Farmland Assessment Meeting Held

Nearly 50 Lebanon County
farmers attended a meeting
on farmland assessment
May 9 in the Municipal
Building, Lebanon. A panel
composed of State

“Representative Kent
Shelhamer (Columbia
County); Freeman Rice,
Chief Assessor for Lebanon
County; and Clair Ger-
berich, R.D.1.

Mr. Shelhamer, Minority
Chairman of the House
Agriculture Committee,
explained the provisions of
HB 1065 recently passed by
the House of Represen-
tatives and now awaiting
passage by the Senate. He
clarified some provisions
contained in the bill, which is
designed to implement the so
called “Clean And Green”
amendment to the Con-
stitution which was ap-
proved last year by voter
referenduni.

Shelhamer said, ‘‘The
ecology people are very
upset, because they view the
legislation as a land use bill,

a way that they can keep
things from changing - ever.
I oppose that concept - the
bill as passed by the House
simply provides the
mechanism by which far-
miand can be assessed at its
value for agricultural use.
The basic intent is to en-
courage farmers to retain
their land in farming. He
may later sell the land for
other use, but the buyer must
pay the tax that would be
owing under that use for a
period up to ten years. The
bill has the support of the
PFA and the Association of
Soil Conservation Districts.”

County Assessor Freeman
Rice, commenting on the
provision contained in the
legisiation which authorizes
the various county boards of
commissioners to set the
standards in each county
said, ‘‘The Legislature
should set guidelines on
which County Com-
missioners could base
procedures for establishing
assessments for farmland.”

,‘t«'y 9

heifers .

’ Twa:To Grow
Heifers Fast!

‘Wa\/ne Calf Krunch builds smooth, growthy
. fast! Young calves love its sweet,

gramy texture and molasses-covered vitamin
pellets, laced wuth milk products. It's so
“tempting they €t earlier, grow faster, mature
and freshen sooner, adding months to their
praductive lives. When heifers freshen at two
years or earlier, you know it works. In tests

between Wayne Calf Krunch and a typical -

herd milking ration for starting heifer calves,
the Wayne-fed calves gained 75% more
weighton 9% /sss starterfeed ! Tty it, and see.

Feed far the difference innovations make.

Feed Wayne.
WAYNE

CALF KRUNCH 2 QS WAYNE

2 l AIDS
\ * e
From Allied Mils The Innovators — Arts

USE WAYNE ANIMAL--

HEALTH AIDS TO KEEP
YOUR LIVESTOCK AND

POULTRY HEALTHY

CHARLES E. SAUDER
% SONS
RD1 EastEarl

HERSHEY BROS.
Renholds

STEVENS FEED MILL
INC.
- Stevens, Pa

HAROLD H. GOOD
.~ TerreHill

POWL'S FEED SERVICE
R D 2 Peach Bottom

GRUBB SUPPLY CO.
Ehizabethtown

BRANDT'S MILL -
SADDLERY SHOP
830 Maple St
Lebanon Pa 17042

31;.

VAN-MAR
FEEDS INC.
Leesport, Pa.

MOUNTVILLE
FEED SERVICE
R D 2, Columbia

DUTCHMAN FEED
MILLS, INC.
RD 1, Stevens

H. M. STAUFFER
-~ &SONS, INC.
Witmer X
PARADISE SUPPLY
Paradise

ROHRER'S MILL
R D1 Ronks

JE'MAR FARM
SUPPLY INC
Lawn — Ph 964-3444

WHITE OAK MILL
. RD 4 Manheim

. products,

He said that in Lebanon
County urban properties are
now assessed at an average
of 30 to 33 percent of market
value while farms are
assessed at about 16 percent.
“Farm tax relief should be in
the form of a deferment
much like the present tax
assistance for the elderly.
When it is sold the capital
gain will pay the tax.”

Mr. Rice pointed out that
the farmer’s financial
dilemma today is more a
matter of economics in the
market place than one of
taxation on real estate. “I
view our economic position
today as simply moving our
costs and living standard
over one decimal point.
Everything a farmer buys is
up ten times above the levels
of 20 years ago, but what he
sells is only up about three or
four times. Economically,
the farmer is years behind
other industry while
technically, he is years
ahead.” He emphasized that
if farmer received what
they should for their
real estate
assessment and taxation
would be a minor problem.
Asit is, farmers are taxed on
land - an asset which is
necessary for producing food
and fiber. In other
businesses land is only a
place to park a building.

Clair Gergerich, ex-
pressing what he termed his
personal views of the pen-
ding legislation, stated that
he would hestitate to enter
into an agreement to comply
with ten year rollback
provision which could
require payment of taxes at
a higher rate if land was sold
for higher development
purposes. He said that he
feels that the restrictive
provisions of HB 1065 would
discourage farmers from
taking advantage of the
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Nomes Committee

A special subcommittee
has been added by the
Manufactirers Association-
Chamber of Commerce, joint
sponsors of the October 8 - 12
Industrial Products Show
will plan and develop ad-
vertising, promotion and
publicity for the exposition.

Members of the special
subcommittee are: David E.

- Wagenseller, Jr., president

of Foltz-Wessinger, Inc.;
Robert A. Ibold, vice
president, Godfrey and
Ibold, Inc.; John F. Harnish,
Jr., partner, Harnish,
Maclay and Shoemaker Art
Associates; and Jean F.
Molloy, owner, Advertising

Tﬂe committee’s time and
ideas are being donated as a
community service to aid in

-creating the largest in-

dustrial exposition in Lan-
caster County history.

WEX

Multi-Purpose Wetting Agent
use with

- Herhicides |Aatrex, Lasso,
Paraquat)

Because of ifs penetrating
qualities and fine spray, WEX
increases, the efficiency of
many agricultural chemicals

CONKLIN
PRODUCTS

Distributed by
Herbert L. Hess
665-4351

-

lower assessments for fear
of depreciating the future
value of their land. “What's
worng with making a profit
when you sell your farm?
Very often that’s the only
time a farmer has a chance
to actually get back some
interest on his sweat and
labor.”” Mr. Gerberich said
that he favored the complete
abolishment of real estate
taxes and advocated some
form of income tax in its
place.

Numerous questions and
comments from the audience
were ably fielded by the
speakers. Isaac Fox,
speaking in defense of the
position of the Pa. State
Grange regarding HB 1065,
said that the action of the
federal government in ex-
porting farm products had
the effect of boosting farm
prices and saved the country
from a disastrous crash in
farmland values.

Other viewpoints and
comments were expressed
from the floor by Mr. Daniel
Light, William Myers, Ed
Arnold and John Gerdes.

Mr. Myers expressed some
concern about the federal
government policy of
allowing the import of dairy
products. He said that he
feels that these imports are
depressing prices which the
famer receives for dairy
products.

Another viewpoint ex-
pressed was a comment by
John Gerdes, 3074 West Oak
Street, Lebanon.who feels
that real estate taxes in
general are very
discriminating against the
farmer. ““The people who are
burdened most by real estate
taxes are those who, in the
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course of operating their
business, happen to need
land - lots of land and these
are the farmers. Many of the
highest income people in the
United States do not own real
estate and, therefore, pay no
real emte taxes.”

BROADCAST

FOR 74
NITROGEN

o ANHYDROUS AMMONIA
e LIQUID NITROGEN

COMPLETE
FERTILIZERS

A Complete Line of Analysis

PROFESSIONAL CUSTOM
APPLICATION OFFERED ON
ALL MATERIALS.

Call Us Now to Insure Your Supply|

The meeting was arranged
by the Lebanon County
Agricultural Extension
Service as an informational
forum. The discussion was
moderated by Newton Bair,
Assistant County

Agricultural Agent.

Or STARTERS

:‘ BULK BLENDS
ALY MASTER TARMER -

ANHYDROUS AMMONIA

ORGANIC
PLANT

2313 Norman Rd., Lancaster, Pa.

FOOD CO0.

Ph.397-5152

HOLLAND

J— HAYBINE----.. “EQUIPMENT

-Mower- Condltloners

New Holland
Modef 276 Baler

2750 N. Market

Intermeshing, high-speed rolls and the fact
that both rolls are rubber,
faster-drying windrows. 7- and 9-ft. models.

= x,s o HAYBINE
‘*&x % o CRUSHERS

help make

" FARM EQUIPMENT INC.

Ph.367-1319

John Kreider Home 367-6039 -

£ o SPREADERS
2y o TRACTORS

>
g
= @

USED

e BALERS
o RAKES

o ELEVATORS

o BALF
WAGONS

LAWN and

Elizabethtown, Pa.




