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Palm oil imports jeopardizing

soybean industry; prices may rise

WASHINGTON The
National Soybcan
Processors  Assoclation

(NSPA) recently called on
the U.S. government to end
its support of international
subsidies for foreign palm oil
production, to negotiate a
mandatory import quota on
palm oil, and to establish a
duty on its importation.
Lowell K. Rasmussen,
president 'of the Association,
said that the 100 percent

increase in US palm oil
imports in 1975 was spurred
in large part by subsidized
palm ofl production funded
through loans from in-
ternationu] agencies such as
the World Bank. The US
government continues to
endorse loan applications
form Southeast Asian
governments for expansion
of palm oil output, and is
known to provide most of the
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loan money used by the
World Bank.

In announcing the NSPA
position, Rasmussen rioted
that accelerating palm oil
imports have reduced
consumption of American
vegetable oils, and have
precipitated substantial
osses in U.S. farm sales of
soybeans. In an analytical
paper also released today,
entitled ‘“The Problem of
Palm Oil,” the Association
explained that the price-
undercutting impact of
subsidized palm oil on
demand for soybean oil will
have the effect of increasing
the price of soybean meal, a
leading high-protein animal
feed. That, in turn, will mean
American consumers will
face increased prices for
meat, poultry and dairy
products.

Rasmussen said: ‘‘There
is bitter irony in the U.S.
Government supporting
foreign palm oil producers
with the money of American
taxpayers, who, because of
that, will have to pay in-
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creased prices for food
products at home."

The Association em-
phasized the damage of
subsidized palm ol imports
on the American farmer,
reculling that the US,
Department of Agriculture
has cstimated that sales of 43
million bushels of soybeans
to domestic edible oil users
were lost in 1975 as a direct
result of increased palm oil
imports.

NSPA pointed out that the
U.S. is the only major
economy in the world that
imposes no duties or olher
restrictions on imported
palm oil. Rasmussen con-
cluded: ‘‘Other Western
governments have moved to
counterweigh the artificial
advantages possessed by
palm oil, in order to place
their own domestic
vegetable oils and related
products on an equal and fair
basis in trade, The U.S. must
do the same.”

it's an Ag-fact

It's an ag-fact. The task of
feeding and clothing the
U.S. population requires at
least 30 times more land
than the amount needed for
all the housing 1n cities,
towns and suburbs through-
out the nation.
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Students.

oppose

The Student Advisory

Board, thy representative of
the students of Penn-
sylvania, has becomed
alarmed at the rapid iIn-
crease o' cuuc.iional
strikes. In tne opinion of this
board there are a few
questions which have been
overlooked or just blatently
n :
(1) Is the student's
inalienable right to a quality
education being violated by
educational strikes?

(2) Have. the teachers
abused the right to strike
granted them in Act 195?

(3) Do school boards use
prolonged strikes as a
strictly political move?

(4) Do teachers use
educational demands in their
proposals as a ploy to play on
the sympathy of the public
and is the bottom line in

strikes

educationa! strikes really
money?

The Student Advisory
Board would like to see a
statewide reassessment of
strike policy with these and
other student oriented
questions in mind.

The students of the state of
Pennsylvania demand and
expect a quality education;
an education that exim
because of students, not in
spite of them.

Solar System

Planets in the solar
system follow elhptical or-
bits around the sun, with
those of Neptune and Pluto
overlapping. Each planet
travels faster when close to
the sun. That's why the

length of days on earth vary
slightly during the year. r§ '3
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