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Talmadge takes cautious look at future

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following Is a condensation of a
speech given on Dec. 6 by Senator Herman Talmadge, (D. -

Ga.), chairman of the Senate Committee on Agriculture and
Forestry, United States Senate.

CHICAGO, 111. - You give me a big order today - to discuss
the legislative outlook for the agricultural sector.

It is essential, in discussing the legislative outlook for
agriculture, that we know first where agriculture is today.

Andone thing that weknow for certain is that agriculture is
big business today. It is enormous business. It is important
business.

Ten years ago, farm exports represented about 16 per cent
of all farm cash receipts. Today, exports represent about 24
per cent of cash farm receipts.

I am sure you appreciate the economies of scale made
possible by a large volume of farm exports.

You know how exports contribute to tl\e remarkable
productivity of the American farmer.

But erratic foreign demand, and the disruptive buying of
large state trading organizations can create real problems
here at home.

needlessly hurt. And the rules have to be based upon sound
judgment- not political expediency.

The basic authority for our farm programs will expire at
the end of the 1977 crop years.

So Congress must decide at what level to set price supports
- how high, or how low,-we should set target prices and loan
levels for cotton, wheat and feed grains.

Although price supports will not be the only component of
farm policy on the agenda, it clearly will be one of the most
important.
'Likewise, it will beone ofthe most difficult.
Before Congress adjourned in October, I assigned

Gyratmg prices provide the farmer little confidence that
he can recover his investment, much less make a profiton his
labors.

TheAmerican food and agriculture system is a 530-billion-
dollar industry. That’s about seven times the size of the
automobile industry. All of this has made agriculture a “hot line” for discussion

in the past few years.
In my career, there has never been more widespread in-

terest in agricultural policy.
All of a sudden agriculture has hit thg front page.
This new attention to agriculture has both a positive side

and a negative side.
There aresome who view the fanner as getting rich at the

expense of the consumer.
Others blame high food prices on the middleman.
And some would like to place the blame for higher food

prices on, foreign exports.
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It involves up to 17 million workers. That makes our food
system one of our nation’s biggest employers.

And it makes the health of the agricultural sector most
essential to the health ofthe American economy atlarge.

Our food system is also one of the most efficient in the
world.
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Today, our farmers produce 53 per cent more crops on six
per cent fewer acres than did their fathers.

Today, the average U.S. factory worker pays-27 per cent
less of his hourly earnings for a loaf of white bread than he
did 25 years ago.

Part of this is due to better productivity in the food
marketing system. Much is due to improved production on
the American farm.

If there is a lesson to be drawn from the events of the last
several years, it is that we are allin the same game.

It is that the farmer’s loss, or the processor’s loss, is
everybody’s loss.

We must make sure, therefore, that our food and
agricultural policies provide a balance of all the interests
affected by policy decisions.

We must put together some rules to insure that nobody is

Each of us has a stake in the continued strength of the
American farm and food system.

One of the essential components of a healthy American
food system is farm exports.

Ag is 7x bigger than auto industry 9
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GRAIN BINS FREE
WINTER

PRICE PROGRAM
Moisture Tester

with each grain drying system

ORDER NOW .. realize the following savings and benefi
• Beat the announced 6 percent price increase.
• Order during off season and getthe extra factory discount.
• You get the savings by helping us eliminate storage and double handling costs
•Assemble at your own conveniencewith our easy instructions.
• Eliminate the last minute rush and back order problems.
•Avoid delays caused by strikes, shortages, weather conditions, etc.

All sizes available from 1000 to 153,000 bu. capacity
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The Factory upped their prices 6 percent due to steel price.jncrease. But

we still have a limited quantityat these low prices. Thereafter the prices will
be 6 percent higher and the factory discount reduced 4 percent on
December 20.

So ordernow and save that extra 10percent.

Size Bu. Cap Wgt. List Sale
15-7 2987 2998 $l9lO. $1214.
18-7 4363 3661 2330. 1482.
21-7 6062 4450 2800. 1780.
24-7 7981 5416 3337. 2122.
27-7 10242 6476 3925. 2496.
30-7 12819 7980 4825. 3069.
33-7 15723 9170 5564. 3538.
36-7 18963 10948 6483. 4122.
42-7 26500 14554 8872. 5642.
48-7 35497 18429 11,180. 7110.

Includes standard gauge sheets, roof ladder, center hole cover and
manhole, 2ring walk-in door, base angle and anchors, hardware with
bolts, nuts and calking

Freight not included

Erecting Jacks and supervision available, or complete installation
guaranteed by our experienced crew.

Also Available -Drying floors,gas, oil and electric heaters, fans, spreaders, Stirway Units, areation
systems, unloading systems, bucket elevators, transport augers, 6" -8" - 10", roof augers, utility
augers 4” - 6”, wet holding tanksand overhead frames

Complete grain storage, drying and handling systems. Deferred Payments
possible till
Sept. 1977FHMfllCWrc & CALL US FOR FREE ESTIMATES NO OBLIGATION
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