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Vegetables Start Early in Plastic Covered Trenche
Harvest sweet corn and

tomatoes ten days to two weeks
ahead of season.

in the ground as soon as the soil
temperature starts to warm up.
Plants are protected even if air
temperatures dip down to 25
degrees provided it doesn’t stay
that cold for too long. This spring,
com and tomatoes even survived
an early April sleet storm.

On a sunny, breezy spring day,
thetemperature under theplastic
is as much as 30 degrees warmer
than the open air. On a cloudy,
still day, the difference may only
be four to six degrees.

The trenches used in the ex-
periment were eight inches deep
with one side ridged higher than
the other. They run east to west
so the plastic catches more
sunlight. When the continuous
strip ofplastic is laid down, water
will drain off the slope, Stevens
explains. Once theplants grow up
to the plastic, it is rolled back.

He used a special plow to make
the unevenly ridged trenches;
only two of these plows have ever
been manufactured. However,
homeowners could easily dig the
trenchesby hand and other plows
could be adapted by growers
working on a small scale.

The sloped plastic covering
didn’t work perfectly, Stevens
admits. Some water collected. It
may be necessary to poke a few
holes in the plastic or sweep the
water off byhand. Of course, any

They’re doing just that in a
research plot at the University of
Delaware’s Substation in
Georgetown, according to Robert
Stevens, extension horticulturist.
The vegetables were planted
March 28—several weeks ahead
of the normal schedule—in a
special plastic covered trench.

With this system, plants can go

holes also let in cold air which
could partially defeat the whole
purpose of the plastic.
makes no difference in the size or
quality of the vegetables. There
could be more diseases and in-
sects under plastic if they are
already on the plants when set
out.

ATTENTION:
POULTRY and DAIRYMEN

We offer a complete Sales and Service on New and
Used Poultry and Dairy Equipment.

We do work on all makes and Types of Poultry and
Dairy equipment.

We specialize on Electrical and Refrigeration Sales
and Service for Farm and Commercial trade.

We do all work with trained craftsmen.
We offer 24 hr. per Day answering service to serve

you better

CLYDE C. LUTZ
R.D. No. 1 Denver Phone 215-267-2132
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DO YOU REMEMBER
BLACK-OUTS & BROWN-OUTS
TURN ON WITH ELECTROMEC

STANDBY GENERATORS
|P ELECTROMEC
jin 34 NORTH READING ROAD
||Z EPHRATA, PA. 17522

1 717-733-7911

copper
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cobalt manganese sa/f

TERRE HILL SILOS
TRI-RIB CONCRETE

STAVE SILOS

MINERALS
ARE NEEDE
by all livestock .

and you have a choice which to use!

RED ROSE SUPER MINERAL
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a high (16%) phosphorous mineral with a calcium-phosphorous ratio
of 1:1 for free-choice feeding to dairy herds where legume rough-
age is fed, and to grazing beef herds, swine and horses.
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RED ROSE FREE-CHOICE MINERAL
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an all-purpose mineral for free-choice feeding. It's an excellent calcium
builder where lots of corn is fed
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RED ROSE SP MINERAL
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provides phosphorous to improve the Ca:P ratio for dairy cows fed
legume roughage. Prevents or reduces disorders caused or aggravated
by wide calcium-phosphorous ratio.

Red RoseDAIRY FEEDS
* %

Here’s whereyou can buy all ofyour
Red Rose Dairy Feeds.

WALTER BINKLEY & SON HEISTAND BROS.
Lititz Elizabethtown

#

FMM MARTIN'S FEED MILL
SERVICE# INC. Ephrata.Pa

ELVERSON SUPPLY CO.
" Churehst arr-"’lllc

BROWN & REA, INC.
Atglen

Columbia

Elverson

More Quality More Strength More Economy HENRY E. GARBER
Elizabethtown, Pa.

DAVID B. HURST
CHAS. E. SAUDER

& SONS
Terre Hill

L. T. GEIB ESTATE
Manheim

Bowmansville

G. R. MITCHELL, INC. SHELLY BROTHERS
Refton, Pa. RD 2, Manheim, Pa.

E. MUSSER HEISEY
& SON

R D 2, Mt Joy, Pa

MOUNTVILLE
FEED SERVICE

Mountville

E. P. SPOTTS, INC.
Honey Brook

H. M. STAUFFER
& SONS, INC.

Witmer

Laying down the plastic
digging the trenches is too
pensive for large-scale c
mercial growers, Stei
believes. However, the techn
should be valuable for h
gardeners and for farmers
growfor the local fresh mark*
roadside stands.
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MUSSER FARMS, INC.

Silos
Silo Unloaders

Bunk Feeders
Liquid Manure Tanks

Call or write for free information

TERRE HILL SILO CO., Inc.
Terre Hill, Pa. 17581 Phone 215-445-6736

Quality & Service Since 1927
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