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Penn State economist suggests policy
to deal with scarcity and surpluses

UNIVERSITY PARK,
Pa.—Legislation in 1977
could complete the con-
version of farm policy into a
more complete food and
farm policy, according to
George E. Brandow,
professor of agricultural
economics at The Penn-
sylvania State University.

Since the 1973 act expires
next year. Congress will
have an opportunity to
renovate policy inlight of the
changed food situation in
recent years, Brandow
points out.

Uncertainity asto what the
underlying food and
agricultural situation will be
in the future calls for a policy
capable of dealing with both
scarcity and surpluses,
Brandow observes.

He believes future con-
sumers, advocates of food
aid for poor countries, and
other groups will take a
more active interest in
policy than in the 1950’s and
1960’s when surpluses
seemed assured. Now either
scarcity or surplus—or
fluctuation between them
during the next decade—is
possible, he says.

“Stocks likely to he
carried voluntarily by
producers and the trade will
not prevent substantial price
gyrations. Greater stability
can be achieved at ac-
ceptable cost, but food
markets can not be insulated
from the effects of inflation
in the economy at large, or
from persistent scarcity or
surpluses should they
develop,” Brandow affirms.

for dealing with a crunch
that may come with little
warning” through advance
arrangementstied to modest
commitments.

Food aid for poor families
in the U.S. by means of food
stamps and other devices is
now ■. established policy,
Brandow notes. Farmer
bargaining and marketing
orders can improve stability
and performance of'
markets, he says, but have
also been under attack as
price-raising devices. He
believes inflation and
revived interest in antitrust
policies will make the
distinction between farmer
bargaining and marketing
ordersmore important in the
future.

Expansion of agricultural
markets abroad has become
a national as well as a far-
mer concern because of oil
imports. - Botii market
growth and stability could be
encouraged. This might be
accomplished, he suggests,
by providing incentives for
forward sales
arrangements, by including
importers to carry in-
ventories, and by
establishing priorities for
U.S. supplies in times of
serious shortages.

On food aid for poor
countries, the Penn State
economist suggests that the
U.S. has an opportunity “to
prepare others and ourselves

“Apparently, the U.S. can
support prices of feed grains,
wheat, and soybeans in
times of surplus atlevels low
enough not to stimulate
production elsewhere but
high enough to be of -some
help to U.S. fanners,” the
Penn State farm marketing
analyst observes. He hastens
to add that high price sup-
ports can cause great dif-
ficulties.

Devices are now in place to
deal with- surpluses, he
notes, although the target
prices introduced m the 1973
Agriculture and Consumer
Protection Act may prove
less workable than supplied.
In Brandow’s opinion, some
technical changes to update
old provisions of law are
badly needed.

Now is the time
[ Continued from Page 10] test is the place to start, and

this should be done before
the ground freezes. Good
farm planning includes
placing orders for supplies
and materials long before
they are needed. By ordering
early the grower is more
sure of getting exactly what
he wants, and in addition,
might benefit from price
reductions. Phosphorus and
potash can be spread on the
ground during the fall and
winter months with good
results. However, this is not
advised on steep slopes
without vegetative cover. A
goodfertilizer program adds
to efficiency and maximum
yields; the time to start for
the 1977 season is now.

crttle feeders a windbreak
may be needed to prevent
the dry grain from blowing
away. Don’t allow expensive
feed to be wasted.

TO BEWAREOF
MANURE PIT GASES

And he indicates that
devices to stimulate food
production by long range
subsidies do not seem ad-
visable now. But an
adequate food supply is
sufficiently in doubt, he
contends, to justify
assurance of tolerable prices
to farmers, to set reserve
stock goals at generous
levels, and to push research
on agricultural technology,
new foods, and nutrition.

Some livestock producers
with liquid manure pits may
be cleaning out before winter
arrives. This can be a
dangeroustime inrelation to
poisonous gasesin the pit. In
most cases the manure is
agitated before removal,
which may fill the pit, and
the building with dangerous
gases. We know of animals
that have suffocated over
such pits, and the gases
blamed on explosions. Also,
it is very dangerous to go
into an empty, or partly
empty pit, without a gas
mask. Good ventilation in
the pit, and in the building at
cleaning time, is very im-
portant.

“A little too much food will

TO ORDER LIME
AND FERTILIZER

There are many ad-
vantages to ordering lime
and fertilizer needs before
the end of the year.
However, a complete soil

Viewpoints

What's new
TARPAULIN

Revere Chemical Cor-
poration ' introduces a
uniquely designed tarpaulin
called Cov-R-AU Tarps that
is made to withstand a
variety of uses indoors and
out.

extreme weather conditions
Winter and Summer.

be a lot easier to live with
than a little too little,” he
concludes.

Cov-R-All Tarps are
waterproof, rot and mildew
treated, chemical resistant,
lightweight, versatile andrip
proof.

Cov-R-All Tarps have
specially designed fasteners
that, clip on making it
possible for you to make a
firm, snug fit to keep
moisture and dirt out. Once
in place secure with line.

The polyethylene fabric is
specially treated with ad-
ditives to prevent cracking
and deterioration from

There are a lot of
reasons you should
buy a Surge pipeline.
Planning to stick with stanchions, but want to eliminate
bucket backache'? Save time and labor by moving up to a
Surge Stanchion Pipeline

• Famous Alamo Vacuum Pump
A big dependable pump with important
design differences Features
flood-type lubrication, filtered air
intake, a large oil reserve, plus many
more efficiency advantages

• Tug & Pull Milking Action
One of the most important features
of a Surge pipeline is famous “tug &

pull” milking, the milking action
that’s helping thousands of dairymen
get the best their cows can produce
All Surge milkers offer large capacity,
visible milk flow, plus a special
design feature that prevents the back-
washing of milk from one quarter
to another, greatlyreducing the spread
of mastitis

• Rugged, welded stainless
construction makes the Surge'
Pipeline vacuum tight and easy
to clean It’s more economical to
install and maintain, too
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When you add to these features self-adjusting mifk valves,
the compactness and efficiency of the Surge Pacemaker’s receiver
panel, and dependable service from the best trained dealers
in the industry, you’ll see why so many stanchion operators have
chosen Surge

A free $lOO watch is
one more.
Place your pipeline order before
Dec 31, 1976 and receive a handsome
digital watch valued at $lOO
absolutely free l

Jsureel yourcows
m—m—mmmf worth more.

Longocre Electrical
Svc. Inc.

Bally, PA
Phone (215) 845-2261

Glenn E. Hurst
RD2, East Earl, PA
Ph. (215) 445-6865

H. Daniel Wenger
& Bro. Inc.
RDI, Hamburg, PA

Phone (215) 488-6574

Pen. W. Hostetter
RD2, Annville, PA

Ph. (717) 867-2896

Jim s Sales & Service
Oak Bottom RD Box 37

Quarryville, PA.
Phone (717) 786-1533

Lester B. 801l
RDI, Lititz, PA

Ph. (717) 626-6198

Brandt's Form Supply, Inc.
501 E. High St.

Elizabethtown, PA
Ph. (717) 367-1221

SURGE
A nation’s character is

the sum of its splendid
deeds, they constitute one
common patrimony, the
nations inheritance They
awe foreign powers, they
arouse and animate our
own people

Henry Clay
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