
James Shearer demonstrates the especially difficult by doing it on the
fine art of shearing a sheep, made uneven grass.

By SALLY BAIR
FeatureWriter

Turning a freshly shorn
fleece into a lovely woven
shawl m the course of one
day is no small task. Last
Saturday at the Ephrata
Cloister about 25 members of
the Lancaster Spinners and
Weavers Guild ac-
complished the job.

Beginning at 10:00 a.m.
with the shearing of the
sheep, they carded and spun
the wool and wove it
throughout the day. At 4:00
they auctioned off a beautiful
woven shawl which brought
$35.00 for their efforts.

According to Guild
member Judy Homan who
organized the event, its
purpose was “to educate the
public in the process of
producing a woolen gar-
ment.”

Judy explained that in
colonial days people would
not have gathered under the
trees for the purpose shown
Saturday, but they often
gathered in the winter
months to “pass the time.” A
spinning bee was a social
event, and helped the “long,
tedious” job of spinning go
faster.

To show the amount of

KERR McGEE CHEMICAL COUP. ) *#»(
CROP PROGRAMS:
1. PASTURES: For control of wild onion and garlic, dandelions, thistles, and many more, apply 1
pint 2,4-DAmine plus Vi pintBanvel per acre. Do not graze for 7 days.
2. ALFALFA;

Insect Control:
* Supracide 2E at 2 pints per acre. Harvest after 10 days.
* Furadan 4F at 2 pints per acre. Harvest after 28 days. IVz pints, 21 days.
* Imidan SOW at 2 pounds peracre. Harvest after 7 days.

READ LABELS BEFORE USING!

TRANSPLANTING??
Use XL-640, a 16-32-16 starter, water soluble, and when added to the transplanting water

reduces transplanting shock as well as promotes'rapid root growth insuring good starts. Use on
tobacco, tomatoes, strawberries, etc. Also excellent to use on seedling beds and in greenhouses.

SOUTHEASTERN PENNA. WAREHOUSES - DEALERS:
Richard Breckbill
Ph: 215-932-3307

Fisher and Son, Inc.
Ph: 215-644-3300

E. H. Keen and Son
Ph: 215-593-5115

John A. Kennel, Jr
Ph. 215-857-5620

M. D. Lumis and Son
Ph: 215-458-5211

Moyer and Son, Inc.
Ph: 215-723-6001

Ira Nissley, Inc.
Ph: 215-286-9328

Oak Grove Farms
Ph: 215-257-4509

Ben 0. Stoltzfus
Ph: 215-273-3546

Martin D. Kern
Ph: 215-273-3724

Pine Run Farm Supply
Ph: 215-675-2186

West Chester Feed and Supply
Ph: 215-696-1765

Clarence Wilson and Son
Ph: 215-WE3-3581

White Horse Grain Co., Inc.
Ph: 215-869-8201

Thomas E. Woife
Ph; 215-273-3488

John H. Lloyd
Ph: 215-869-2078

TERRITORY SALES MGR.
Joseph H. Kershner
Ph; 717-442-8116

Pottstown Roller Mills
Ph: 215-323-8620

WHY NOT GIVE US A CALL??

H-2655 Hf BONUS
|

-

|
U OSH!)

This single cross earns its excellent reputation ll htbonus

ai from unexcellend stalk quality It stands up L^^,rdf /iK Single cross hybrid A tall
/| T\ until you’re ready to harvest its consistent lop | i*mr,JiAsiUN AJJ \ p| jnt w,th relatively high, long

) yields Seed set is always dependable, °° (Sft j ears, very erect leaves, andVif J J because H 2655 sheds pollen over an ex- | honey brook facility Wla/ deep seeded kernels The ear
tended period. The gram is bright colored, -

GoWen Picks clean and combinesGolden With deep kernels on small cobs. It’s a beauty ph 97? wac HorVBST easily Record yields
HCIVeST early Fn the summer months and at harvest rn ‘i3 Lli 33,0 - established 1973 and 1974
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BREAK YOUR YIELD BARRIER!

Sheep to Shawl’ program presented

time spent in spinning in
earlier days, Judy said, “It
took seven spinners to supply
one weaver.” So the most
time-consuming - part of
producing garments or
textiles was in the spinning.

The grounds of the Cloister
provided a beautiful setting
for members of the Guild,
most of whom were garbed
in simple colonial style
outfits. About fifteen spin-
ning wheels were set up
under the trees, and
members socialized with
each other and with spec-
tators while they worked.

The spinners on Saturday
were spinning “in the
grease; ” that is, they did not
take the time to wash the
wool before weaving it. The
garment would be washed
after completion. The
elimination of washing the
wool obviously helped make
it possible to complete the
woven shawl that afternoon.

The first task of the day
fell to James Shearer who
shearedthe sheep. He did the
job quickly and with great
expertise, explaining while
he worked. He said it is
important to keep the sheep
from touching any one foot to
the ground or it would fight
and struggle to stand up. As
it was, with four feet off the
ground, his sheep cooperated
nicely and appeared almost
tranquilized..

The fleece was then
“sorted.” The sorting
process is to remove the
short, tag ends of the fleece
around the stomach, legs
and tail. These ends are full
of dirt and grease and
therefore undesirable for
spinning. One participant
said these short ends are
good for mulching roses.

Next the wool was divided
among the spinners who
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Helen Weit works at her spinning wheel, dressed
in the garb of the Ephrata Cloister.

carded it and spun it. The
carding process is to get all
the fibers running in one
direction for ease of spin-
ning.

There was an interesting
variety of spinning wheels,
both antique and newly
hand-crafted as well as a
wide array of spinning
talents. In the friendly, in-
formal atmosphere, spec-
tators could freely have their
questions answered and
some even had the op-
portunity to participate.

Gradually as the spinners
produced a quantity of
thread it was transferred to
the loom where the scarf was
being woven. The warp ofthe
shawl had been spun by
Guild members earlier. To
keep the garment uniform,
only a few people did the
actual weaving.

A highlight of the event
was a demonstration of
working sheep with border
collies. Jim Shearer con-
ducted the demonstration
and succeeded in showing
the efficient work of trained
collies. He explained that the
border collie responds to his
natural instincts without
commands when he has the
flock in a large area.

He said the dogs are very
obedient, very intelligent
and very easy to train - also
very easy to spoil. They have
a lot of “herding instinct,”
he said, and they can be
taught to work with many
animals.

For the uninitiated it was a
day filled with learning and
seeing how our ancestors
created their textiles. For
the participants, it was a day
of socializing, hard work and
the satisfaction of creating a
hand woven garment from
the raw product.
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Know Where the Activities Will Be?
Read the Farm Women Calendar.
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