High Nitrate Levels Can Harm Infants and Livestock

We have received a number of
reports about the high levels of
nitrates in water from farm wells

and- springs, according to Max
Smith, Lancaster County ag
agent.

New Behlen “Tubeline” building ...
all the advantages of steel at a

POLE BARN PRICE

CLEAR-SPAN SPACE
FAST ERECTION
WONT $AG OR TWIST
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All the brute sirength of curved steel Is utilized
throughout the exclusive framing system of Behlen’s
new “Tubeline” building. 1t's designed for strength, and
for easy construction. Simple bolt-together connections
speed erection. Clear-span design eliminates center-
pole installation,

Available in widths from 20 ft. to 60 ft., In your
choice of galvanized or color finishes.
Many floor plans. Doors and windows can
be placed nearly anywhere. Any or. all
sides can be leit open, Erect it yourseif
« «« OF wWe'll build It for you.

- FREY BROS.

Fred Frey, Mgr.
R. D. #2?, Quarryville, Penna. 17566 Ph. 717-786-2235
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.. Low Initial Cost Per H.P.
.. Live Hydraulic On the Go
. Differential Lock
Ideal Manure Loader Tractor
Standard 3 Point Hitch
. . Double Acting Draft Control

R.D.4, Lititz, Pa.

" WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE YOU TRY THE MODEL NO. 344 (35 H.P.)

WITH THESE OUTSTANDING FEATURES

Good General Purpose Tractor
Live P.T.O. on the go
10 Forward Speeds - 2 Reverse
.. Power Steering
.. Belt Pully for Beit Power

BIG INTEREST MONEY RETURNED TO YOU WHEN YQU BUY A
LEYLAND 28 - 55 - OR 70 H.P. TRACTOR

ASK FOR A FREE DEMONSTRATION

SHENK'S FARM SERVICE

Woods Drive 2 Miles East Of Route 501

The comsumption of such
water may be poisonous or even
fatal to infants and there is some
indication that high nitrates may
be affecting the health of both
poultry and livestock.

The primary concern about this
contaminant seems to be for
unborn babies and infants up to
six months old. For humans over
six months of age it does not have
any detrimental effect.

There are mixed opinions
concerning nitrates in livestock
water and, in the absense of more
conclusive evidence, we believe
the standards set for humans
should be observed for livestock.

The U.S. Public Health Service
Standards indicates that the
nitrate (NO3) concentration in
water for human consumption
should not exceed 45 parts per
million (ppm) or miligrams per
liter (mg-1). This is the
equivalent of 10 ppm of nitrogen
(N).

The practice of expressing
concentrations of nitrogen as N
or nitrates as NO3 has created
some confusion. When dne is
talking, whether giving advice or
making public statements, about
nitrate pollution we must be
careful to use the correct ter-
minology.

We usually associate nitrates in
well water with bacterial con-
tamination. Whenever a
laboratory test indicates a high
nitrate level, a sample of the
water should be tested for
coliform bacteria to determine if
it is safe to drink, says Smith.

In most instances, the nitrates
in farm wells can be traced to
contaminants entering the well
through surface drainage, a
porous stone lining in the well, or
a leaking well casing.

High levels of nitrates are
found more often in shallow wells
near the barnyard than in deep
wells in protected aquifers.

Ph. 626-4355
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Occasionally the pollution can
be attributed to septic tanks,
abandoned wells left unsealed,
and silo drainage.

There is no evidence to support
the popular belief that nitrogen is
leached from commercial fer-
tilizers spread on farm land to
produce better crops.

There is no simple or inex-
pensive method of reducing or
removing nitrates from domestic
water supplies. The best solution
is to abandon and seal off a
polluted well and drill a new one
into a different aquifer or look for
an alternate source of supply.

At least one company 18
producing a reverse osmosis unit
that will remove nitrates and
produce a small quantity of
potable water for a farm home,
but it does not have enough
capacity to provide drinking
water for a hivestock operation.
There is a great need for further
research in this area.

Atomie Age
The atomic age is general-
ly regarded as having been
ushered in on July 16, 1945,
when the first man-made
atomic explosion occurred in
the New Mexico desert

“Petter
Power Pays”

WORLD LEADERS IN

12 to 45 H.P.
Continuous Rating

GINE DESIGN

WITH PETTERS EXCLUSIVE WARRANTY
YOUR SATISFACTION IS GUARANTEED.

Let us know of your service problems.

WE ARE SMALL ENOUGH TO KNOW YOU AND
LARGE ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU.

GEHMAN BROS.

1 Mile North of Terre Hill on Route 897

East Earl, R.D.1, Pa,

LIMESTONE -
FERTILIZER -

10-10-10
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NOW!

Prepare For Seeding

Call us for prompt service on:
Truck Spread

5-10-10
And many other bulk blended analysis.
Available in bags, bulk

Trailer spreaders or custom truck spreading.

Phone 215 445-6272

Fast Service

0-20-20
4-16-16

ANHYDROUS

REMEMBER US FOR

AFTER FALL PLOWING!

AMMONIA

Don’t forget to top dress alfalfa this fall
Available:
0-26-26, 0-18-36, 0-12-34

Boron and Magnesium can be added

BULK BLENDS

MASTER FARMER

ANHYDROUS AMMONIA

GROFFTOWN RD.

LANCASTER, PA. Ph: 397-5152
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