
When students returned to one
Midwestern college last fall, they
found that thefamiliar honey jars
in the dining room were gone.

Around the same time, honey—-
a flavoring in tobacco products—-

was also a subject ot con-
versation at an international
tobacco conference.

The reason? The demand for
honey is on the increase. ..and
prbduction is not. As a result,
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BIG DUTCHMAN SOLVES
THE “LITTER" PROBLEM.
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Mortality rates due to scours and
accidental crushing have been sig-
nificantly reduced by the farm test-
ed and farm proven Big Dutchman
farrowing system: a complete sys-
tem designed and built by people
who understand the sow and her
needs. The farrowing unit construc-
tion features embossed draft panels,
heavy galvanized side walls, adjust-
able bottom rails, welded steeltub-
ing joints, doors that open at either
end, welded steel bars, 17-gauge
square steel tubes, feeder adaptable
to either dry or liquid feeding and
a back up bar adjustable to the size
of the sow.

When used with exclusive Big Dutch-
man' electric heat mats, properly
placed aluminum slatted floor and
controlled ventilation, this unit pro-
vides an ideal farrowing arrangement
and a disease-free environment. If you

are concerned about today’s litter
problem, see us. We'll help you
“solve” the litter problem.
LET US HELP YOU PUT
IT ALL TOGETHER

6uj Putchman*
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honey prices have recently gone
up sharply.

Last year, ’honey prices for
U.S.producers were the highest
they’ve been since 1947. At 31c
per pound, they were 44 percent
higher than a year earlier. Total
value of the crop in 1972 was $67
million.
Meanwhile, the number of bee

colonies has been trending down
since the late 1940’5. Last year,
there were slightly more than 4
million colonies of bees com-
pared with 4.7 million in 1965.

U.S. honey productionlast year
totaled 215 million pounds,
compared with 242 million
pounds in 1965.

The waxing demand for honey
is related to increased demand
for “natural” foods generally,
both in this country and abroad.

USDA’s Foreign Agricultural
Service reports that in the past
decade, major countries im-
porting honey have stepped up

'imports by 45 percent.
World production, however,

fyias increased by only about 9
percent.
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Thus honey prices on the world

market climbed steeply
throughout 1972, reflecting the
expanded demand.

West Germany continued to be
the largest importer in the
comparison of net imports for
1960-64 and 1969-71.

But the big news was that
Japan and the United Kingdom,
rather than West Germany, were
the major recipients of the 65.7
million more pouonds of honey
imported in majorcountries from
1960-64 to 1969-71.

Japan accounted for nearly 45
percent of the increase, the
United Kingdom, for 22 percent,
and the U.S., for 13 percent. West
Germany accounted for but 10
percent of the increase in imports
over the decade.

During this period, the U.S.
changed from a net exporter of
honey to a net importer, In 1960-
64, the U.S. averaged yearly net
sales of more than 5.6 million
pounds. During 1969-71, net
purchases averaged 3.1 million
pounds.

Then, in 1972, gross U.S.
imports of honey hit 39 million
pounds, surpassing a record set
in the early 1940’5. Net imports
totaled nearly 35 million pounds

The world’s largest exporting
countries are Mexico, Mainland
China, Argentina, Canada, and
Australia, However, production
in these countries has not as yet
responded to world demand,
indicatingprices will continue to
be high.

Commercial apiaries—those
with 300 or more colonies of
bees—accounted for about 55
percent of U.S. production last
year. They had 1.6 million
colonies producing 118 million
pounds ofhoney, with ayield of 73
pounds per colony in the U.S. last
year averaged less than 53
pounds.

California and Florida led all
in production. California’s

500,000 colonies produced 24.5
million pounds of honey,
especially from blossoms of
alfalfa, wildflowers, and some
citrus. Florids’s 350,000 colonies,
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depending mainly on citrus
blossoms, produced 26.6 million
pounds of honey.,

Other leading producers were
South Dakota, Minnesota, and
Texas.

Total honey production in the
U.S. was up 9 percent over 1971,
although it was 14 percent
below the production for 1962.

Ithas gonedown over the years
partly because low prices have
driven a number of beekeepers
out of business.

However, the recent surge in
demand won’* necessarily result
in as sudden an increase in
supply.

The major factor in honey
production—almost an all-
controlling one—is the weather,
Bees gather nectar to make
honey.And there are a number of
weather conditions under which
nectar flow is restricted—-
particularly when it is cool and
wet.

Last year, weather was
generallymore favorable than in
1971, especially in North and
South Dakota. Late summer
rains brought on sunflowers
and other late blossoms and
made possible an excellent crop.

The use of pesticides has also
affected honey production in the
U.S. Over the past 6years, USDA
has paid out $6.5 million to
beekeepers for production losses
due to pesticides under the
Beekeepers Indemnity Program.

Another factor is the lack of
floral sources in the U.S.
Beekeepers say they have
nowhere to place new apiary
sites. Only so many hives can be
put in a certain location for ef-
ficient production.

Many beekeepers do earn
additional income from leasing
their colonies to farmers for the
pollination of crops.

About 3 million acres of crops
valued at $1 billion annually, are
dependent on insects—primarily
honeybees—for pollination.
These include many of our fruits,
vegetables, and legumes.

In addition, beekeepers earned
$2.5 million last year from 4
million pounds of beeswax.


