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This page is devoted to
reprint of articles from How
Farmers Make F oo
America's Best Buy. The
booklet can be obtained free
by writing Penn-Jersey

Harvestore Systems, Iru:.,

P.O. Box 91, New Holland, Pa.
17557, or Phone (717) 354-
5171.
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Farms and
the food industry
provide I out of 5 Jobs
Food is the nation’s largest business. Add up
all of the workers on the farm, in processing,
transportation, retailing and restaurant food
service and you’ll find one out of every five
workers in the U.S. Farming itself employs
4,3 million workers. That’s as many as the
combined employment in transportation,
steel and automobiles.

Two million' people have jobs in providing
supplies farmers use in production. For ex-
ample, it takes 120,000 workers to produce
farm equipment. The steel used in cars,
trucks, tractors and other equipmentrequires
40,000 workers. Five percent of the produc-
tion by the nation’s rubber workers goes to
farm markets.

There are another 8 to 10 million people
employed in all of the links in the food
marketing chain.

This includes those in the canneries, meat
packing plants and those who make the
packages for convenience foods. There are
truckers and railroad workers all the way
from farm to market. Count the number of
people working your local supermarket next
time you shop you’ll find an example of
another large group of job holders. The total
payroll in marketing runs $3B billion per
year. An agricultural industry that receives
fair prices is a big buyer of all kinds of
products. And that means more and better
paying jobsfor workers in urban factories and
service industries.
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