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A new program of genetic
•valuation chart has been
started by the American
Angus Association. Under
the program, Angus bulls
will be evaluated and ranked
nationwide on the per-
formance of their offspring.
According to Lloyd D.
Miller, the association’s
executive secretary, the new
and somewhat controversial
program is called the
National Angus Sire
Evaluation.

To date, some45 bulls have
been tested and ranked
nationally on the per-
formance of their calves
from weaning through the
feedlot and on the rail. More
important, another 200
Angus bulls are in various
stages of the program.
“Some will do exceptionally
well, and some will do very
badly,” Miller said, “but all
the results will be published.
Their owners are willing to
take therisk of having one of
their bulls do badly and have
it published nationwide, in
order to find out more about
the cattle they are breeding.

“The purpose of National
Angus SireEvaluation is not
to find a super bull,” says
Miller. “It is to identify a
large number of bulls with
the geneticpowerto improve
their Offspring in specific
traits. This will give Angus
breeders a choice of sires
they can use in well-planned
breeding programs. It
should take some of the
guesswork out of their
selections,” Miller em-
phasized.

The lifting of 39 bulla,
which includes some 25 bulls
that have Just completed the
program, is now available
from the American Angus
Association. The results
show only one bull in the top
10 of all four traits measured
• weaning weight, yearling
weight, carcass cutability
and carcass quality. Several
other bulls ranked high on
twoor three ofthe four traits
tested for. On the bottom of
the scale, a few bulls, which
breeders considered to be
excellent herd bull
prospects, fell down in all of
the traits tested for and
othersranked extremely low
in one, two or three traits.
Regardless of how a bull
does he must be included in
the national ranking after
completing the test. A
breeder has the option,
however, of taking the bull
our of the national listing
after the first time.

The closest thing to a
“super bull” on the new
listing is an animal that
ranked first on weaning
weight, second on yearling
weight, third on carcass
cutability and ninth on
carcass grade. But he may
not be the best bull for every
herd, Association
representatives pointed out.
For example, if the breeder
has good milking cows and a
reasonable amount of
growthrate in his calves, but
needs to improve the
cutability and carcass grade
of his calves, then he might
skip over this outstanding
bull in favor of another in the

Angus Breeders Begin
Sire Evaluation Tests

teatthat ranked right at the
top for carcau cutability
and carcaas quality.

Record* show that the sire
which ranked firat and
second in the two carcass
traits should improve the
yield grade in his offspring
by .76 percent over the
average of all bulls tested
compared to .46 percent
improvement for the more
“superior" bull. The second
bull’s records show that he
should increase the quality
grade of his offspring by Justunder one-half of a 1-3 of a
USDA quality grade,
compared to less than .2 of a
1-3-grade unit for the high

ranking bull.
On the other two traits the

top “carcass" sire ranked
11th on yearling weight with
the capability of adding an
average of 7 pounds to the
yearling weight of the calves
he sires. His only real
problem is a 19th position
ranking on 205-day weight.
In this area he could be
expected to cut 1.2pounds off
the average weaning weight
of his progeny. So if a
breeder is willing to take a
smaller increase in yearling
weight and a slightreduction
in weaning weight, he should
be able to improve the
carcass yield and quality of
his herd. It should be pointed
out, however, that there was
far less difference between
the bulls on carcass traits
than on weight gains.

Assuming on the other
hand that you are a cattle
breeder who needs as much
growthrate in your calves as

■possible, and art not worrltd
about improving your
carcass grade and
cutablllty, then maybe you
would be Interested in yet
another sire from the teat.
This thiitt bull has an ex-
pected progeny difference
(EPD) in yearling weight of
31.2pounds. This means that
he mould add more than 31
pounds to the average
yearling weight of your
calves. This was good
enough to rank him number
one on yearling weight. At
today’s fat cattle prices, this
amounts to a considerable
increase in income.

This same bull ranked
second in weaning weight
with a 12.2 expected progeny
difference. This 12.2 EPD
means that be shouldbe able
to increase weaning weights
of his calves by an average
of over 12 pounds.

On the minus side, the bull
ranked 16th in carcass
cutablllty with the an-
ticipated ability to add only
.1 percent increase in yield
gradeover the average ofall
bulls tested. The bull’s worst
showing was in carcass
quality. The results from his
progeny ranked him 30th
over all and his expected
progeny difference shows
that he can be expected to
reduce USDA carcass grade
of Ids offspring by .1 of a 1-3
grade unit.

For a herd that has good
bred-in carcass cutability
and quality these last two
figures would be relatively
insignificant, particularly
when compared with the
major improvement the bull
could generate in weight
gains.

By the same token the
National Angus Sire
Evaluation program has
singled out bulls that are
near the bottom in all traits.
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Please call (717) 687-7659 in advance.
NOTE —ABATCH DRYER WILL BE SET UP AND IN OPERATION FOR THE MEETING.
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BUTLER KAN-SUN BATCH DRYER The Kan Sun Batch Dryer is
especially designed for
• the farmer whose daily
harvest rate is under 2.100
bushels

IN STOCK
FOR

IMMEDIATE
DELIVERY

• . the farmer who is drying
gram for the first time, and
wants to make a minimum
dryer investment

• the feeder who raises
limited amounts of gram and
doesn't want to haul his gram
to town for drying and haul it
back for feed
• the farmer with separate
field and storage locations, the
portable Kan Sun Batch Dryer
can be moved to the gram, and
to the storage* i

"

i • the farmer who owns an
in bin system, such as Butler
Stor-N-Dry®, and wants to
increase his daily drying rate,
he will use the Kan-Sun for
drying, and the bins as cooling
and storage tanks
(dryeration)

I
)

The Butler Kan-Sun Batch
Dryer can remove 10 points of
moisture from 90 bushels of
corn an hour In a 24-hour
drying day. the total dried and
cooled will be 2.100 bushels.
Using dryeration can increase
drying capacity to 2.700
bushels
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FARMILL CONSTRUCTION and REPAIR
Soudersburg, PA Phone 687-7659
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In waning weight, yearling •nd Jlth, respectively,
weight, cutablllty and 56th,
quality, for example, one 37th, 28th, and Mth. ThU wee
bull ranked 30th, 25th, 30th [Continued on Page 63)


