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milis could increase the
neximum amount of
slecericiiy  available from

A stody of the economics of
zdding wind power

sznerators to see if the new

aower source could be.

campatitive with  con-
+antonal sources of electric
ogwer.

* - anvone who has lived in
omr region of the country
inows that we have a great
=moun: of wind. That fact,
comnlad with the fact that the
razion has a 7,000 - mile
sajerz] trensmission system
wih i< substations where
wind power could be added
j7to the svstem. prompted
o2 1o suggest this study,”
2hgarezk said
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indmills considered for electricity

of Mines has a specia]
capability for doing research
on the winds of the regiong
because of its department of
atmospheric sciences.”

Abourezk said benefits of
wind power research by
ERDA would have little
meaning unless it is directeq
toward the federal tran-
smission system and electric
utilities.

According . to  Abourezk,
the study - if funding can be
arranged - would be con-
ducted in cooperation with
the U.S. Bureau _ of
Reclamation, the agency
that markets power from the
Missouri River dams, and
the Missouri Basin Systems
Group, a power pool of 120
consumer - owhed electric

T noted that ~no other, systems in the region.

~=5iny of the country has
Y3 o ihese advantages.”
Anxrerk said ERDA has

ez researching wind
zenesgiors of 1,000 kilowatts
— > 2500 kilowatts.

~TWhile generators of this
=2 zr-e small in the industry

mdzx. 2 series of them could -

=it have the potential to
sroride & part of our future
Sleciricz! requirements,” he
said.

2bourezk said he
suggested the proposal to R.

‘I,l

}

w._. Beck & Associates
because the firm conducted

the research preliminary to
inegrating power from the

&

~The feasibility of rural
electric.cooperatives and
municipal electric systems
utilizing wind generators
would be” part of the

“proposed study,” he said.

Abourezk cautioned that
wind power is not a “cure-
all’” to- short-range elec-
tricity shortages.

“There’s a lot of research
that must be done before this
concept could be developed,
and engineers have lots of
work to do to develop the
wind-powered generators,”
Abourezk-said.”."But I hope
these initial studies can be
made ‘and that momentum

large lignite generating -can be built behind alter-

plants into the Missouri
River f{ederal electric
system.

~I'm very pleased that one

of South Dakota’s colleges is -

involved with this project,”
Abourezk said. “The School

native energy sources.”
Abourezk has also in-
troduced legislation fo
promote the development of
solar- energy” and -to help
homeowners utilize solar
heating and cooling. ’
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