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Runoff Control
(Continued from Paje 42) dustnes, here’s what

economists see in store:Consumer prices for these
items could shoot upas much
as 10-15 percent. But for fed
beef, the short-term effects
on pncesand supplies of beef
would probably be nominal.

DAIRY
Of the 305,000 dairies

expected to be operating in
1976, an estimated 40 percent
would have surface water
runoff problems.

Experts figure the dairy
industry would have to in-
vest some $3OO million to
comply with pollution
control guidelines proposed
by the EPA. Partly because
of uncertainty about how to
comply and whether any
action taken now will meet
future regulations, relatively
few dairy farms have in-
stalled runoff control
facilities.

Side effects. Consumers
wouldn't be the only ones to
feel the pinch. If large
numbers of producers
dropped out of business,
reduced business for feed,
equipment, veterinarians,
and other agricultural
service firms could seriously
affect the economies of some
rural communities in
livestock producing areas.

Over the longer run,
however, the effect of runoff
control guidelines on sup-
plies are expected to be less
dramatic. Those operators
who remain in business will
enlarge their operations and
adopt cost-saving
technologies. Production of
livestock products will
continueto shift increasingly
to areas where production
costs are lowest. Fed cattle
operations, for example,
could become more con-
centrated in the Plains
States.

Big three. To determine
the unpact of the guidelines
on dairymen, milk supplies,
and prices, the USDA’s
Economic Research Service
(ERS) looked at three major
producing regions—the
North, Southeast, and South-
west. These regions produce
around 80 percent of the
Nation’s milk and account
for about 75 percent of the
national dairy herd.

In the northern region,
herds tend to be small, and
cows are typically housed in
stanchion bams with outside
lots. Very few northern

As for the consequences of
runoff control guidelines on
the separate livestock in-
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A John Deere
Rotary Tiller
makes gardening easy
Attach a Rotary Tiller toyour John Deere
Lawn and Garden Tractor and you’ll find you
can greatly expand the size ofyou l' garden
and keep it weed free in less time than you can
keep a small one weeded by hand John
Deere Rotary Tillers prepare deep hnely-tilled
seedbeds, and save hours or hoe-work as
your garden grows Put one to work and watch
your garden grow and grow—but notthe
work See us soon

A. B. C. GROFF, INC.
New Holland 354-4191

LANDIS BROS. INC.
Lancaster 393-3906

SHOTZBERGER'S
665-2141

ADAMSTOWN EQUIPMENT
Mohnton, RD2, Pa. 19540, (near Adamstown)

Phone (215) 484-4391

M. S. YEARSLEY & SONS
Westchester 696-2990

Elm

dairies have special runoff
collection facilities.

Dairy farms in the
Southeast tend to be larger,
and most feature open
housing with exposed lots.
Rainfall is heavy—so to 65
inches per year—and
dairymen use anywhere
from 50to 150 gallons of wash
water per cow per day.

Large dairy farms also
predominate in the South-
west. Most herds in this area
are kept in open loose
housing facilities with ex-
posed lots. Large volumes of
wash water are used, and in
the area’s northern reaches,
farms’are often located near
streams and creekbeds—-
sites often chosen years
earlier to facilitate drainage.
Most existing runoff control
facilities will not contain
runoff from a major storm.

Many of these are small, less
efficient operations that
might easily buckle under
with the added financial
burden.

Of the farms expected to
have to install runoff control
facilities, an estimated 90
percent could comply with
EPA guidelines by con-
structing diversion ditches,
settling basins, and holding
ponds. However, up to 10
percent of the farms with
problems might have to
make major adjustments or
relocate buildings—steps
that could cost so much that
these producers might
decide to stop dairying.

Therefore, experts con-
cluded that establishment of
pollution control guidelines
would hasten the trend to
fewer and larger farms.

Cow count. Also of much
concern is what will happen
to milk cow numbers if a
significant number of far-
mers drop out of dairying.
The industry is already
operating at full capacity
and if cows are slaughtered,
herd-building will take a
number of years.

Thus, for the short term,
establishment of pollution
control guidelines could
affect overall production.
Supplies of dairy products
would be considerably
smaller than if no runoff
control guidelines were
imposed. As a result, prices
of milk, butter, and cheese
would rise sharply.
. But over the longer run,
the overall impact of runoff
control measures on supply
is expected to be slight as
dairy production shifts
increasingly to least-cost
producing regions and those
dairymen who make the
added investments and
remain in business begin
adopting lower-cost
technologies.

Up north. In the northern
region, average investment
in runoff control systems
that meet EPA guidelines
would cost $2,799for a 15-cow
herd, or$lB7 per cow. Larger
dairy operations in this
region face substantially
lower per-cow investments.
Investments per head to
control runoff from 30-, 80-,
and 159-cow dairies would
average $69, $34, and $25
respectively.

In the southeasternregion,
where producers typically
use large volumes of wash
water and rainfall is heavy,
higher investments per cow
are expected. Per cow in-
vestments would vary from
$44 on the 80-cow dairy to
only $27 on the 500-cow
operation. Dairymen with 15
cows would face a steep $193
per cow.

In the southwest region,
per cow investments would
range from $237 on the 15-
cow operation to only $2O for
500-cow dairies.

The total investment
required of the entire dairy
industry would be borne by
40 percent of all dairy farms.

FED BEEF
Roughly 95 percent of our

fed beef comes from feeding
operations in 18 major
producing States, and more
than a fourth of thoseSILO CO., INC.

2008 HORSESHOE RD.
AND

2436 CREEK HILLRD.
LANCASTER, PA 17601

RD. 1, Box 82 Kinzer, Pa. 17535

feedlots have runoff control
problems.

Confirming to EPA
guidelines would require
these fed beef producers to
Invest about $133 million.

To assess the impact of
runoff control, economists (Continued on Pact 4S|
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FARM PAINTING
We Spray it on and Brush if In!

FOR FREE ESTIMATES
CALL COLLECT 717-393-6530

OR WRITE
HENRY K. FISHER

2322Old Phila. Pike
Lancaster, Pa. 17602

The Proven
Performers!

DIPLOMAT -

Proven on thousands of dairy farms
the world over.
200 to 1500gallon sizes

LY-FLOODED GIRTON COLD PLATE

ELCONSTRUCTION

IRE FREON 12, THE SAFE REFRIGERANT

[FOAMED IN PLACE) INSULATION

. -Xj AMBASSADOR -

I The ultimate tank for the
large, quality conscious
dairy farmer 500 to 300C
gallon sizes

tfgfc. CLARK ELECTRIC,
W INC.

PH: 768-8228

grouped the 18 States into
two producing reglons—east
and west.

The eastern beef feeding
States encompass the CornBelt, Northern Plains, Lake
States, and Northeast. The
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OUR SILO’S

HAVE “VIBRATED"
CONCRETE STAVES

FOR QUALITY.
YOUR BEST BUY - A CON-
CRETE STAVE SILO
For A Complete Feed
Lot System, We
Feature

STARLINE LABOR
SAVERS

SILO UNLOAOERS-
Model #7O & #lOl

CONVEYORS.
6’ 8' or 11’ Width

BUNK FEEDERS:
#B5 - Shuttle Feeder
#217 Auger Feeder
Also Custom Built Units

ALSO
“AUTOMATIC” ROLLER MILLS
For High-Moisture Gram

RITCHIE and FAIRFIELD
LIVESTOCK WATERERS

(Gas or Electric)

WATER BOWLS-STALLS-BARN
EQUIPMENT - FANS

' ROUND HAY RACKS
“WESTERN" GATES

(6 ft x 14 ft)

Sales - Service
Installation

FOR COMPLETE PLANS
OR QUOTATION -

CALL:

LARRY HIESTAND
717-392-9062


