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Lancaster Farming Special Report

\

Fmancmg Big Question on Lancaster Co. Fair

Officials of community
fau's iin Lancaster County
are.eyeing the proposed néw
County Fair now
rundet"discussiou with a
Sorait  and see” attitude,
king.: toward . Monday
j&ﬁﬁt’ g at the Farm
,and Home Center to give
thunmwerstothrenmajor

questions

1 HOWIHIIChISIt going to
costahbmld}

.2.Where is the money
&gomg to come from?

~.3. And s it going to
ot ;'eopmhze the local com-

%
i

Meanwhile, although most
regular exhibitors from the
county who were in-
terviewed this week by
Lancaster Farming said
they were ‘interested” in
the proposed county fair,
many also are apparently
concerned about whether the
grounds would be centrally
located, and whether ornot it
would mean elimination of
local fairs. -

LCounty agricultural agent
Max Smith sent letters to.
agricuitural leaders in the
codmty, including officers of
various farm and home

FF A Week Award

WFFA Week drew toa  Contest in Oklahoma.

on Thursday afternoon

%gat Penn-State. Many  of the
 FFA? ‘members- from \Lan->
- caster County and the A

areas brought

o hans’%’frim’fas and -medals.

Lancaster and- Lebanon

R areaﬁollows.

Individual and team
competition award placings

Mechar

John . Swartzentruber,
Gdld, 0. J. aobem, -Chester
County. Johh' will represent "

‘ﬁm.

associations and
representatives from all
existing Community Farm
Show groups, inviting them
to a public meeting Monday
at 8 p.m. at the Farm and
Home Center, Lancaster to
discuss the pro’s and con’s of
a county fair.

Smith said this week that
the county event is a
movement from some farm
show officials
agricultural leaders in the
county. He declined to say
what actual groups or in-
dividuals had started the ball
rolling for Monday's

Winners

FFA contest in Kansas.
William Abrams, Gold

,Govemor Mifflin, Berks

County -

- Louis Jbrdanr Gold Red

Lion, York Cbunty
Dean - Weiler,.

Cotiiffés -dominated the Pennsylvariiaatthe National Mention, Garden Spot,

* Land: Fitiging :Contest_with
%ncalter»mmnbers <cap-
-turing-Kix Gol® Medals, two
Silver, three Brone and-one

_ Honorable Mention..

. Lebanon. County stndex_m
~received me>Gold: Medal,

two Bronze. T
+ James Bucher, Charlas

FFA contest in Kansas.
-~ Michaél Randalf, Bronze,
0. J. Roberts, Chester-
‘Connty ‘Michael, will
r%ent Pennsylvama at
the astern States Ex-
position in Springfield,
Massachmatts.

- D . 3%

Coates and Steve Holt all 2 Alyce

from Lancastér County, will
refresent -Pennsylvania at
'theNatmnal Land Judgmg

Govemor Mifﬁm, ‘Berks
County. Alycemn represent
Pennsylvama at the Nahonal

Jack Kooker wants to help
Pennsylvania farmers,
especially- dairymen. He
wants to be Pennsylvania’s
next secretary
agriculture, the post now
held by " the controversial
James A. McHale. Kooker
says he’ll sell. his 300-acre
Berks County farm, if he has
to; todoégoodjobas
secretary of agriculture.

. 7 “I've already talked to’

Governar Shapp about
replacing McHale,” Kooker
told Lancaster Farming one
smorning last week-in the

. office of his farm home near

Blandon. ‘I don’t think
McHale is doing enough for

* Pennsylvania farmers. He's

.in Washington a lot, but he’s
not talking about our
problems. He’s more in-
terested , in knocking A Earl
Butz thaﬂ he is in solvin our
problems "

“What has McHale done
for the price of milk?

- o ey

~

of

Nothing. The Pennsylvania
Milk Marketing Board held
price hearings last
November and December,
and we still don’t know
whether or not they're going
to raise the price to farmers.
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_ Lancastér County.
Parliamentary Proeednre
‘ Team
- Northern chanon High
Schoo} - 1st Place - Glen
Ulrich; Dennis Wenger,
Shawn - Hernly, . Arthur
Sweinhart, Chester Michael,
Fred Bold, Cliff ‘Berger, and
Larry Gross The team will
receive monay for a trip.
2nd Place - Kennard-Dale

Iconhnued on Pm 7]
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‘ants McHale’s

If I vere secretary, I'd try to
do something about milk
prices and other farm in-
come. And I'd try to do
something about dairy
imports, too.”

Kooker said he currently
spends an hour or more
every day on the phone

trying todo somethmg about .

milk prices. He is chairman
of the Pennsylvania Milk
Marketing Advisory Council,
a post to which he was ap-
pointed by none other than
Jim McHale. The Milk
Advisory Council is, one of
about 20 similar commodity
councils appointed by the
secretary to advise him on
policy matters relating to
those commodities. Some
other councils, for example,
deal with roadside farm
markets, apples,
mushrooms and so forth.
It’s said that politics
makes strange bedfellows, a
fruissn nowhere more apt

and "~
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meeting.
Will Speak

Lee Henney, a
representative from the
Pennsylvania State Fair
Funds Service, will be
speaking at the meeting,
Smith said, as well as Wayne
Kelly from the Penn State
Extension Service at Penn
State, who will explain ad-
vantages and disadvantages
of some of the farm shows.

Reportedly, a number of
ag teachers in the county,
are strongly in favor of a
county fair.

Henry Givler, area
coordinator for FFA in
Southeastern Pennsylvania,
said this week that FFA
teachers have discussed the
fair and “a lot of them”
would like to see ity par-
ticularly those from areas
that_have_ no fairs.

Auygus!

of the” Lancaster County
Vocatmnal Agricultural

. ;ﬂ"reachers, told Lapeas ter
Honorabfe Farming Friday mmw*w :

thaf his, group, had voted
earlier to support a’ county
fair with the idea that it
would be,an agricultural
event and not a mldyvay-twe
affair. Birchler 3aid " this
support was based om jthe
idea that-a county fair wonld
not necessarily mean that
community fairs would go
out of existence, that they
believed both types could be
run in the county.

than in the council which
Kooker heads. Once a
month, a diverse group
representing every shade of
dairy opinion gather in
Harrisburg to ponder the
milk market and to make
recommendations fo Jim
McHale and the Penn-
sylvania Milk Marketing
Beard. Independent
producers, juggers,
cooperative members, and
farm organizations all are
represented on the board.
The organizations include
the Pennsylvania arms of
NFQ, NFU, Farm Bureau
and the Grange.

Kooker was one of the
prime backers last year of a
move to get an advertising
checkoff program started up
among independent Penn-
sylvania dairymen. Farmers
defeated the referendum,
but* Kooker’s efforts had
made him well-known in

jContinued on Page 37|
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ust Birchler, president
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Financing

Stanley Musselman, vice
president and agricultural
loan officer of the National
Central Bank, Lancaster,
and a former president of the
Solanco Fair Board, told
Lancaster Farming that
financing will be the first
problem the county will have
to face for a county fair,
since adequate land for
fairgrounds and parking
would have to be acquired.

The county will have to
decide whether & county fair
would serve_ & useful
agricultural purpose without
becoming just another
carnival, and at the same
time do a better job than the

R

local fairs that now exist, he
said.

The local fairs are doing a
‘“pretty good job,” and most
are growing, Musselman
said, adding that the Penn-
sylvania Farm Show takes
care of most of what a county
fair would take care of.

He also said the county will
face a big problem in getting
people to assume respon-
sibility on an undertaking of
this type, especially if they
are also involved with local
fairs in their own com-
munities,

While he did not voice a
stand either for or against
the county fair, he indicated

{Continued on Pa(e 8

S for or agamst a Lan-

nggggt a chance to voice

your -opinian after Monday “Right's meeting at 8:00
p.m. at the Farm'and Home Center The meeting could
be hvely and mterestmg., with farm. and community
leaders expressing varying: views on the subiject.
The Newest “Exotic"” Cattle Breed

First came the Charolais to™ threaten the en-
trenched status of. the Hereford and Angus in
America, and now we're hearing from the promoters

[Contmued on Page 12

“l want Jim McHale's job,” says Berks County
dairyman Jack Kooker. Kooker has already told
Governor Shapp he wants to be Pennsylvania
Secretary of Agriculture, and he's busily spreading
the word of his intentions.
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