MANAGEMENT CAN PREVENT DISEASE

By Dr. Bill Daniel
Consuitant to Ryan

If your turf has a dead-look
the first thing to do is nothing
until you’ve gotten to the root
of the problem.

You can waste valuable time
and money by spraying your
lawn with a fungicide just be-
cause you incorrectly assume
color discoloration has been
caused by disease. So, before
blaming discoloration on di-
sease, make certain vour turf
isn’t suffering from chemical
dehydration, insect damage or
from a water shortage.

For example, if your grassis
turning yellow but clover is
normal green, that's a clue
your lawn isn’t diseased but
needs.mtrogen. Light and dark
streaks of color in your lawn
indicate it needs fertilizer.

imilarly, wrregular brown
areas can signal infestation by
sod webworms that feed on

grass leaves and can severely

ge your lawn. You can
prevent sod webworms by
treating your lawn in late
spring with a granular or spray
insecticide. A less desirable
program, because it is cura-
tive rather than preventive,
is two sprays two weeks apart
to intercept the next cycle of
sod webworms.

Disease does leave its call-
ing card on grass blades. Turf
usually 1s diseased if 1t has
purplish-red, brown or black
sﬁots -or lesions along the
sheath and blades. But don’t
spray until you get a diagnosis
and recommendations from
someone qualified, such as
your county extension agent
or an experienced nursery
man.

Grass 1s disease-prone in the
summer when high tempera-
ture and humidity influence

rapid fungusaction. Turf often
is weakened whenever a com-
bination of temperature and
humidity exceed 150, thus
enabling spores of inherent di-
sease to thrive. Fortunately,
grass normally recovers by it-
self when the weather cools
and drys.

Obviously, diseases are de-
pendent upon specific condi-
tions and unless those condi-
tions occur there is little
danger of infection. The best
defense against lawn disease
is to follow a good mainte-
nance program, That means
selecting- grasses adapted to
the soil, climate and light con-
ditions under which they will
grow, plus fertilizing, water-
ing and spraying your lawn
properly.

e following common lawn
diseases and their causes can
help you plan a good mainte-
nance program:

® Powdery mildew strikes
hardest in shady areas and its
calling card is thin s with
a white coating on the leaves.
Primary targets are Kentucky
bluegrasses and especially
Merion. Prevent this disease
by growing shade-tolerant
grasses or pruning dense trees
to improve air circulation and
reduce shade.

[ ] Leafs(rot flourishes during
extended periods of humid,
wet cold weather. It leaves
grass thin, reddish and with
individual leaves contaning
brown lesions. Fungicides pro-
vide leafspot protection and
fertilization also helps the
grass recover by itself. Avoid
keeping your lawn continually
wet by over watering itand cut
grass two inches or higher.
¢ Fusarium roseum hits
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Now you can beat the bales! With an automated Harvestore
feed processing system you can harvest alfalfa in the bud stage,
when its nutrient cantent 1s highest You can chop and windrow
1t one day and blow 1t into your Harvestore system the next

And you save mare leaves, which contamn some 90% of the
protein So, you may reduce or liminate supplement costs.

Add 1t up! No more hay bales. Less labar, less handling, less
field loss, less weather risks and more feed value. It's all
yours with Harvestore haylage Why bale hay? Ask your dealer

for details
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Penn Jersey Harvestore
Systems, Inc.

Box 91
New Holland, Pa 17557
Ph 717-354-5171
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into action against crabgrass,
Combating crabgrass used
vou ferred by doirymen around the world'
Best ' I Bulk Milk Coolers [l
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to be a time-consuming and
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hopeless task, but you can eas-
ily prevent it from dominating
your lawn by applying one ap-
lication of a pre-emergent
erbicide before the seedlings
develop.

The key is to do so be-
fore three consecutive warm
mights (with temperatures
above 50 degrees) combine
with moist earth to break dor-
mancy in crabgrass seed. The
Iittle seedlings emerge as hight
yellow-green leaves, rather
wide, and up to one-half inch
long.

You can stop crabgrass be-
fore tlll)e lilalcs bloom thl.}
spring by applying any one o
five major chemicals (Balan,
Dacthal, Betasan, Bandane
and Siduron) to your lawn after
mowing it twice. Apply chem-
cals uniformly by spreading

Solidly crafted of 100% stainiess steel, Mueller
Bulk Milk Coolers are available in several models,
in © size range of 70 through 5,000 gations Pick o

gg:;}ttialfufg the suggested | 425 gal. Esco Used 12 Can Cooler
the other half by mo’\:gng Used Sputnik Milk 500 gal. Mojonnier
at right angles or crosswise. Transporter 400 gal. Girton
g?émgé?s your lawn double 2-12 can  front 500 gal. Mueller
Crabgrass control is easy to gg:lg;gg Star 500 gal. Esco

Jverlook in spring because the
weed is an annual and its ini-
tial growth is slow. But by
early July, when hot weather
sets 1n and favors rapid
growth, crabgrass can dom-
inate your lawn until the first
frost.

Unless you stop crabgrass
before it starts, it could be dif-
ficult to control because 1t pro-
duces thousands of seeds and
must be sprayed frequently for
full control. Since crabgrass
flourishes in sunhght, one de-

GOOD USED DIESELS

1 - SR. 1 Lister Diesel Engine
1-P.H. 2 Petter Diesel Engine 12 H.P.

Box 67, Intercourse, Pa 17534
24 Hour Service, Phone 717-768-7111 or Dial O-Ask for Mobile Unit
Titus Burkholder - Unit # J.P. 5-9742
After SP.M.
John D. Weaver 656-9982 — Kenneth M. Groff 354-0473
Titus Burkholder 717-859-1620
OR Answering Service 354-5181

We Stock Hess’ Farm Supplies
Check Our Prices on Animal Medications

higher and denser than the
weed.

If a crabgrass problem per-
sists annually in your lawn,
perhaps your management
techniques need improving.
When adequate lime and fer-
tilizer are used, with hgh
mowing (ranging from 1% to
2V, 1nches), crabgrass seldom
threatens a lawn [J

Handles all sizes and types of twines
without knotter adjustment

400 ALL-TININE' BALERS

Forget about costly down time and missed bales with the International®

All-Twine Balers . . . with the knotter that ties a unique bow-type, double

diameter knot that test up to 17 percent stronger than ordinary single di-

ameter knots ..anddoesitwith all types and diameters of baler twine, with-

out adjustment.

® Heavy-duty power train with extra large main drive clutch and
precision spiral bevel and pinion gears.

* Optional deluxe pickup with up to 126 rubber mounted teeth picks
up short hay and hard to feed crops

¢ Economy-priced 420 bales up to 15 tons an hour, 430 —up to 17
tons, 440 — up to 19 tons

Come in today and compare features. The 400 is the
e best baler buy around.

INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER

1054 So. State St Sales and Service
Ephrata, Pa. Phone 717-733-2283

w




