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With Mommy not home, Daddy
+ having to work on a newspaper, little
: boys wanting to see their father, and
:Daddy wanting to see wife and
s daughter, some improvising has to be
: done.
: My wife, Lisa, you see, wasn't home
< for most of this week due to the stork
< being hot on Santa’s heels to deliver a
< belated Christmas present named
Heidu.

The common belief that storks seek
a warmer climate during this time of
year is just not true. You folks know

how cold it's been lately if you hve-
anywhere along the East Coast..

: What's more this stork chose to
¢ knock at 1:30 a.m. on Monday, and
: delivered the present a little over
- three hours later. Mother and
¢ daughter are doing real fine.

: How Daddy and sons are doing Is
+ questionable. . .

: Tuesday morning | wanted to be
¢+ with the boys while simuttaneously
: preparing a feature on 1976 (it
+ begins on page 70 and will be con-
s cluded in next week’s 1ssue). It didn't
: work so well.

+  While the boys - Paul aged 4, and
: Karl aged 2% - were downstairs
+ playing, | was upstairs réading and
: typing. In spite of a generous amount
¢ of new toys from Santa, littie Karl
< wasn't happy being with inamimate
: objects. So he came upstairs and
+ made himself comfortable on Daddy's
:lap. Any misspelled words in the
: aforementioned story are therefore
< Karl's doing because typing with a
: little fellow on your lap doesn't work
s out very well It sure 1sn't a fast way
» to write stories.

: Later in the morning, the doorbell
s rang. “A fine time for company,” |
: thought, “at least we can still use
+ Christmas as an excuse”

: It turned out to be a gentleman
: from a carpet shop to install a
s protective strip which had been
: forgotten a few weeks ago

:  Solshowed the man n and we tip-
+ toed across a toy-strewn floor Then it
: was back to the typewriter with Karl
:  When lunchtime approached, |
« asked Karl if he wanted a hot dog
: *“No, | donwannahog-gog,’ he
+ replied.

+  From the other side of the table
: came the eager words “I want a hot
: dog, Daddy "

: Solslipped a few hot dogs into the
< pan - one for Paul and a couple for
s myself.

¢ Men - whether they're two feet tall
s or fully grown - don’t like warting for
: food, so while we warted for the
. doggies to get hot, | made some jelly
. sandwiches That's, what Karl was
¢ asking for

: | didn't get much to eat at first,
+ since | was kept busy spreading jelly
: on bread and noucing m ik anto
+ glasses Karl was taking short-cuts as
= usual by licking the jam off of the
E bread and then handing the bare

slices back to me for more “‘I want
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more, Daddy,” he'd say with eyes
sparkling and a mischievous grin
stretching from ear to ear.

When the hot dogs were tone, | ate
mine in between filling glasses with
milk and spreading more jelly on
bread.

“Do you want mustard on your hot
dog?” | asked Paul.

He just nodded and then reached
out while proclaiming: “l want to do
it.”” | guess squeezing mustard out of
a container 1s fun.

“Here's your hot dog,” 1 said,
placing it on Paul's plate.

“1 don’t want it,” he rephed.

“Okay, what do you want - cookies,
cereal, a sandwich?"" | asked.

“I had enough now,” he said, and to
prove 1t he even refused a half a
banana.

Well, by now 1t was time to check in
at the office, so | put on the boys’
coats to take them across the street.
to a neighbor Stepping carefully
around wall-to-wall toys, Christmas
wrapping paper, boxes, and other
debns, we meandered across the
hving room and out the door

So ended the first chapter of my
baby-sitting.

That evemng’:’-whlle preparing the
next weather report (it still needs to
be written, so if you can't find it in thus
issue, it probably means | didn’t get it
done), | was a little wiser by moving
my notes and typewriter to the kit-
chen table.

After an appreciable time of
relative calm and quiet, Paul tugged
at my arm and with eyes big as golf
balls and said: “Look Daddy, see my
office!”

I looked around for his office. We
did give him a little desk and ac-
cessories for Christmas which we
said could be his office But | couldn't
see any office.

“Where 1s 117" | asked my Ittle
edrtor.

“Right there - see it, Daddy!" he
said excitedly with eyes still as round
and sparkling as ever

The sight before me wasn't what |
had i mind The httle fellow had
stacked everything he could find--
from a big red wagon to stuffed
ammals to newspapers - into a good
sized heap, and called it his “office "' |
guess my desk does look something
like that, now that | stop to think
about 1t

It was time to go to bed

“Where are your pajamas,” | asked
Karl, just to be able to hear his
adorable answer to every such
question ‘| don't see it "

Children are terrific Lisa and | fee!
very blessed to have this new hittle
addition in our family With a brand
new baby o start the year with, we're
confident of 1977 being filled with
happiness for us

May it be hkewise for each and
every one of Lancaster Farming's
readers

— Dieter Krieg, Editor
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BY LAWRENCE W ALTHOUSE

THEHOLY
FAMILY

Lesson for January 2, 1977

Backgroungd Scripture:
Luke 1:30; 2:39-52
Devotional Reading:
1Timothy 4:12-16.

It is traditional to regard
Joseph, Mary, and Jesus as
“The Holy Family.” But, of
course, as the New
Testament indicates, their
household eventually in-
cluded other children as
well. At least one of his
brothers, James, played a
significant role in the early
church.

Beyond that, the Bible telis
us very little about the
family of Jesus. Most of what
we know about the years
between his birth and the
beginning of his ministry is
to be found in the latter
portion of the second chapter
of Luke’s Gospel.

According to custom

For one thing, it is ap-
parent that here was a '
family with a strong
religious foundation. Luke
says: “And when they had
performed everything ac-
cording to the law of the
Lord, they returned to
Galilee” (2:39). Later he
tells us that ‘“his parents
went to Jerusalem every
year at the feast of the
Passover” and again: “And
when he was twelve years
old, they went up according
to custom...” (2:41,42).
Furthermore, as Jesus sits
with the elders in the Temple.
and asks his surprising
questions, it is apparent that

+ this boy has been taught the
* scriptures, probably at home
. and in the synagogue.

Secondly, we can see that
there was a strong element
of mutual respect in this
family. For one thing, as a
twelve year old lad Jesus is
given a cerfain amount of
freedom, so that when the
return  journey from
Jerusalem begins, his
parents assume that Jesus is
somewhere in the caravan
with his playmates.

It used to seem strange to
me that his parents could go
a whole day’s journey before
missing their son, but
several years ago I had a
similar experience. I was
conducting a bus tour
through Europe and we had
stopped briefly in the Italian
alpine town of Cortina
D’Ampezzo to take a few
photographs. About 30 miles
beyond this, someone asked
me where .was my son,
Kevin. “Oh, sleeping on the
back seat of the bus as
usual,” I replied confidently.
As I turned to gesture to the
back seat, I realized Kevin
was not there. Immediately
we turned the bus around
and drove all the way back to
Cortina where we found
Kevin waiting patiently! He
didn’t understand why we
had been so excited.

Didn’t you know...?

So, I can better appreciate
what Jesus’ parents were
feeling when at last they
found him 1n the Temple and
I can also understand why
there was some misun-
derstanding between them.
From his point of view, there
was nothing over which they
should have become excited
From therr point of view, his
unexplained absence seemed
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a lack of consideration for
them.

Yet despite the fact that
Jesus did not understand
their attitude;-1uke tells us,
“And he... was obedient to
them,” and although Mary
did not understand her son’s
strange explanation, she
nevertheless ‘“kept all these
things m her heart.”” In the
Holy Family misun-
derstanding and hurt were
healed with Iove and
respect ..why not 1n our
families also?
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