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Which Comes First:
The Omelet or the Consumer?

The World's Omelet King 1s coming to
Lancaster County Tuesday to show people
how to prepare an egg for cnjoyable eating.

Sound a httle foohsh? We think we hear
<some of our friends (the Missour: type.
“show me') saying something hke this:
“Ah, come on, now! You mean to tell me
people don't know how to fry an egg!”

In large part, that's just what the Ome-
let King's trip to Lancaster County 1s all
about. to show people how to cook an egg.

Of course, there's the hoped for publi-
city to draw attention to the egg industry.
The 1dea 1s that if people get to thinking
more about eggs. they’ll probably buy and
consume more eggs.

But underlying the Omelet King's trip
is also the goal of teaching people how to
orepare the egg.

It's a very basic concept 1n the new
Consumer Age that consumers will buy any-
thing once. but they only buy what they
hike the second tume around.

Housewife Must Like It

For the egg producer, this means that
zetting the egg produced and getting it to
the market 1s only part of the job If the
aroducer hopes to stay in business, 1t's also
1ecessary that the consumer like the egg
and keep coming back tor more.

And to keep the consumer coming back,
it’s necessary that the egg 1s hked. There’s
plenty of competing products for the con-
sumer's attention, so the product must be
not only good, but better than the competi-
tion in the eyes of the consumer. The egg
must stay better than all the thousands of
existing products already on the market
and all the thousands of new products which
are going to continually come on the mar-
ket.

Farmers know they can and do produce
good eggs But all theiwr effort 1s lost if
Mrs Housewife doesn’t do a good job with
ithe egg 1n the kitchen.

The Urban Generation

Sound 1mpossible that housew1ves can't
cook an egg? Maybe, if we're talking about
jarm wiies. but what about this new gen-
eration of urban housewives?

Remember that the US farm popula-
tion, according to the latest USDA mforma-
tion, has just dropped from sin to five per
cent of the US total

Of the remaimning 95 per cent, a 1iela-
inely small percentage once lined on the

farm. But for the great majority of Ameri-
cans, the farm 1s something they sce from
the highway. Animals except for dogs and
cats. are something they sce in the fields or
m pictures. )

The growing non-farm population 1s
less and less familiar with the farm, its
people, 1its problems, 1ts needs, goals, pro
duct.

Where does an egg come from? Too
simple to think about, thinks the farmer,
but the farmer must be aware that 1it’s a
question surprisingly large numbers of ur-
ban youths can’t answer. Many of them
don’t know where milk comes from, either.

Their Numbers Grow

The proportion of people not knowing
the most basic things about farm hfe and
farm production 1s growing and will con-
tinue to grow.

The urban ignorance includes a black-
out on the huge effort that goes into mak-
ing a top-notch product and continually im-
proving 1t. As this awareness declines, the
farmer’s markets also are put in danger.
The consumer who doesn’t know about the
egg or 1ts producers 1s a consumer who can
be easily turned to other products.

If 1t 1s further realized that the modern
trend to ease and comfort causes loss of
the cooking art in general and that decreas-
g awareness of the farm and farm pro-
ducts causes loss of the egg cooking art
n particular, the reason for the steady de-
cline 1n per capita egg consumption be-
comes understandable, not acceptable, but
understandable.

The plain truth is that our urban friends
don’t know what a good egg 1s. much less
how to prepare one.

To Educate Urbanites

With the cooperation of the Pennsyl-
vama Poultry Federation and Lancaster
County Poultry Association, the World Ome-
let King has rightully seen fit to come here
to educate our urban friends on the egg.

And while he’s here, 1t might be a good
1dea for us farmers to pay attention so we
can carry on the work atter he leaves The
ignorance of the growing urban populations
about the good Iife on the farm 1s growing
i leaps and bounds — and out of a sense
of duty and self-interest, we ought to be-
come educators.

At least enough to make sure they know
a good egg when they eat 1it.

Watch Fertilizer Resuits

Now 1s the time of year for farmers to
take a close look at their corn and othe:
crops to determine whether the spring fer-
tiizer suppliea sufficient nutrients for the
(rop.

While 1t s too late to change this year s
ferulizer practices, diagnosing the prob-
lems this year can give the farmer a chance
to make improvements next year.

As we haive said before, the fertilizer
program should be based on a soil test for
best results. Soil tests can be made nex-
pensively through the county extension of-
fice, Farm and Home Center.

This combination of observation in the
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tfleld and soil test will gnne the farmer a
reliable picture of his soil’s productive ca-
pacity

With fertilizer as with many other as-
pecis of farming, an important key to suc-
cess 1s learning from the past The farmer
who knows where his program 1s weak this
year 1s going to be the farmer who has a
better program next year.

Lawmakers’ Addresses

Names and addresses of fedeial and stite
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NOW IS
THE TIME

To Maintain Siles

The important thing in keeping
a silo in good condition 1s pro-
tceting the inteiior surface from
cortosion so the walls will 1e-
main  smooth and an-tight
Smooth walls aie i1mpottant 1n
proper setthng, in expelling aw
and 1n inc easing the life of the
sitlo Piobably one of the best
coatings tor conciete, wood, or
metal silos 1s to apply raw lin-
seed o1l eveiy 2 o1 3 years Coat-
ngs of conc.eie or epoxy 1esins
may be applied but are difficult
{u get to stick on old siio walls
Some attention at this time of
the vea1r befoie the silo 1s filled
15 suggesied.

To Keep Livestock Cool
Summel heat affects livestock
as well as people by 1educing
ambition and efficiency Many
darrvmen peinut theiwr cows to
conte mtio the ba'n during the
hot afteinoons or into sheltel

In stall barns the “*wind tunnel”

By Max Smith
Lancaster County Agent

BY LAWRENCE W. ALTH

THE ONLY SACRIFICE

Lesson for August 23, 1970

method works well w}'1ere the
exhaust fans aie in one end of
the bain and all of the windows
and doors aire opened 1n the
other end all other doois and
windows aie closed; this will
draw the air over the cows and
keep them cool Other livestock
bains may use fans cr open all
doors and windows 10 get cross-
ventilation.

To Use Other Grains With Corn

Pioducels who are running low
on corn might m.x other grains
such as barley and wheat 1n the
1ation to :eplace pait of the

corn Baiiey can leplace fiom a
thud to half of tne corn in most
rations, whiie wheat may be used
tn 25 per cent 1n cattle rations
and twice as high in swine ra-
tions Considering the recent
repoits for the corn outlook
throughout the country, some of
the other girains in addition to
corn may be used successfully.

likely he hegan to question him-
self as to whether God asked this
of hun also. lIe too must have
come to look upon the sacrifice
of one’s first-horn son as the
supteme act of of submission to
one’s god.

The first-born
We usually regard the laying-

M down of onc's hie for someone

else as the highest of all sacri-
fices. For Abraham, however,
this would not have been so —
as 1t may not he true for all of
us today. In Abraham’s day it
was thought that one lived! on

Backeround Scriptures Genesis 12 through
23; Romans 4- Hebrews 11812 17 19,
Devotienal Reodins Romans 4 13 25,

Why would Abraham want to
saerifice his own son?

The answer is that he didn’t
want to It came to him as a con-
vicuon that this 1s what God
wanied him to do, That 1s pretty
difficult for us to understand,

R isn’tit? Why

(¥ shiould any man

helieve that God

f desired the death

i of a son for a
3 sacrifice?

If we answer
that question
* fiom the peispec-
tive of a peison
Ining 1 our con
tempoirary world

Rev. Althouse

of tre twenticth century, the re-
plv would have to be: No justi-
fiable 1cason whatsoever' Today
we would 1egard such an act as
either madness or the depths of
crimnality.

When in Canaan . ..

Abraham, however, was not a
vesident of the twentieth century
and his civilization was very, very
difterent from our own culiure
He lived thousands of years be-
fore Christ was boin and the
rehgions of his day were crude
and barbaric by compaiison
Abraham lived in Canaan, a land
where these cruel religions flomz-
ished m geat vauety. Some of
them taught that the highest act
of devotion to one’s god was the
sacufice of a human heing cher-
ished by the worshipper. Where-
as we would regard this as a
grossly mmmoral act, they re-
garded it as the fulfillment of
their rebigious obligation, Thus,
the Canaamite who offered his
fastboin son (who was always
valued most because he was the
father’s immedate heir), did not
do so0 oul of cruelty or hutality,
but with a sense of humble self-
sacrifice.

Abraham was aware that his
Canaanite neighbors held human
sacmﬁce'to be the highest form
of religious devotion and very

after death only in one’s chil-
dien, particularly the son or soms
thiough which the family line
was 1o be pecrpetuated. The an-
cient man took comfort in know-
ing that, cven 1if his own life
vwere taken, his son would carry
on the family name and tradi-
tion So the loss of one's son,
patticularly the first-born son,
was often 1egerded as a greater
tragedy than the loss of one’s
own life. Cien {oday fathers, if
faced with a neced to choose
would 1ather lay down their lives
than allow thewr children to
perish.

How foriunate when at last
Ablaham came to realize that the
ways of his (‘cnaanite neighbois
were not Gods ways. “God will
provide” he had answered when
Isaac asked about the amimal that
was to he sacrihiced Actually, his
answer had been more accurate
than he 1ealized when he gave it
For 1t was when he was on the
verge of sacrificing his son, God
broke through to him and helped
him to undeistand that he did not
desire the death of Isaac, his son

God will provide

God had indeed provided the
needed saciifice and Abraham
learned that God does not desire
human sacrifice. What a revolu-
tionary 1dea this was for Abra-
ham’s day and age. At this point
in history, by the grace of God,
mankind took a giant step for-
wardein his undeistanding of
God.

Later, Abraham’s descendents
would make another great step
forward in discovering what God
really desires of us: “For thon
hast no dehight in sacrifice; were
I to give a hurnt offering, thou
wouldst not be pleased. The
sacrifice acceptable to God is a
broken spirit, a broken and con-
t1171;e heaif ., , ¥ (Psalms 51:15-
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