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I consider it a privilege to
have been appointed
Chairman of the House of
Representatives Agriculture
and Dairy Industries
Committee for the 1975-1976
session ot the Legislature.

It has already become
apparent that this Bicen-
tennial Legislature will be
one of the busiest sessions in
the history of our Com-
monwealth, and the large
volume of work and
deliberation involved in the
chairmanship will make it
necessary for me to curtail a

lot of the informal face-to-
face meetings in the field
with my friends in the in-
dustry. Hence, I hope to be
able to keep you informed of
Legislation that affects the
agriculture industry through
the use of this column, and I
would like to express my
gratitudeto the news media
at the outset for their
cooperation in helping to
disseminate information
which I feel is important to
you.

Last November, I had the
unforgettable experience

ORDER YOUR SPRING
FARM SEEDS NOW

Cert. Iroquois Alfalfa
Cert. Saranac AR Alfalfa
Cert. Cayuga Alfalfa
W-L305 Alfalfa
W-L3ll Alfalfa
Cert. Vernal'Affalfa
Cert. Buffalo Alfalfa
Thor Alfalfa
Cert. Pennscott Red Clover
Pa Grown Red Clover
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Cert. Garry Oats
Cert. Pennheld Oats
Cert. Clintland Oats
Cert. Clintford Oats
Erie Spring Barley
Cert. Orbit Oats
Cert. Russell Oats
Cert. Cutler 71 Soybeans
Cert. Williams Soybeans
Cert. Amsoy 71 Soybeans

GRASSES
Maine Grown Certified Seed Potatoes

DeKalb Corn Sudax
We Carry a Complete Line of Vegetable Seeds.
WriteFor our New 1975 Seed Catalog.

P. L. ROHRER & BRO., INC.
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Smoketown, 717-299-2571

attending the World Food
Conference in Rome, where
it was revealed that millions
of people are starving in all
corners of the globe despite
technological advances in
our Industry that have
greatly increased production
and marketing methods.

even deeper into his dwin-
dling profit picture.

As a farmer-legislator, I
am well aware of the impact
the agricultural industry has
on the state’s economy. The
industry still occupies well
over a third of Penn-
sylvania's total acreage, and
generates over a billion
dollars in volume each year.
A business of such
magnitude deserves con-
sideration, and in my post as
Chairman of the Agriculture
Committee, I intend to give it
my best efforts.

It is not that we lack the
capacity or the means to
satisfy the appetites of a
burgeoning world population
- it is a sad fact of life that
more and more fanners
have had to forsake their
chosen profession in favor of
full-time jobs in factories
and industry in order to
provide a livelihood for their
families.

At the present time, even
though the legislative
session is just a few weeks
old, there is a veritable
mountain of proposed farm
legislation on my desk. As
with all proposals of such
volume, some of it is good,
and some of it is in-
significant.

As a result, there are less
farms, less farmers, and as a
consequence, a lot less food
for the world market. For
instance, you might be
surprised to leam that in the
Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania alone, there are
30,000 fewer farms today
than there were just 15years
ago!

In the days ahead, the
Agriculture Committee will
sift through these proposals
and will draft legislation on
those items which we con-
sider vital to the farmer and
the Commonwealth.
Through this column, I in-
tend to keep you informed on
the progress of our proposed
legislation.

Imagine ...we have lost
over two and a half million
acres of precious farmland
in the state since 1960; much
of it, I am sure, to sprawling
suburban land developments
which have swallowed up
countless thousands of acres
to those “amber waves of
grain” we hear about in the
song. And many more
thousands of acres were lost
because of the inability of so
many industrious farmers to
make a decent profit from
the land.

These are trying times for
the farmer. He has seen his
costs of operation skyrocket
in the past two years, and
even now he faces the
prospect of another healthy
increase in the price of fuel,
which could impose another
worrisome burden and cut

Naturally, we on the
Agriculture Committee don’t
have all the answers to your
problems, but I can assure
you that we stand ready to
lend an attentive ear to all of
your suggestions, and if they
have merit, they will receive
the sincere recommendation
of the Committee.

Don’t hesitate to contact
my office in Harrisburg
whenever you have an idea
that might be beneficial to
both the agricultural in-
dustry and the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania.
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HAY WANTED
Kaolin Mushroom

Farms Inc.

CALL
1-215-268-2262

BYLERS
DIESEL and REFRIGERATION SHOP

DISTRIBUTOR

AMALIE
PENNSYLVANIA

MOTOR OIL
SALES and SERVICE

GIRTON BULK MILK COOLERS
Automatic Diesel Engine or Electric Operation
Equipment P.T.O or Diesel Drive Stand-by
Alternators.

In Stock 20 - 7-16" thick steel tanks
1690gals,

can be used for air pressure

WE INSTALL COMPLETE MILK COOLING
EQUIPMENT IN SUGAR VALLEY, BRUSH

VALLEY & FRANKLIN COUNTY

DANIEL H. BYLER
STAR ROUTE 655 BELLEVILLE, PA 17004


