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Seed Act Protects Consumers

With the new crop and
garden planting season just
a short time ahead in the
'Northeast, seed buyers
should be confident that they
will buy good seed this year.
The Federa] Seed Act, and
similar laws in all fifty
Istates, provide legal guides
and a framework for action
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MADISON SILOS
Div Chromalloy American Corp
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LOCAL DEALERS

MESSICK FARM
EQUIPMENT INC.
Ehizabethtown  367-1319

FRANK SNYDER
Akron 859 2688

CALEB WENGER
Quarryville 548-2116

LANDIS BROS. INC
Lancaster 393 3906

CARL L. SHIRK
Lebanon  717-274 1436

SOLLENBERGER FARM
SUPPLY
Centerport 215 926-2722

that seed companies seek to
lve up to through their seed
production quality controls.

Seed is offered for sale in
many sizes of packages,
from a few grams of garden
seed to 100 pounds of some
farm seeds. Accordingly, the
lables of the packages vary
in form, but they cannot vary
in one respect - they must
truthfully represent what is
in the package. This is really
what the federal and state
seed laws are all about, and
are often referred to as
“truth-in-labeling” acts.

The laws require labeling
with information important
to buyers of seed, and
prohibit labeling or false
advertising. In the case of
small packets of garden
seeds, detailed labeling is
not required if the seed
meets certain minimum
standards.

Our country’s seed
producing companies, as
well as foreign firms that
wish to sell seed within the
United States, expend many
hours in both field and
processing plant quality
control programs to insure
that the package labels
correctly describe the seed
they offer for sale. If the
package is a blend of various
types of seed, as is often the
case in lawn grass seed, the
exact percentage of each
kind of seed is carefully
monitored in the processing
plant. After each “lot” of
seed is packaged, employees
in the company’s quality
control operation sample
and test each lot to make
sure the seed conforms to the
listed percentages on the
labels or the standards for
small packages of garden
seeds.

Quality control really
begins in the fields where
seed-producing plants are
grown. An important task in
seed production 1s the
elimnation of weeds that
bear seeds that are con-
taminants in the seed. Much
effort is also taken to get rid
of off-type or other unwanted
“rogue” plants 1n the seed-
producing field. These must

be eliminated one by one in
the field while they are
easily visible. It is much
easler to get rid of them than
to try to eliminate their
offspring-seeds from a large
batch of tiny seeds in the
processing plant. It often
takes the sharp eye of an
experienced farmer to spot
the rogue plants and to care
for the well being of the seed-
producer plants, which is ons..,
reason that a high per-"
centage of the crops grown
for seed in this nation are
contracted out to farmers.

Another item of intense: .
interest in the world of seed
production is the percentage
of germination for each lot of
seed. The germination rate
is an indicator of the health
of the seed and the seed’s
ability to sprout into new
little plants. Just as checks
of the packaged seed for
weeds are made, the seeds of
each lot are tested for ger-
mination.

One of the methods used to
determine germination
percentages is much like the
oid first grade exercise of
laying seeds on a wet blotter
or paper towel to watch them
send out roots and their first
two leaves. Of course, seed
technologists use highly
sophisticated equipment and
procedures to do this.

All this effort is made to
tell the consumer that a
certain percentage of the
seeds will sprout if all other
conditions are favorable.
Farmers and most home
gardeners realize that
weather, soil condition, and
soil-borne diseases and pests
all conspire against the
planted seeds unless the
planter has neutralized some
of these growth inhibiters in
one way or another. Ger-
mination rates are the
planters’ chances of getting
a good stand of plants. The
planter tries to plant his
seeds at the right time and
provide the best seedbed
conditions he can.

Poor judgment in planting
or adverse weather could
mean a poor row in a garden.
To a farmer with one hun-

dred acres of corn or
#oybeans, a thin stand could
mean near-disaster because
his income depends on the
seed. Poor germination
could cost a crop, plus all the
time and effort (machinery,
fertilizer, taxes, chemicals,
etc.), plus the amount of
money he paid for the seed in
the first place.

To protect himself from
having this sort of thing
happen, the farmer should
plant only cleaned and tested
seeds. If any persons
suspects that the seed he
buys is faulty, he can seek
the help of the department of
agriculture in his state to
invoke the process of the
state’s seed law. The state
‘agency will report the case
to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) for
action under the Federal
Seed Act if the seed had been
shipped across state lines. If
it is a case involving an in-
terstate shipment, in-
spectors from his state,
USDA, and the originating
state would investigate the
apparent mislabeling of the
seed.

If, in fact, the seed was
incorrectly labeled,
proceedings would be taken
against the offending seed
company. If appropriate, the
sale of additional seed from
the same lot would be
stopped and the seed would
be seized and held off the
market. In some instances,
the ultimate outcome of such
a case could be a fine im-
posed on the offending
company through the courts.

In all cases of this sort,

whether a slip-up in quality
control or a flagrant
misrepresentation of the
truth, the seed company will
lose the confidence of its
customers. This is far more
important to the seed firm
than a small fine, or seed
half off the market, since the
firm relies on repeat sales
each planting season to stay
in business.

The seed-buying consumer
pays his money for a quality
product, and he expects it to
perform as promised. For
whatever reason, if the sseds
in the package do not live up
to the claims on the label, or
established standards, the
state and federal seed laws
are the consumer's way to
prevent a recurrence to
himself or to his neighbors.
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PER HEAD PER DAY WITH GRAIN AND
ROUGHAOS — OET BIGGER PROFITS

IMAIL COUPON
| THE TANVILAC
| COMPANY,INC
: 6th & Corning Aves., Box
9%,
! Highland Park Station.
Des Moines 13, Iowa

ditional Information
| about Special Tanv1lac.|
|Ihave...0..ll..l.Cattlel
{NAME.C.'..O....C.....'
lADDRES&ll.....‘..I.D
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BIRD-IN-HAND

No Other Protein Need When You Feed

i SPECIAL

| please Send Me Ad-) .

NOLT

LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR

TANVILAC

Feeders Say . . .
“The Most Economical
Feeding Plan of All”

No trouble with scours or
cattle going off feed.
You'll be more than
satisfied with our feeding
program for you'll get
healthy stock, quick gains
at low cost. Remember,
there’'s a FEED LOT
PROVEN TANVILAC

CULTURE PRODUCT
FOR EVERY FARM-
FEEDING PURPOSE.

TANVILAC)
CO INC. S

&7 anp CORNING Ave /:

Phone Lanc. 397-0751

Look neighbor . . .
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- Variable speed control of
Webs

- Rear gate opening

- Three beaters

MARTINDALE, PA. 17549

STAUFFER’S rompucuome

OPERATES OFF EITHER THE PULL TRACTOR OR
THE BLOWER TRACTOR HYDRAULIC SYSTEM

PROVEN PERFORMANCE IN FIELD TEST

For More than 5 years Outstanding Features Include

IT'S IDEAL FOR BULK FEEDING

STAUFFER GARAGE
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- Low Maintenance

- Even flow discharge

- Adjustable lower beater
for Ear Corn unloadin

PHONE 215-445-6465
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AGRI-EQUIP.

RD2 Farmersvilie Ephrata Pa
717-354-4271

M. E. SNAVELY

455 South Cedar Street Litiz Pa
717 626-8144

ERB & HENRY EQUIP., INC.

22-26 Henry Avenue New Berlinville, Pa,
215-367-2169

HENRY S. LAPP
RDI Cains Gap Penna 17527
717-442-8134

Exclusive Hot-Dip galvanizing
keeps Jamesway® barn equipment
on the job years longer.

Stop In Today for Free Catalog.

YOU CAN COUNT ON US
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CARL L. SHIRK

5 Colebrook Road Lebanun Pa
717-274-1436

DEPENDABLE MOTOR CO.

East Main Street Honey Brook Pa
215-273-3131

GRUMELLI FARM SERVICE

Robert Fulton Highway Quarryville Pa
717-786-7318

LANDIS BROTHERS
1305 Manheim Pike PO Box 484,
Lancaster Pa 717-393-3906
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