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Leghorn Fertility and Hatchability Are Good
On Sloping Wire Floors, Research Indicates

Egg production by pullets on
the sloping wue floor has been
excellent since the concept was
initiated in 1963

Perfoimance of pullets re-
ported by Biessler and Maw at

the 13th World’s Poultry Con-
giess in 1966 showed egg pro-
duction of 253 eggs per pullet
housed with pullets allowed 0 66
square foot floor space per
bud Results on commeicial
poultry farms have given simi-

lar results
Piehminary trials to obtain

fertility and hatchability m-
foimation with leghorn breed
ers on the sloping wire floor
system weie begun in 1966

Four hundred leghorn fe-
males which had been in pro-
duction foi eight months were
mated with 18-month-old males
(only ones available foi this
pielimmary test) at a latio of
one male to fifteen females, in
24 feet by 24 feet summer lay-
ing shelters A flom space
allowance of 066 square foot
pei bud was allowed

Another group of 400, 26-
week-old leghorn females was
rhoused m a similar shelter
.These females also were mated
with 18-month old males at a
latio of 1 to 15

An excellent level of fertili-
ty was achieved for the period
from August 1, 1966, to Novem-
ber 7, 1966, and indicated the
feasibility of high density hous-
ing of leghorn breeders on the
sloping wire floor from the
.standpoint of fertility

This research repoit by
the Penn State Umveisity
departments of poultry
science and veterinary

science shows that poultry
breeding as well as volume
of egg production can be
successful with pullets in

dense housing conditions
using the modern A-frame or
V-frame sloping wne floor

The report was prepared
jointly by G 0 Bressler, T
W Burr, T A. Carter and R
F Gentry of Penn State

On February 6, 1967, an ex-
periment on a larger scale was
begun using two 30 feet by 100
feet laying houses One flock of
2988 leghorn females, 22 weeks
old, was housed on the A-frame
sloping wu e floor in House 100,
allowing 062 square foot floor
space per bird One-hundred-
eighty males, a few weeks
younger than the females, were
added to this flock on April 18

Approximately the same
number of females as in House
100 were placed in the other
house (House 99) which was
divided into two separate pens
by a central egg aisle One pen
(99A) had 1478 females; the
■other pen (998) had 1488 fe-
males Floor space allowance
was 075 square foot per bird
Eighty-seven males were added
to this flock on April 18 No
males were added to Pen 998

On May 5, the first cheek was
made on egg fertility, and it
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was found that 95 per cent
were fertile in House 100 and
98 per cent in Pen 99A. No
check was made on hatchabihty
with this first egg sampling
Subsequent samplings of 100
eggs from each pen showed
excellent fertility and hatch-
ability in both houses up to July
14, when this portion of the
experiment was concluded

On July 17, a single flock was
established in House 99 by com-
bining the birds from House 100
with those in House 99 The
center egg aisle was eliminated
and nests placed at the top of
the slope along the outside wall
The single flock consisted of
4677 females and 290 males
housed at 0 44 square foot per
bird

Samplings of 100 eggs were
made for the July to December
period to check fertility and
hatchability As will be noted in
Table 3, excellent fertility and
hatchability continued through-
out this period and up to the

(Continued on Page 28)
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ABOUT PROTEIN
DAIRY COWS?

How much does o cow really need?

Is a standard 16%ration enough, too much, too little?
Well let’s take a look.

Leading authorities say a cow giving 50 lbs. of 4%

milk and weighing 1400 lbs. needs 3.05 lbs. of digestible

proteirp If you were to feed her 10 lbs. of stemmy al-
falfa hay and 30 lbs. of mature corn silage, only 21
lbs. of a 9% digestible protein ration would be needed.

Could it be that you are feeding too much protein?
Paying for something you don’t need? We would be
glad to review your feeding program at no obligation
to you.

Call your Pioneer Man:

S ELMER M. SHREINER
Trading as Good’s Feed Mill

Specializing in DAIRY & HOG FEEDS

New Providence, Pa.
Phone 786-2500 L

Since 1870

ARE YOU READY FOR

IMO-PLOWI
PLANTINCJI?

THAT’S RIGHT! With the AUis-
Chalmers600 SeriesNo-TilPlant-
ing System you can put away
your plow. In fact, this unique
fluted coulter has more farmers
putting their moldboards in
mothballs every day, because
it lets you plant almost any
crop in any field without pre-
vious tillage. Check these No-Til
planting benefits:
• Saves you up to $9 per acre over pj preparation.
• Produces yields equal to, or better, than conventional planting methods.
• Fits in well with double-cropping practices such as soybeans in small grain stubble,

coin in lespedeza sod,
• Retains good soil structure and boosts profits . . . reduces erosion and weed

growth... increases moisture absorption.
•Requires no more horsepower than conventional planting.
Don’t wait ’til next year ...try No-Til farming now. Convince yourself on your

own land withyour own crops. You’ll discover that Going Orange is Going Great!

Nissley Farm Service
Washington Boio, Pa.

\Grumelli Farm Service
Quarryvxlle. Pa

N. G. Myers & Son
Rheems, Pa,

L. H. Brubaker
Lancaster, Pa.

Roy H. Buch, Inc.
Ephrata, R.D. 2

NO-TIL is an Albs-Chalmers trademark.


