprised
only 22per cent of the hired
farmwork force.

Only 21 per cent of the
farmworkers lived on a
farm, while 7 per cent were
migrants.

Most farmworkers were
white (72 per cent), 11 per
cent were of Spanish origin,
and 17 per cent were blacks
and others.
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