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farms may become a more
dominant factor in good
production, justas they have
come to dominate good
processing and marketing.
And in any case, farms will
continue to get bigger.

“Continuation of the trend
toward larger and fewer
farms can be expected as
successful fanners expand
their onerations. Increased
control of agriculture by the
food marketing and farm-
supply industries and,
perhaps to a lesserextent, by
other nonfarm inverters can
also be expected,” Guither
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The New Muncy Chief Film - “The Proof Is In the
Harvest” in color and sound is now available to
schools, Young Farmer Associations. State or Local,
and other groups for viewing Film length is about 15
or 20 minutes. No charge.

Just ask for it and give date
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Leonard Kyle, a Michigan
State University economist,
agreed with Guither that
farm operations will be
bigger. Kyle, in fact,' ap-
peared to be an outspoken
supporter of a corporate
farming system for the U.S.
“Many farmers still don’t
take the possibility of a
corporate agriculture
seriouslybecause they don’t
believe it can happen,”Kyle
said. “Twenty years ago,
almost no one believed it
could happen. But today, the
corporations themselves,
and growing numbers of
integrated or displaced
farmers know that cor-
porations can succeed in
various parts of both field
crop and livestock
production.”

Some corporations now
farm huge acreages of
specialty crops, manage
great ranch spreads, and
feed hundreds of thousands
of cattle, Kyle said. Almost
all broilers and many
turkeys and eggs are
produced by farmer-growers
who are under contract to
vertically integrated firms.

Efficient use of capital,
technical information and
management by cor-
porations all tend to favor a
system where farming could
eventually be controlled by

fewer than 500 corporations
in the U.S. “Those farmers
miss the point who laugh at
certain operating errors
made by corporate far-
mers,” Kyle said. “For
example, while the errors
made by Penn Central ap-
pear to have been tremen-
dous, that huge' railroad
system still exists. As
another example, IT&T grew
so fast and so large, not
because of any exceptional
operating" efficiency, but
rather, because it had a
delibrate and successful
strategy of growth via
acquisition and merger.”

The capacity of the giant
corporation to grow and
grow, despite the lack of any
real competitive edge over
individual farmers in a
traditionalaccounting sense,
is the crucial difference
between the corporate and
the individual competitor,
Kyle told the group.

Wallace Barr, of Ohio
State University, discussed
two different types of
agricultural system
dispersed open market and
the government controlled.
The basic features of a
dispersed system, Barr said,
would be modest size,
freedom of the operator to
make decisions and the
existence of an open market.
“Central to the system is the
freedom of the operating
farmer to make
management decisions,”
Barr said.

or contractually Integrated
operation that has farming
as one of its activities.

This system would con-
form to what people
traditionally think of when
they think about farming,
and it is a system which
would serve a nation of
farmer-citizens very well.
However, in our society,
where the number of far-
mers keeps dwindling
steadily, some steps would
have to be taken to assure
the success of a dispersed
system. Two of the strongest
steps proposed by Barr
would be to prohibit
agribusiness corporations
from engaging in
agricultural production, and
putting strict limits on
amount and terms of land
ownership by nonfanners.

Barr would not exclude
incorporated family farms
from the system, but would
eliminate the conglomerate

A MILKMOVER
SYSTEM Ills you out of
tht bun sooner-with more money
irt your pocket! It saves your lugimt
heavy pails of milk from barn to cooler

• HAS MORE MILK CAPACITY
• PERMITS FASTER MILKING
• ELIMINATES EXTRA HELP'
• PROTECTS MILK QUALITY
• IS 100'/. SELF CLEANING
• HAS ELECTRIC CONTROLS
• FITS INTO ALL RARNS
• EASILY INSTALLED

Available thru your
local dairy equipment
dealer or call the fac-
tory collect to arrange
for a free demonstration
on your farm.
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Under the system,

marketing decisions by the
cooperative would place
direct restrictions on
producers' production and
marketing decisions. But
farmers would control the
cooperatives and they would
approve restrictive decisions
on themselves. The farmer
would be preserved as a
capitalist, but he would have
to see that the cooperative
operated in his best interest.

Knutson said individual
farmers andranchers in this
system would face more
restrictions than in the open
market, but less restrictions
than in the corporate
system.

Harold Guither then ad-
dressed the group on the
subject of a combination
system. Here, Guither said,
independent farm producers
would have freedom to make
management decisions, but
cooperatives and cor-
porations would be assured
of continuied operation
Government would support
an active role for each.

“In a dispersed system,
larger numbers of individual
fanners must be able to
make management
decisions and not have them
taken over by land owners,
creditors, input suppliers, or
purchasers of raw com-
modities,” Barr said.

While a government
controlled agriculture would
seem distasteful to most
farmers, Barr commented,
there is already a degree of
government control. The
recent experiment with price

-controls on beef was one
example he noted.

Donald D. Knutson, head
of the USDA’s Farmer’s
Cooperative Service,
discussed the possibility of
developing a cooperative
system of agriculture in the
country. He said it would
involve fewer and larger
units than in the present
system of voluntary fanner
cooperatives. To maintain
control, all farmers would
belong to tightly organized
cooperatives that would
handle most procurement of
suppliesand allmarketing of
agricultural products. Land
ownership would generally
remain with the individual
cooperative members.

A special government
body would monitor the
changing structure and
recommend actions to
maintain the combination
system of agriculture, so nc
single system would be
allowed to dominate.

Happy Retirement!
But don't depend upon social security
payments for that. To do a few of the
things that may be dear to your heart like
travel or helping your children takes
more than a monthly check from Uncle
Sam.

That's why it's so important to save
something while the going is good.
Today, there is no better place to save for
the future than our Association. Why
postpone security?

Now Poyiig up to 714% Interest on
SAVING CERTIFICATES
6% $l,OOO min. for 1 year
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interest penaltyis required for earlywithdrawal

Interest is paidfrom day ofdeposittoday of
withdrawal... payable quarterly.
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PH.299-3745

*s|l|l Lititz Branch
69E. Mam St
Ph: 626-0251

New Holland Branch
100 E Mam St
Ph 354-4427


