Census Shows Farm Workers Up

For the second year in a row,
the number of paid farm workers
has gone up—reachmg 2.8 million
in 1972,

The reason? Overall high
production last year, plus
stepped-up farm exports and
higher farm prices. This, reports
the USDA’s Economic Research
Service (ERS), created the need
for more labor in 72 and en-
couraged farmers to stabilize
their work force for '73.

From the annual Census

survey of the hired farm working
force - those 14 years of age or
older who did some farm work for
wages during the year - ERS
found:

Most workers were young, with
a median age of 23. . .most were
white - 85 percent. . 3 out of 4
were male. . .and nearly 3 out of 4
were nonfarm residents.

They averaged 88 days of farm
wagework a year at $13.20 a day,
totaling $1,160 for the year.
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Fewer than a fourth of the
hired farm working force was
engaged chiefly in farm work for
a living. Of those who were,
367,000, were year-round workers
and were the most fully employed
and the highest paid, averaging
306 days of farm wagework for
which they earned $4,358.

More than half were not in the
labor force most of the year.
These were primarily
housewives and students.

Some 184,000 persons - about 7
percent of the total hired farm
working force - were domestic
migratory workers. The increase
over 1971’s 172,000 persons
marked the first rise in nearly 10
years.

Regionally, 41 percent of the
hired farm working force hved in
the South, 8 percent in the Nor-
theast, 26 percent in the North
Central States, and 25 percent in
the West.

Of the 2.8 million paid farm
workers, nearly 1.6 million did
farm wagework only, about
32,000 more than in 1971.

ERS compared averages for
1967-69 and 1970-72 and found:

The total number of persons
doing farm work for wages had
gone down more than 8 percent.

There were nearly 7 percent
fewer workers putting in 250 or

LET THE SUNSHINE IN WITH...

SOLAIR SYSTEM

SOLAIR COW BAY WITH THE
““SUN SENSOR"’

FEATURES THE FOLLOWING:

WE'RE INTERESTED IN ECOLOGY!

With our completely covered lots and a sun roof
with an open peak, rain water does not enter the bay
area and maximum evaporation of animal hquids is
obtained An “all-drained’” floor system is installed
and a curbed fence line keeps manure In place to be
scraped into a liqguid pit or a push-off loading system
By preventing manure run-off the surrounding area 1s

not poliuted.

Yes, since your urban neighbors and government
fathers are interested 1n ecology, we are ready to help
you build a system that will put you ahead on the

pollution problem

And, low moisture levels in Solair Systems resuits in
less bacteria action and fewer odors
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Comfort Big Selling Point
For Soft Contact Lenses

Soft contact lenses, one of the
latest developments in the eye-
care field, are somewhat of an
enigma

““The very characteristics that
make soft contact lenses so
comfortable also make them
very susceptible to damage and
contamination,” says Dr. John F

Schwartz, president of the
Pennsylvanmia Optometric
Association

Dr. Schwartz noted that soft
lenses sometimes are called gel
lenses or wet lenses and said he
“just wanted to set the record
straight” on the ‘hydrophilic”
lens as they are called in the
optometric profession.

“Much of the information

patients hear about this type lens
1s not true,” Dr. Schwartz said
“Although the hydrophilic lens 1s
quite an advancement, 1t is not a

more days of farm work for
wages; 5 percent fewer 1n the 75-
to 249-day bracket; and nearly 11
percent fewer workers putting in
less than 75 days

Total man-days of farm
wagework declined by nearly 8
percent.

1 Storm-and fire-resistant construction

2 Rapid evaporation and dehumidification through
“solar thermo'' circulation

Engineered for expansion

Designed for either beef or dairy cattle
Straight line scrape areas

“Quick dry" floor areas

North side ventilation—summer only

Three sided wall structure—open South
*“Jalousie type” Southern roof provides direct sun
rays on 80 per cent of floor -— OPTIONAL

control automatically opens and
closes optional jalousie roof for maximum winter

11. Complete herd grouping accommodations
12. Automated feed control
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DISTRIBUTORS FOR:

e MADISON SILOS

e VAUGHAN

e PAMLINE

e MECHANIZED FEED LOT SYSTEMS

CALEB M. WENGER, INC.

R. D. 1 Drumore Center, Quarryville, Pa.

Phone 548-2116

cure-all for all contact lens

problems.”

Dr Schwartz noted, for in-
stance, that soft lenses must not
be worn by some patients who
have certain types of
astigmatism and this type lens
should not be used while swim-
ming because they can become
contaminated by the chlorine
water they absorb and hold
against the cornea of the eye In
addition, they do have a shorter
life expectancy than the ‘‘non-
flexible” lens

“However,” he added, ‘there
are many benefits which the soft
lens offers.”

Primarily, he said, there is
evidence that the soft lens causes
very little lid sensation, even on
the first day of wear, a
traditionally difficult day for the
new lens-wearer.

Also, he pomted out, few soft
lens wearers experience what is
known as ‘‘spectacie blur,” a
condition common to those who
wear glasses immediately after
removing ‘‘non-flexible’’ contact
lenses.

“One other factor which tends
to make the soft lens a wor-
thwhile mvestment,” Dr. Sch-
wartz said, ‘1s that that there 1s
less danger involved in over-
wearing them.”

But, Dr. Schwartz concluded,
‘“‘the best single advantage
mherent in the soft lens 1s
comfort

““There just 1sn’t anything like
the soft lens for comfort,” he
said, “and this one very im-
portant matter, for many
wearers, is enough to convince
many people that the added cost
18 well worth the mmvestment.”
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