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An Easy 700 Pound*
Hie age old dairymen’s

problem of mastitis is still
the major problem in milk
production. Generally,
dairymen look at mastitis as
a “pain in the neck” when in
reality its a “pinch in the
pocketbook”. We have
always known that this
problem lowered milk
production, but untilnow we
were never really sure how
much.

Recently Ohio State
University reported a study
they made on DHIA herds
concerning mastitis. They
checked 16,000 cows monthly
with the California Mastitis
Test (CMT) over 2years.

This is research indicated
thatan improvement in CMT
scores is definitely reflected
in improved production. By
lowering the CMT rating by
one increment should result
inat least a five percent gain
in production. This amounts
to almost 700 pounds of milk
per cow per year. This is
about the best return on a
few dollar investment that I
know about. If you don’t
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regularly use a simple
mastitis check like the CMT,
you better give it some
consideration
EnvironmentalRegulation*

Will Be Simplified
For some time there has

been confusion onthe impact
of environmentalregulations
on farm operations. The
Department of En-
vironmental Resources
(DER) is the Pennsylvania
regulatory agency. Not
much has been known about
what a farmer can or cannot
do. This includes soil erosion
plana, manure management
and similar topics.

Recently an Agricultural
Advisory Board was set up to
consult withDER on current
and future regulations.
Several farm organizations
arerepresented. In addition,
a TaskForce is busy writing
guidelines on manure
management, including
manure storage systems and
land application.
Represented on this task
force are people from DER,
PFA, Extension, SCS andthe
State Department of
Agriculture. This work will
allowa farmer to know what
is required and how to go
about the job. Permits to
build manure structures will
not be needed in most cases.

It is hoped that the new
guidelines will allow con-
struction of manure storages
that will be economical and
which will protect the
streams as well as the far-
mer.
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