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From Local Ag Teachers:
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Whether you cambine your
own grain or have it cut by a
custom operator, deter-
mining the time to harvest is
a major management
decision. Grain moisture
should be the determining

the grain thl:eating and
spoiling in bins is in-
creased. On the gther hand,
if the grain is left in the field

longer than needed, the i

chance of the straw lodging
and grain lost ‘o head
shattering is greatly in-
creased.

HUSKEE-BIL

in optimizing the per-
formance of the combine.) In
general as your ground
_qaeedinauau,yourloucs
increase.

There are basicly five
types of losses: shatter loass,
cutter bar loss, cylinder loss,
separating loss, and cleaning
loss. Your job as a manager
is to reduce these losses, yet
be timely in harvesting.

Shatter loss was men-

Severity of threshing incr-
eases with increasing
cylinder speeds and
decreasing the concave
clesarance. The smaller the

content. grain the faster the cylinder.

The concave clearance
should be increased with the
larger seeéds and the more
straw going through the
combine. More straw
cushions the seed without
increasing cylinder loss;

Thoughts

in Passing

however more grain will be
lost in separation.

Separating loss is the
threshed grain lost out the
rear of the combine. This
comes from two areas. The
one is gramn lost over the
rack, which is caused by
grain not being able to work
its way through the straw.
This loss is reduced by
decreasing the amount of
straw over the rack. (Either
raise the cutter bar or
decrease ground speed.) The
second area is shoe sieve
losses, which are caused by
overloading or sieve
plugging. Without
overloading and proper
airflow, the only loss should
be light grains blown out the
rear.
Cleaning losses are not a
loss of grain, but a decrease
in crop value due to foreign
matter. Your clue to
cleaning will be the grain
and foreign material in the
grain tank. Problems are
usually caused by over-
thresbing at the cylinder
which breaks up the straw
and weeds into small pieces.
Secondly the shoe sieve or
chaffer sieve may be open
too far allowing materials to
fall through.

The combine operator
should check the ground

Fiddler’s picnic

to be staged
on July 20

The hills of northern Berks
County will ring with music
on Sunday, July 20 when the
Lehigh Valley Folksong
Society presents an Old Time
Fiddler’'s Picnic. The
festivities to be held at the
Kempton Community
Center, Kempton, Pa. will
begin at 11:00 am. and
continue into the evening.

This picnic is designed to
give all musicians an op-
portunity to exhibit their
talents in bluegrass, folk and
traditional music with an
emphasis on fiddling. The
only featured group will be

the Shimerville Sheiks who
will play several times
throughout the day.
Otherwise, the music will be
provided by interested
musicians.

Along with the music will
be craftspeople and
selling their wares. The
crafts will range from
cornbusk dolls and stained
glass to jewelry and
woodworking. Several times
during the day the film,
“Stones to the Weather,”
depicting Pennsylvania
Dutch bank barns and early
farming practices will be

shown. Music for this film
was by members of
the Valley Folksog
Society. The narrator,

Kempton Farm Museum
adjacent to the Community
Center grounds. The Farm
Museum

behind the combine. Look for
the types and amounts of
losses. Losses will change as
the moisture content of the
grain and straw changes.
The tailings are another
indication of the quality of
threshing. There should
always be tailings and their
content should be about:

One half threshed grain -
Shows the sieves are not
open too far.

One fourth unthreshed
grain - cylinder and con-
caves are not over threshing.

One fourth chaff - air flow

is not too great.

The good operator will
check for signs of loss and
problems often during the
day. For your combine check
your operator’s manual and
have a good harvest.

FISHER SPRAY PAINTERS

(Henry K. Fisher)

"

GRAIN STORAGE BINS

Our price is right - See us NOW!

Available for Immediate Delivery
i \

READ Grain Bins are made of heavy galvanized
steel, and are .die-formed for easier, faster
erection. They are made stronger and tighter

SANDBLASTING and
SPRAY PAINTING

INTERIOR and EXTERIOR
Aerial Ladder Equipment

Office & Shop - 667 Hartman Station Rd.
Residence - 2322 Oid Philadelphia Pike
Lancaster, Penna.

For FREE Estimates Call 717-393-6530

than other similar bins and will give you a life-
time of trouble-free service.

il Bulk Feed Tanks also Available
o 7alic  Call Us For More Information

SHENK'S FARM SERVICE

RD4,LITITZ,PA PHONE 626-1151
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FARM-URBAN-COMMERCIAL

BUILDERS

CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY £==3

Full Gx6™ Pollex,

(POLE STRUCTURES

«FARM < URBAN - COMMERCIAL

ENVIRONMENTAL BURLDINGS
« Gestation « Farrowing
« Nursery/ Finushing

s

=~HIE
M Construction Co
For Information Wrile or Phone

MERVIN MiLLER
RD.2. LITITZ. PA.
6265204
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