6—Lancaster Farming, Saturday, December 16, 1972

Unemployment Aid: Any Boon to Farmers?

Circle the right answer: The
extension of unemployment
protection to farmworkers would
mean (higher costs, lower costs)
for farm employers.

That was a trick question. You
should have circled both answers
to be absolutely correct, ac-
cording to a study by the U.S.
Department of Labor.

The study showed that if
unemployment protection were
extended to farmworkers, the tax
may result m higher production
costs 1n the shortrun, which could
encourage employers to use their ,
workers more efficiently and so
cut costs 1n the longrun.

At present the ‘‘covered”
employer pays a net Federal tax
of 0.5 percent ($21) of the first
$4,200 of the wages paid to each
worker.

The study also claims that with
unemployment insurance

coverage the farmer might be
able to compete more effectively
with other employers for more
qualified employees.

Strict rules cover those now
eligible for benefits. To receive
compensation a worker must be
unemployed through no fault of
his own; he must have worked
long enough in that year to be
considered a substantial part of
the labor force; and he must be
willing and able to work.

In many States the worker

must demonstrate his
availability by actively seeking
work. He 1is subject to

disqualification if he refuses a job
which the agency determines is
suitable for him.

The same rules would probably
hold true if the insurance is ex-
tended to farmworkers.

Farmworkers brought under
any insurance program would
probably be required to register
with State or Federal agencies, a
step that would increase the
opportunity of matching workers
and jobs.

One example is the Annual
Worker Plan of the Department
of Labor. It attempts to provide
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employers with a dependable
seasonal labor force and to offer
migratory workers as much
employment as possible.

Another plan is “job banks,”
where the aim is to match jobs
with workers. Many local offices
of State employment security
agencies have such banks. A
computer listing of available jobs
is provided daily within the
geographic area covered by the
program. A number of States
have adopted this approach on a
Statewide basis.

Farm employers, by having
specific job vacancies placed on
this listing, would have a more
easily accessible supply of farm-
workers who might qualify for
the specific job vacancy.

Continuing mechanization and
improved production techniques
in agriculture dictate the need for
an increasingly skilled farm
work force.

With the extension of unem-
ployment insurance, farm-
workers would have greater
accessibility to State and Federal
programs designed to upgrade
their skills. Farm employers, by
identifying their needed man-
power skills, may have training
programs established.

Graduates of these programs
would not only meet the growing
need for a more highly skilled
farm labor force, but would also
assure that they are placed in
more stable employment.

Rolled Cookie Tips

To aid the process of rolling out
cookie dough for cutting, Mrs.
Ruth Buck, Extension foods and
nutrition specialist at The
Pennsylvania State University,
says that chilling the dough will
help. A pastry cloth, lightly
sprinkled with flour and a
stockinette rolling pin cover will
help prevent the dough from
sticking. Dip your cookie cutters
m flour before pressing them into
the dough. And when you reroll
the trimmings, lay them together
with the edges slightly
overlapping and press with a
rolling pin. Wadding them
together before rerolling will
toughen cookies.

Pennsylvania’s potat.o
production is down sharply this
year, reflecting heavily the
ravages of tropical storm Agnes,
the state Department of
Agriculture said.

Latest estimates place the crop
at 555,000,000 pounds, down 29 per
cent from one year ago when
potatoes here yielded 815.5
million pounds.

Total acres planted dropped
this year by 5,500 acres and the
yield per acre, at 18,500 pounds
was a reduction of 3,500 pounds
per acre from 1971

Pennsylvania is ranked 12th in
the U.S. in potato production,
with the value of last year’s crop
placed at $22 million. Lehigh,
Erie and Cambria counties ac-
count for 30 per cent of the state’s
total.

Lancaster County is seventh in

Potato Production
Decreased in State

potato production, but fifth i
value in the state. The highest
yields per acre usually harvesteq
here with 27,500 pounds per acre
in 1971.

The value of potatoes in Lap-
caster county last year wag
$1,454,000.

One farmer commented that
while potato production in the
state could eventually be
reflected in higher prices at the
store, the shortage of the potato
crop would be felt most in potato
chip production.
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GIVE THE MAN IN YOUR LIFE A

Stihl 020 AV
Chain Saw

got the Highest Rating of all Saws
Tested in a Recent Consumer
Report on Chain Saws.

MANY FEATURES, SEE IT AND TRY IT AT

JOHN L. STAUFFER

REPAIR SERVICE

215-445-6175

Stihl Chain Saw

Announcing:
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P. L ROHRER & BRO.

TM’s Ortho, Chevron Design Unipel Reg. U.S. Pat. Off.

Here's why:

control in application.

regulate “dry blends.”

of free ammonia.

Of course, these features also make it highly effective as
a banded starter. But, with only slight adaptation of most
planters, it can be applied directly with the seed in exacting
measurement for safety and maximum response.

With this kind of control, you apply much less material —
only 1/3 the amount needed for banding. And the reduced
material handhing could cut your planting time in haif!

So, save tune, trouble, and money at planting time. See us
soon about applying STARTER SPECIAL this spring as a

dry "pop-up".

INC.

Ortho Unipel STARTER SPECIAL.
A starter? As a “pop-up”? It has to be special.
It 1s. STARTER SPECIAL 1s a completely umque product,

~ Physical Uniformity. STARTER SPECIAL pellets are made
to the same shape and density for maximum consistency and

- Chemical Uniformity. Each and every STARTER SPECIAL
pellet has all three primary nutrients — mtrogen, phosphorus,
potassium — chemically homogenized in precisely the most
desirable ratio: 13-34-10. The nutrients can't separate or
segregate during handling as with troublesome, hard-to-

~ Double Duty Nutrients. STARTER SPECIAL has both
quick-acting and long-lasting nitrogen and phosphorus for
thorough plant feeding. There is no urea or diammonium
phosphate that might endanger the seed through hberation .

SMOKETOWN, PA.
Phone Lanc. 397-3539




