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BERK'S COUNTY DHIA NEW YORK - Sheep and

goats that have been exposed
to scrapie - a disease of the
nervous system • can no
longer be slaughtered for
human food, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) announced.

The action was taken as a
precautionary measure by
USDA’s Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service
(APHIS), pending further
research on whether this
disease can be transmitted
naturally to other animals or
man.

posed animals, pending
further research." he said.

resulting in a gradual
decrease In the number of
cases from a high of 22 in
1956 to only two Infected
flocks so far this year one
each in Illinois and West
Virginia.
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Scrapie is a virus disease
occuring naturally in sheep
and goats, that causes
progressive degeneration of
the animal’s central nervous
system.
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It can be transmitted from
one animal to another, and
the virus can incubate in an
affected animal up to 42
months - or even longer -

before symptoms appear.
These symptoms are itching,
loss of coordination and a
general decline in health •

ending in death of the animal
up to six months or longer
after symptoms appear.

•Sheep and goats exposed
to scrapieor directly related
by bloodlines to infected
animals may no longer be
quarantined or maintained
under surveillance; rather,
they must be destroyed in
such a manner as to prevent
the meat from being used for
human food.
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In addition, APHIS of-
ficials announced that the
conditions under which
federal indemnities can be
paid to livestock owners for
their losses from this disease
- as well as the rates for such
payments - were being
broadened.

The disease was first
discovered in the United
States in 1947, and 207 flocks
in some 31 states sub-
sequently have been found
infected. An eradication
program was initiated by
state and federal animal
health officials in 1952,

- Such animals will be
appraised and owners
idemnifiedfor their losses up
to the new rate of $4O per
head for grade animals and
$9O per head for pure-bred
animals. Until the change,
owners could recover some
of their losses by sending
exposed animals to
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Ti“There is no evidence to
date that scrapie can be
transmitted to humans who
come in contact with either
infected or exposed animals,
or who eat meat from such
animals,” Dr. Mulhern
stressed. “However, since
these laboratory ex-
periments, showing that sub-
human primates are
susceptible, raise some
questions in our minds
relative to the immunity of
humans, we believe the
safest course is to ban for
human food any salvage of
meat from affected or ex-
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BEAC^EEDS GRAIN
PRE-SERV*
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continue to harvest and haveharvest, you’ll
flexibility in marketing for feed or food.
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Advantages of Grain Pre-Serv
• Use on food or feed grains
• Reduce dry matter loss
• No mold activity
• Preseive full feeding value
• No heating

* Reduce field loss
* Utilize present storage
* Flexibility in marketing
* Broad-spectrum inhibition
* Com bines'three acids

Disadvantages of Drying Disadvantages of Other Preservatives
+ Investment
+ Depreciation and repairs
+ Fuel and electricity
+ Extra labor
+ Transportation
+ Shrinkage

4- Can only be used on feed grains
+ Large volume required per ton
+ Complex equipment
+ Narrow spectrum inhibition
+ Only one or two acids utilizedSee your PATZ Dealer today
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slaughter and be paid in-demnities of a maximum of
(25 for grade animals and $75
for purebred animals.
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